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‘i thank You God for most this amazing

day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees

and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything

which is natural which is ininite which is ‘YES’…       

--e.e. cummings                      

GRATITUDE

I was uplifted that the 6th year class of 2015 chose ‘Gratitude’ 
as the theme for their celebrations at the end of their education 
in Mounthawk.  On one level, it expressed their appreciation 
for the support given to them by their families, friends, 
teachers and school – a natural inclination.  

At another level, I read it as evidence, perhaps, that the value 
of this positive attitude and disposition, which we espouse 
in the school as part of our ethos, has percolated to them 
over their time here.  For ‘gratitude’ is an age old value in the 
Catholic tradition – a practice that goes back to the Psalms of 
the Old Testament which reverberate with praise and thanks to 
God for the wonder of our being.  What is intriguing is that our 
scientific age is reaffirming the value of gratitude.  Research 
by Seligman (2005) and Emmons (2003), for example, 
indicates a correlation between gratitude and increased levels 
of happiness in life.  Saying that simple ‘thank you’, sending 
that ‘thank you’ note, writing a gratitude journal, saying a 
prayer of thanks to God,  not only impacts positively on the 
receiver but also on the giver.   It is an invitation that we might 
all consider:  Let us be thankful…

DEVELOPMENT AND 
IMPROVEMENT 

And as we acknowledge the achievements we likewise 
acknowledge the strides being made to improve the school … 

NEW BUILDING 

This year saw the sod turned on our new extension and we 
can be thankful for the co-operation between parents, school 
and the Department that is bringing this project to fruition.  I 
want to take this opportunity to thank all of you – our parents 
– for your constant and continuing support for the fundraising 
efforts in the school; the talent shows, the bingo sessions and 
the collections – we are nearly there and this new building is a 
testament to the spirit of community in our school. 

For the moment, let us rest, for the 
summer with a sense of thankfulness 
of the fullness of this past year… 

John O’Roarke
Principal

CURRICULUM and SCHOOL 
IMPROVEMENT PLANS 

We have proceeded with our School Improvement Plan in literacy.  
Again through the joint efforts of students, staff and parents we have 
revamped the library; cataloguing the books, setting up a new lending 
facility at lunchtime and adding sections in Irish and sport.  We have 
started a new rental scheme for novels in 1st year to promote reading 
and this will be extended into 2nd year next year.  

We have had two subject inspections this year in Irish and PE.  While 
we await the report in Irish, the PE report is on the Department website.  
It speaks of the very good standard of provision and teaching in the 
subject.  And again we continue to improve in this area with the 
introduction of double periods in PE in 5th year next September and 
a concerted effort to deliver an Active School flag.  We will again 
depend on the partnership between parents and teachers and students 
to promote greater engagement in fitness activity.    More about this 
initiative in September… 

We will also engage next year in a review of the school Mission 
Statement.  I will invite all parents to joins us (staff and students) as 
we explore how to make the mission statement of the school life and 
breathe… more in the new year… 

THANKS FOR 
‘MOST THIS AMAZING YEAR’

And we have much to be thankful for in the fullness of life that beats 
in this school on a yearly basis.  Our thanks goes to students and 
teachers alike for their commitment, energy and dedication  - for that 
spirit of ‘YES’ that is recorded on every page of this newsletter. I 
enumerate a sample…

Our basketball teams have brought two All-Ireland championships 
home this year – our senior girls and our first year girls.  Our first 
year boys and U14 girls also reached the All Ireland finals.  The 
athletics team has won the Girls School trophy in the Kerry Athletics 
and a total of 71 medals in the North Munster competition.  

We were treated to a wonderful production of ‘The Plough and the 
Stars’ in Siamsa in January. Our choir featured in the Cork Choral 
festival winning their mixed choir category in the competition. 

There have been great achievements in maths and science. The first 
year school teams won second and third place in the maths quiz in 
Kerry,  second place in the Junior ISTA maths Quiz in the county  and 
first, second and fourth places were secured by teams in the Junior 
Cycle ISTA science Quiz.  Two students took the ‘Health Awareness 
Award’ at Scifest.   Meanwhile our junior cycle debating team made 
it to the regional finals of the Gael Linn Irish Debating competition 
and the senior Spanish debating team got through the All Ireland 
semi-finals in their competition.   

In pastoral and community service, we owe gratitude to the many 
students who have gone the extra mile in giving generously of 
themselves in service.  One young man was acknowledged nationally 
in the Pramerica Spirit of Community award, and two others through 
the Ambassador Awards from ‘Cycle against Suicide’. But there are 
many other students who pitched in and gave of their time and 
enthusiasm to make so many events happen.  I am thinking of the 
wonderful reception for the ‘Cycle against Suicide’, our ‘Stand Up 
week’, the re-vamp of the school library, the talent show, the school 
fashion show and the fundraising bingo evenings and so many more 
events which you will read of in these pages.
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600 points in the 
Leaving Certificate

Pramerica Award Winner

Four of last year’s Leaving Cert. students achieved 600 points or 
over in their Leaving Certificate. Congratulations to Aine Daly, 
Conor O’Mahony, Brendan O’Connor and Michael Grimes. These 
fantastic results enabled them to follow their desired courses.  Aine 
is studying Medicine in U.C.C., Conor is studying Physiotherapy 
in U.L., Brendan is studying Engineering in U.L. and Michael is 
studying Nano Science in Trinity College, Dublin.

Graham Nelligan was presented with 
his Pramerica Spirit of Community Award 
by a representative from Pramerica. The 
presentation was made in a brief ceremony 
in front of some invited class groups and 
teachers. Graham volunteers and fundraises 
for Jigsaw Kerry and is a youth leader, 
running summer camps in Shanakill 
Community Centre. It was an excellent 
opportunity for us to recognise one of 
our own who is doing wonderful things 
within the school and especially his own 
community. 3

Three Garda Youth 
Achievement Awards

This year the school was delighted to nominate eight 
students for Garda Youth Achievement Awards. These 
awards recognise the voluntary contributions that young 
people in Kerry make to enhance their own communities. 
There were nearly two hundred nominations of young 
people aged between 14 and 19 from all over Kerry. 
On a cold night in January, a banquet was held at 
Ballyroe Heights Hotel to present these Awards (approx 
25 in total).  Mercy Mounthawk was delighted that the 
outstanding contributions of three of our students were 
recognised on the night - Gavin Connolly and Sean 
Dowling for their involvement in Cycle Against Suicide 
and Conor O’Donoghue (Head Boy elect) for the work 
and commitment that he shows to a variety of voluntary 
organisations. All three received wonderful citations on 
the night from members of An Garda Siochana as well 
as a certificate and bronze statue acknowledging their 
amazing work.

- Ms Cora McElligott

Top Marks 
Nationally in 
Engineering

Three UL40 Scholarship 
Awards

Brendan O’Connor achieved the 
best result in Higher Level Leaving 
Certificate Engineering in Ireland 
and was awarded a medal at the 
annual Engineering Teachnology Teachers Conference 
Award Ceremony in Maynooth  in November. He came 
first out of 8,000 students taking the subject at Leaving 
Certificate. On the same occasion Ciaran Hattar received 
a Certificate to acknowledge his achievement of a Top 
Ten Junior Cert. Ordinary Level Metalwork Result. 
Congratulations also goes to their teacher Mr Hickey.

Congratulations to three Mounthawk students from the class of 
2014, Conor O’Mahony, Thomas Kearney and Brendan O’Connor 
who received UL Scholarships at an awards ceremony in UL on 
Friday 12th December. The scholarships are awarded to incoming 
students who began studies in Autumn 2014 based on their 
performance in the Leaving Cert., determined by their CAO points.  

Academic Excellence
Mounthawk’s Top 
Marks in Spanish
Sean O’Mahony, 
Ballyard,Tralee, who 
did his Leaving Cert 
last year, received an 
award from the Spanish 
Ambassador to Ireland, 
Jose Maria Rodriguez- 
Coso in recognition of his 
outstanding Spanish result 
in Leaving Cert 2014.



Art

‘A Mounthawk 
Christmas Carol’

The Irish League of Credit Unions recognises aspiring 
artists from all over the country at their annual All 
Ireland Art Competition. This year’s theme ‘Artfest’ 
was open to interpretation by each entrant and aimed 
to celebrate the creativity, imagination and vibrancy 
of the budding artists. One of our 2nd year students, 
Stella McElligott was one of the winners chosen to go 
forward to the National competition.

The Christmas Carol service was held in St Brendan’s 
Church on Thursday 11th December. The evening was a 
wonderful night of song, drama and reflection on the true 
meaning of Christmas.  This year we took inspiration from 
the works of Charles Dickens and Dr Seuss and performed 
pieces from ‘A Christmas Carol’ (Eoin Costello) and ‘How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas’ (Christian Keane) as part of the 
service.  Our expanding student choir was joined by a 25 
strong staff choir.  

Soloists on the night were – Danielle Galvin, Iseult Daly, 
Murrough Connolly, Clodagh Harrington, Tracey O’Keeffe 
and Cian McGarry. The choirs were prepared by Ms Muldoon 
Walsh, Ms O’Sullivan and Ms Costello.  Among the readers 
were Aoife Garvey (Head Girl) and Niall Buckley (Head Boy).
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A First Year 
Student’s 
Reflection on 
Mercy Day
As a 1st year in Mercy Mounthawk, it was a great opportunity to 
attend Mass with all the other first year students on Mercy Day. It 
was my first time celebrating Mercy Day as I had not attended a 
Mercy primary school so everything was new to me. Since beginning 
1st  year I had learned a little bit about  Catherine McAuley and how 
her aim was to connect the rich to the poor and to educate those 
who were in need. I was interested to learn more.

The Mass was a great way of welcoming all 1st years and I think 
it really helped us to feel part of the school. As I looked around 
me, I felt that this was a special moment for all of us. Beginning 
secondary school can be quite a daunting experience for most of us 
but I think this Mass did a great job in welcoming us to the school.

The Mass was celebrated by Fr.Lynch and Fr. O’Caoimh. As 
I listened to the choir singing the hymns I was amazed at how 
talented they all were and felt really proud to be part of this school. 
I got a sense that Mercy Mounthawk is interested in helping each 
student to make the most of their talents and achieving their full 
potential. I then found myself wondering with excitement “Where 
will I fit into this community?”

- Louis Byrne, Class 1.4 

A visit from the Minister 
for Education and Skills

It is not every day that the Minister for Education and Skills drops 
in for morning break, but on 30th April, Minister Jan O’Sullivan did 
just that! She was most interested in seeing the progress of our 
new building and was then treated to some enchanting airs from 
the school choir, who were still on a high having won the Cork 
Choral Festival the previous day. Afterwards, the Minister mingled 
with students in the canteen before having a well-deserved cup of 
tea with members of the Board of Management, Parents’ Council, 
Students’ Council and staff. The Minister praised the students 
and staff for the broad range of curricular and extra-curricular 
endeavours in the school.



Irish Flag presented 
to Mercy Mounthawk

The Cork Choral Festival

On April 29th the Mounthawk choir set off for the Cork Choral Festival to 
compete in the post-primary mixed voice competition. The festival is one 
of Ireland’s most prestigious choral events and draws guest choirs from all 
over the world to Cork city hall for five days of the world’s finest choral 
performances and some of Ireland’s toughest choral competitions.

Since September, the choir has been working to perfect the two competition 
pieces.  “Cuirfimid Dandy Dandy” arranged by Deirdre Moynihan, who was 
one of the adjudicators on the day, and “May It Be” by Enya which featured in 
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring. Students from first to sixth 
year have given up their lunchtimes three times a week to learn and perfect 
these pieces under the guidance of Ms. Muldoon Walsh, Ms. Costello and Ms. 
O’Sullivan.

Upon arriving at Cork City Hall, the adrenaline was pumping through every 
member of the choir. When we walked on stage some of us were taken aback 
by the size of the hall. It didn’t affect our seasoned choir as this was the 
second time that many of the members had performed at the Choral Festival. 
The choir sang brilliantly, with a beautiful flow and emotional engagement with 
the song. As we returned to our seats, we felt we had all done the best we 
could. Win or lose, this was our best performance yet.

The choir was confident but never did we think we would win with an incredibly 
high score of 87.75% from the adjudicators. We were ecstatic, proud and 
amazed at what we had accomplished!

I wish to extend, on behalf of the entire choir, a big thanks to our teachers 
Ms. Muldoon Walsh, Ms. Costello and Ms. O’Sullivan for their work, dedication 
and commitment to the choir. Without these teachers, none of this would have 
been possible. I also wish to extend my thanks to our Principal Mr. O’Roarke 
for his constant support and encouragement to the choir. We had a great day 
in Cork, full of success, which resulted in memories of an achievement that 
we will never forget.

By Enda Sugrue

In March, representatives from 300 schools gathered in 
Waterford to receive an Irish flag that had flown at 33 
The Mall, where Thomas F Meagher flew the very first 
Tricolour in 1848. It was hosted by Mary Kennedy from 
RTE and it was hoped that a passion for history and a 
pride in and respect for our Irish Flag would be ignited.  
They were honoured that President of Ireland, Michael D 
Higgins and his wife Sabina joined them and his words 
were truly inspiring......

 

‘We remain indebted to this man who, in 1848, 

called for “a lasting truce between Orange and 

Green” to become the enduring symbol of the Irish 

Nation. This is indeed a vision worth championing, 

a message of peace we must continue to cherish.’ 

- President Higgins 
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Promoting Positive Mental Health

Cycle Against Suicide

Very special memories will be cherished by students, staff, friends, 
Tralee town and wider community as the Cycle Against Suicide 
entourage were welcomed into Mercy Mounthawk Secondary School 
to a wonderful reception on Sunday May 4th 2015.

Large crowds gathered at Mounthawk as Cycle Against Suicide 
cyclists arrived into town after a hard day’s cycle from Birr on 
Sunday evening, spreading their message: ‘it’s okay not to feel okay 
and it’s absolutely okay to ask for help’. They were welcomed into 
a sea of orange at Mounthawk with a variety of live music and 
samba drums, flag waving and cheering crowds. The variety of 
refreshments, provided by the business people of Tralee and parents 
of the school was a sight to behold. After parking their bicycles, the 
cyclists indulged in the sweet and savoury treats while listening to 
some very inspiring speeches and presentations and some crazy 
dancing. Next morning, the cyclists were given an equally wonderful 
send off from Mounthawk. While cyclists gathered to register for the 
next leg of their journey, light refreshments and entertainment were 
again provided. The positive, upbeat atmosphere was infectious as 
Jim Breen again spoke on the central message of the Cycle.

Mercy Mounthawk would like to thank all their sponsors, without 
whose generosity this event would certainly not have been possible. 
The local support can only be described as amazing.

A huge thank you must also be extended to all the students, parents 
and teachers who made this wonderful event possible through their 
time and commitment to all the positive mental health activities that 
were very successfully run throughout the event.

Ms Bernie O’Shea
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HSE Health Promotion 
School Flag

Pathfinders 
Programme

Mercy Mounthawk prioritises health promotion as part of the school’s 
agenda each year. We have two health promotion weeks during the 
year, when we focus on a particular theme or aspect of health. In the 
past we have selected a particular theme - such as fitness, diet, emotional 
intelligence, resilience, positive psychology and how these affect and relate 
to performance. This year, we incorporated both physical and mental health 
in our involvement with Cycle Against Suicide. Through the efforts of the 
Health Promotion Team in the school, last April, we were proud to receive 
a Health Promotion Schools Flag from the HSE. 

This programme is offered by the Institute of Technology 
Tralee. We are one of nine participating schools in Kerry. The 
aim of the programme is to increase access to third level for 
second level students by making college life a more tangible 
option for students. It targets fifth year students who have 
the potential to achieve at third level and who would benefit 
from participation, in an access programme. It is a two year 
programme and after participation, the students are then 
eligible to be considered for entry to a course of their choice 
at ITT. However it does not guarantee access to any course as 
applicants still have to meet minimum entry requirements from 
their LC as identified by the college.

Participants are nominated by their schools, based on the 
criteria outlined by the ITT. The criteria relate to socio- 
economic issues that may prevent students from accessing 
further education. The ITT organises the programme structure, 
provides the facilities and staff for the programme.

All 5th year students’ parents were notified of the programme 
by letter in October, and invited to apply for one of the 15 
places available. The 15 students participated in a three day 
programme at the ITT during December and January, where 
they were exposed to college life and given taster courses in 
the areas of science, business and engineering. The students 
who participated this year found it to be very informative and 
enjoyable.

Sixth year students (students who had completed the 5th year 
programme) had a study workshop on the 4th of November, 
where effective study skills were outlined to them and the 
CAO system explained. It was also explained to them how to 
apply to the CAO as a pathfinder student and the possibility 
of becoming eligible for one of the reserved places at the ITT. 
Students who identified themselves as pathfinder students on 
their CAO application were called for interview in February. 
Pending how well they do in their LC and at their interview 
they may become eligible for one of the reserved places at ITT.

It is expected that this programme will continue to run next 
year and 5th year students’ parents will be notified early in the 
school year. 

B. Farrell

Yoga 
The benefits of yoga are well documented. Yoga classes have 
been organised by Ms M. O’Connor to encourage students to be 
more active. Yoga has many benefits, such as body strengthening 
and toning, as well as helping relaxation for those who find the 
rigours of daily life stressful. The classes are led by Sally Ryle 
and take place on Tuesdays at 8.05 a.m. Students can pay by 
the class.

National Ambassador Award Winners

Sean Dowling and Gavin Connolly receiving their National 
Ambassador awards at the Department of Education, Dublin with 
Marie Kelliher, CEO Ceist, Mr O’Roarke, Principal, Ms Bernie O’Shea 
Health Promotion Coordinator

Health Promotion Week in April provided an opportunity to renew 
our school’s Health Promotion Flag. Pictured above is Kerry 
Footballer Shane Enright, who launched our Health Promotion 
week and spoke about the importance of diet, rest and exercise 
in our lives.
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ENROLMENT 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2016
Enrolment for students starting in September 2016 opens 

on Monday 7th September 2015. The closing date for 

applications for September 2016 is at 2.00pm on Saturday 

7th November 2015 – our OPEN DAY. This is a very 

important deadline for those applying under the siblings 

and Moyderwell/Balloonagh criteria of the policy.

I wish to remind you that all application forms must be in 

prior to the deadline to be considered valid. Also, please 

be aware that each application must be returned to the 

office in person, countersigned, and the carbon copy 

retained for your records.



Malala Yousafzai 
Week & Black 
Wednesday

Stand Up Week

European Youth Paliament

Social Justice in 
Mercy Mounthawk

By Aoife Grimes, 5th Year

This year was the inaugural one for a new ‘Justice and Peace 
Awareness Group’ in the school. It comprises fourth and 
fifth year students, who aim to raise awareness in the school 
and the wider community about injustices and conflicts in 
the wider world.

They hope to make an impact and help give a voice to those 
in the world who don’t have one.  They hope to change 
people’s attitudes and opinions for the better.

The first event undertaken by the group was  ‘Malala Week’, 
to highlight the injustices many young people face as they 
attempt to receive an education. The centre point of the 
week fell on what was dubbed ‘Black Wednesday’, where 
over 200 of the school’s female students attended school 
wearing black, and were silent for the 4 classes between 
break and lunch, representing the abduction of more than 
200 Nigerian schoolgirls from their classrooms, families and 
communities by the dissident group, Boko Haram.

The main message of the week was that no person, male or 
female, should have to fight for their right to an education, 
and that each person’s right to pursue a formal education 
should be realised, as it is here in Ireland.

The event was a resounding success for the group, with a 
huge number of local media such as Kerry’s Eye, Traleetoday.
ie and Radio Kerry expressing interest and running stories 
on the event. Students from every year group took part.  
It truly was a whole-school effort. The Justice and Peace 
group would like to sincerely thank all those students who 
took part  and helped to make the event so successful, and 
to thank Ms. McKenna and Ms. Somers for their help and 
support throughout the year.

On the week of the 22nd April, the Justice and Peace group, along with 
Ms. McKenna, Ms. Hunt, the Student Council and the members of Centre 
of Social Innovators held a school wide campaign raising awareness 
of the bullying that members of the LGBT community may suffer, in 
conjunction with the nationwide awareness campaign entitled “Stand 
Up Week”.  The main event of the week was held on Wednesday the 
22nd. Transition year students made colourful woollen bracelets that 
were distributed to all members of the student body as well as members 
of staff, allowing them to show their support for the cause. 

Many students contributed various pieces of brightly coloured, vibrant 
artwork which were hung around the school to highlight the issues of 
bullying and the need for acceptance. The front entrance was decorated 
by the COSI team with a “Rainbow crossing” , symbolising that our 
school is an inclusive place where all people will be respected.

Deirdre Walsh from Radio Kerry visited the school to interview Alisha 
Finnerty and Jamie Bourke, two of the students involved in the Justice 
and Peace group, along with Mrs McKenna. This was a feature later 
that day on Radio Kerry’s broadcast, to spread awareness of the cause.  
The atmosphere of support and acceptance from both students and 
members of staff alike around the school has been ongoing, showing 
the great success that “Stand Up” week has achieved.

By Jamie Burke
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Atlanta Kennedy, Gavin Kennedy and Aisling Williams (pictured 
above with Duncan Stuart and Ms Tierney) represented the school at 
the EYP debate in Dublin Castle. The debate can be viewed on this 
link:   http://www.rte.ie/player/lu/show/10382516/



For the 2nd Year students of 2014 it was a trip never to be forgotten. It 
was really good craic from start to finish. The bus departed the school 
on Saturday the 7th of March at 12.30am.  We arrived at Dublin airport 
roughly five hours later and headed for Madrid.

On the first day of our trip we went to a town called Toledo which was 
once the capital of Spain. The view of the town on the hill, surrounded by 
the river Tagus, was really cool. Toledo  has the second largest cathedral 
in the world and it is famous for its swords.  After Toledo, we checked 
into our hotel and put our bags into our rooms.  It was a really good 
hotel.  My mates and I had a room with two balconies and a view of the 
city square.  

We went to visit the Prado museum which is an art gallery and is one 
of the most famous museums in the world.  Sr Bernadette had a list of 
paintings we should see and we searched the museum in groups.  We 
saw ‘Las Meninas’  by Diego Velazquez and ‘The Garden of Eden’  by 
Hieronymus Bosch.  

Day two of the trip was a Sunday but Sr Bernadette called it a “Funday”.  
It’s safe to say we all agreed, as we were about to go to the Nickelodeon 
Theme Park.  Before we went to the theme park, we visited the Rena 
Sophia Museum which was just beside our hotel. It had the painting ‘La 
Guernica’ by Pablo Picasso. We also got to see some of the paintings by 
Salvador Dalí. 

After the museum, we headed to the buses and went to the theme park.   
There were many different rides to suit everyone. ‘The Drop’ allowed you 
to drop from 900 meters at extreme rates of speed.  ‘The Tarantula’ was a 
very popular ride with the students as it went up, down and around, really 
fast and stopped at the top when you were upside down.  The teacher’s 
favourite was ‘The Walking Dead’ experience because they were able to 
shoot the zombies, though rumour has it that some of them backed out 
at the last moment.   At the theme park, everyone had a great time.  The 
‘Funday’ continued with bowling that evening. 

Day three was one of our favourite highlights of the trip as we went 
to see Santiago Bernabeu which is the home ground of Real Madrid.  
Real Madrid has won 10 champions league trophies.  That’s more than 
any other European soccer club. They also won last year’s Club World 
Cup. It was a really big stadium with a capacity of 80,000. The exits at 
Real Madrid are called ‘vomitoriums’. Maybe that is how the opposing 
teams feel when they are entering the stadium.  It was one of the best 
experiences ever.  The lighting, the videos playing the best goals, the 
music!  We all wanted to be a footballer by the end of the trip.  However, 
at this point, a lot of us were broke and could only afford a key ring and 
even that stretched the budget at €10!

On day four we went to visit Segovia where Queen Isabella was born and 
raised.  We saw a massive Roman aquaduct. We also went into the castle 
in Segovia.  It was huge and it had 104 steps up to the top.  Here we took 
photos and also a group selfie. The sun was shining so we headed back 
down the steps and into the town to have a bite to eat. We stopped off at 
the headquarters of the Spanish Inquisition, El Escorial.   

After that we went to visit La Valle des los Caidos where General Franco 
is buried. This has a really big Basilica and it is dedicated to the people 
who lost their lives in the Spanish Civil War.  When we came out of the 
basilica, Mr. Behan spoke to us about the Irish and indeed the Kerry 
connections that exist between us and the Spanish.   Then we went to see 
the Palacio Real, the official residence of the King of Spain. The sunshine 
throughout the week in Madrid was endless and just made the trip off 
the charts.

On the last day of our trip, we went to Retiro Park where we all saw 
some monuments and sculptures.  It is like the Phonix Park but a little 
bit different.  At Retiro Park, we took a group photo and we all did the 
Macherina dance to a great saxophone player.  After that we had a small 
bit of a shop and then we left the hotel for the airport in Madrid. Soon we 
were back in Tralee where there was a big change in the weather.  It is 
and always will be ‘a trip of a lifetime’

Second Year Trip to Madrid

By Jack Bambury and David Fitzgerald
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Los Debates en 
Espanol

74% of people admit to Glossophobia – a fear of speaking in 
public. Few of us enjoy the idea of making a speech when there is 
an audience, but it is a vital skill in later life. Imagine being judged 
and marked for this – in another language!
This year marked the beginning of what will hopefully become an 
exciting new tradition at Mercy Mounthawk; Spanish debating. Four 
team members were selected from those interested in participating 
and all four were in 5th year. Meg Hurley was our captain and had 
to speak for 5 minutes at the beginning of each debate, sum up 
our arguments and argue against those of the other team at the 
conclusion of the debate…in Spanish. The team was comprised 
of Aoife Grimes, Christine O’Sullivan and Ciara Holmes and our 
super-sub, Jesse Brosnan. 

The first debate took place on October the 15th in Castleknock 
College, Dublin. The team was a bit nervous but quietly confident.  
The motion was that ‘Homework should be banned in Secondary 
Schools’, which we successfully proposed against St. Colmcille’s 
of Knocklyon, Dublin. 

Two short weeks later, we faced the Dominincan College, Griffith 
Avenue, Dublin where we successfully proposed that the ‘Irish 
justice system is too lenient on criminals’. These two victories 
meant that we had qualified for the quarter-final. All of the other 
participating schools were based in Leinster, and although new 
to the event, they were beginning to take “Tralee” very seriously 
indeed. 

Over midterm, the meaty motion that “Water is a commodity, not a 
human right” meant that the team members had plenty of research 
to do. A topical issue, with feelings running high, the quarter-
final was a hotly contested debate against the opposition of King’s 
Hospital, Dublin, a school with a well-established tradition in 
Spanish debating, having won the competition outright in two of 
the previous three years. It was a nail-biter, but our debaters once 
again emerged successful and booked their place in the semi-final. 

We faced the opposition of Mac Dara’s Community School, Dublin 
in the semi-final and unfortunately our journey ended that night. 
Our debaters represented our school with dignity and integrity. 
The team did themselves and our school proud and improved their 
Spanish immensely along the way. Huge congratulations to all 
involved for reaching the semi-final of the competition in the first 
year of participation!

Ms. Grainne O’Connor

Tapas in Sol Y Sombra, Killroglin

2nd Year trip to Madird
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Student 
Enterprise Award
Budding entrepreneur Brian 
Doherty won the Most 
Enterprising Award at the 
Kerry Student Enterprise 
Awards held recently in 
I.T.Tralee. Brian set up 
his own business buying 
computer and phone 
accessories from various 
companies on the internet 
and selling them on 
Amazon. He received a prize 
of €200 plus a plaque.



Seachtain na Gaeilge
9ú – 13ú Márta 2015

Díospóireacht Ghael 
Linn 2015

Do chuir Caitríona Ní Shúilleabhain tús bríomhar le Seachtain na 
Gaeilge sa scoil i mbliana lena hoscailt oifigiúil ag tús na seachtaine. 
Seachtain líon lán le himeachtaí a bhí ann mar is gnáth, áit ina dtugtar 
deis do dhaltaí agus múinteoirí páirt a ghlacadh in imeachtaí spreagúla 
chun ár dteanga agus ár gcultúr dúchasach a cheiliúradh. Bhí céilí, 
comórtas t-léine agus comórtas postaeir i measc na n-imeachtaí do 
dhaltaí na céad bliana. 

Bhí lucht na dara bliana in iomaíocht lena chéile i rith na seachtaine 
chun áit a bhaint amach i gcraobh Thráth na gCeist Boird. Ní fios cé 
mhéad duaiseanna a bhí ag daltaí na cúigiú bliana tar éis a seisiún 
biongó, áit a raibh Iníon Ní Chróinín mar ‘bhean an bhiongó’ againn 
i mbliana. Do chuir lucht na hidirbhliana a mbróga rince orthu chun 
páirt a ghlacadh i gceardlann seite. Tháinig buaicphointe na seachtaine 
le seisiún amhránaíochta ag am sosa le cór na scoile. Chuireadar sár-
thaispeántas os ár gcomhair le réimse leathan amhráin as Gaeilge. 
Maith sibh!!

Thosiagh an bhliain le trialacha chun foireann díospóireachta 
nua a chur le chéile a bheadh ag  iomaíocht i gComórtas 
Díospóireachta an Phiarsaigh de chuid Ghael Linn.  B’iad 
Killian Ó Súilleabháin, Caitlin Crowe agus Deirdre Ní 
hAllmhuráin a bhí ar an bhfoireann agus Ellen Gercik agus 
Mícheál O’Gadhra mar ionadaithe.

Bhí idir sceitimíní agus imní orainn agus sinn ag tabhairt 
aghaidh ar Mhainistir na Féile don chéad bhabhta. ‘Ba cheart 
gach gairdín ainmhithe a dhúnadh’ rún na hoíche agus 
bhíomar i gcoinne an rúin. Thugamar sár-thaispeántas ar an 
oíche agus d’éirigh linn féin agus an fhoireann bhaile dul ar 
aghaidh go dtí an chéad bhabhta eile.

Go gairid tar éis na Nollag is i gCnoc na Labhras i gCathair 
Luimní a bhí ár dtriail. An rún a bhí idir láimhe ná ‘Is 
maith ann iad Facebook agus na meáin shóisialta eile’ agus 
bhíomar i bhfabhar an rúin. Ní gá a rá ach gur thug gach 
foireann sár-thaispeántas ar an oíche agus bhí an t-ádh linn 
féin agus Muintir Chnoc na Labhras dul ar aghaidh chuig an 
gcéad bhabhta eile.

Lean ár rath agus bhí lámh an uachtar againn i gCaiseal 
Mumhan ag tús mí Feabhra arís. ‘Tá praghas ró-ard le 
híoc ar chlú is ar cháil’ an rún a bhí á phlé agus thugamar 
argóintí cuimsitheacha ar son an rúin.  Ba chúis mhóir áthais 
dúinn é nuair a fógraíodh gur sinne agus Cnoc na Labhras a 
bheadh ag dul ar aghaidh chuig an gCraobh Réigiúnach. 

‘Tá a gcearta á bhfáil ag mná i gcúrsaí spóirt in Éirinn’ rún 
na hoíche ag an gCraobh Réigiúnach. D’oibrigh ár bhfoireann 
gan stad gan staonadh is iad ag ullmhú i bhfabhar an rúin 
don chraobh agus ba chúis díomá dúinn é nuair nach raibh 
an t-ádh linn dul ar aghaidh go Craobh na hÉireann. 
Táimid fíor-bhródúil as an bhfoireann agus le cunamh 
Dé beimid ar ais an bhliain seo chugainn agus fonn 
díospóireachta orainn. Taithí iontach ab ea é agus éacht a 
bhí ann don fhoireann an Craobh Réigiúnach a bhaint amach 
ina gcéad bhliain i mbun díospóireachta. Comhghairdeas ó 
chroí libh.

Deirdre Ní hAllmhuráin, Killian Ó Súilleabháin, Caitlin Crowe
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Scolaireachtaí Gaeltachta

Bronnadh ceithre leathscoláireacht gaeltachta ar cheathrar 
scoláire sa scoil i mbliana. Tugann na scoláireachtaí seo deis 
do dhaltaí freastal ar choláiste samhraidh de chuid Choláistí 
Chorca Dhuibhne i gCiarraí Thiar. Is iad Rachel Ní Riain 
(1.5), Sinéad Ní Fhuaráin (2.8), Alanna Dennehy (2.7) agus 
Sinéad Ní Riain (Bliain 4) a bheidh ag tabhairt aghaidh ar an 
nGaeltacht i mbliana. Tá súil againn go mbainfidh na daltaí 
seo ard-thaitneamh as a dtréimhse sa Ghaeltacht agus go 
dtapóidh siad an deis chun feabhas a chuir ar a gcuid Gaeilge. 
Ár mbuíochas gan dabht le Coláistí Chorca Dhuibhne as ucht 
na scoláireachtaí seo a bhronnadh ar an scoil.



The Plough and 
the StarsMercy 

Mounthawk’s  
Got Talent

In January, Mercy Mounthawk proudly presented “The Plough and the 
Stars” by Dublin playwright Sean O’Casey, in sync with our National 
celebrations of the 1916 Rising centenary. The play of social realism 
is set in Dublin 1916, amidst the turbulence of  growing nationalist 
sentiment. The plot itself centres on a young couple, the Clitheroes, 
played by Ciara Mc Carthy and Eamon Maher, who expose the turmoil 
of the impoverished Dublin tenements, on the cusp of the 1916 Rising. 

Our students took on these remarkable set of memorable characters 
with exuberance, giving great insight into the ordinary lives of Dubliners. 
This year’s cast of 17 talented students exceeded our expectations, yet 
again. The show was performed in Siamsa Tire to packed audiences 
each night. Fifth year student Andrew Breewood, who played the part of 
Fluther, received the Drama Award at this year’s Awards Night for his 
outstanding performance in the play.  

‘Mercy Mounthawk’s got Talent was staged on Thursday 
19th March in the school gym. Although many of 
the students had no previous experience of being on 
stage, nonetheless their performance on the night was 
phenomenal. Judges for the night were local musicians 
Ian O’Doherty and Mary O’Regan along with ex-students 
Ashton Mugabe and Ebun Osinubi  who had the difficult 
job of choosing a winner. 

First prize went to Clodagh Harrington for her stunning 
rendition of “ I Dreamed a Dream”. Second prize went 
to Sean Trant for his unusual act of beat boxing. Ryan 
O’Sullivan received third prize and got a standing ovation 
for his performance of “ When you Believe.”

While the judges went away to deliberate, singer-
songwriter Richie Ross treated the audience to three 
songs from his debut album  “Odyssey”. Richie was 
delighted to be asked to take part in the show as he 
appreciates the importance of fostering and nurturing 
talent of young people. He too was very impressed with 
the standard of talent in the school and did not envy the 
judges’ decision on the night. Richie was so impressed 
with dancer Shannon Moynihan that he asked her to 
perform in a video for one of his songs. 

Overall the night was a resounding success and parents 
and pupils were delighted with the show.  Although 
there could only be one winner the fun and the pleasure 
in taking part made it all worthwhile. The talent show 
raised €2000 for the school extension. Producers of 
the show Amy Roche and Sean Mc Elligott are already 
making plans for next year.
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Fundraising and Charity Collections

Christmas Staff Raffle

Carol Service
Teachers v Students Soccer

School Extension

Food Drive

Student Charity Drives

Thanks to Ms Mary Savage for organising the Annual Christmas 
Staff Raffle that raised €2000, donated to Recovery Haven, 
Balloonagh Counselling Centre, Tralee Soup Kitchen and 
Alzheimer Kerry Society. 

Mercy Mounthawk Carol Service helped to raise €855 for local 
charities. Raised €200 for Kerry Hospice.

We would like to thank all those who contributed to all our fund 
raising and charity efforts this year - sponsors, supporter, helpers. 
The following is an example of what we can achieve when we work 
together…

The school community to date has raised over €120K of the 
€250K that is required to complete the new building. This year, 
our successful Bingo afternoons, the TY fashion show, Mark 
Doe’s cookery demonstration and ‘Mounthawk’s Got Talent’ were 
the main fund raising events.   

Students, parents and staff were most generous in contributing 
to our annual food drive at Christmas. Over 40 Hampers and 
vouchers were assembled and distributed. Thanks to everyone 
who contributed and to Ms Sheehy, Sr Bernadette, Sr Maureen 
and T.Y. students for organising the collection and distribution 
of food. 

Donkey Sanctuary, Mallow received €244 from TY fundraiser

Non Uniform Day raised €1000 for Lourdes Trip and local 
charities.

Laura Shanahan Fund  raised €1000 
 
Kerry Hospice Coffee Morning raised €410 

The Student Council Student-Teacher Debates raised €70 for 
our local branch of  St. Vincent de Paul.  

Cycle against Suicide raised €3132

First Year Science Quiz raised €108 for Recovery Haven

Class 5.3 organised a Bake Sale for Daffodil Day.  €810 was 
raised for Irish Cancer Society.

Staff v Students Wheelchair Basketball raised €186 for Irish 
Wheelchair Association.
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Mounthawk Awards

Mercy Mounthawk held its annual Awards Ceremony on Wednesday 
13th May.  With over 250 award winners and their parents and 
friends in attendance, the school hall was full to capacity.  The 
evening, which was organised by a team of teachers was hosted 
by Mr. Redican and began with an input from school principal, Mr. 
John O’Roarke, who thanked the students and teachers for such a 
positive year in which there were so many achievements in sport, 
curricular and extra-curricular activities. He congratulated all the 
students for yet another amazing year.
. 
Awards were presented to students across a wide range of 
categories from Academic awards, to School Spirit, to Christian 
Leadership and covering a spread of extra-curricular achievements. 
Awards are given to acknowledge the holistic range of skills and 
aptitudes of the students.  For instance, the ‘Comhar Awards’ 
and ‘School Spirit Awards’ recognise generosity, empathy and 
teamwork which are essential to learning in a co-operative way 
and to success in life. 

Mr. O’Roarke presented the Principals’ Award to Niall Buckley 
and the Catherine McAuley Award to Meadhbh Lyons for their 
generosity of spirit in several areas of school life during their 
time in Mounthawk. Board of Management Awards were presented 
to Aoife Garvey and Graham Nelligan for their commitment and 
contribution to various aspects of school life. Enda Sugrue and 
Sean Hurley were chosen to receive Ceist Awards. The Tadhg 
O’Connell memorial shield for Physics was presented by his wife 
Mary to Diarmuid Moriarty, the UCC cup was presented to Michelle 
Quinlan for her diligence and commitment to her studies. 

An Gradam Gaeilge cuimhneachán ar Mháire Ní Ghéiní was 
awarded to Clodagh Fitzgerald. Iseult Daly received the Arts 
and Humanities award for her participation in and contribution 
to drama and music in Mounthawk. Head Girl, Aoife Garvey got 
an award for her involvement in the Student Council. Andrew 
Breewood got the Drama Award for his involvement in Drama, 
most recently in The Plough and the Stars. 

The evening also honoured several sporting achievements 
particularly in the area of athletics, with the school having won the 
Best Overall Girls School in Kerry and Best Senior Girls School in 
Munster in Track and Field. Sports Person of the Year award was 
presented to Sarah Cooper for her achievements in football and 
basketball. Three students were recognized for their outstanding 
achievement in sport; Andrew Barry for his involvement in the 
Kerry Minor Team, Cian Sullivan on his basketball success and 
Rory Hill for his achievements in golf. There were awards for 
debating in both Irish and Spanish.

Entertainment during the evening included a performance of ‘May 
it be’ and ‘Cuirfimid Danda Dandy’ from the school choir. Iseult 
Daly sang ‘Nella Fantasia.’ The choir finished the evening with an 
uplifting performance of ‘Something inside so Strong.’

The achievements of the students are a product of the commitment 
of all the school community; teachers, students and parents 
and a testament to the qualities of co-operation, dedication and 
enthusiasm that has become the hall mark of the school.
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Amy Hartnett, Sarah Hartnett, Mary O’Connell

Majella Votta, Melanie Daly, Eidin Dowling, 
Jessica Moynihan, Tara Lynch Rattigan

Enda Sugrue, Meadhbh Lyons, Aoife Garvey, 
Niall Buckley, Sean Hurley

Niall Buckley and Meadhbh Lyons

Rebecca O’Halloran, Cliona Leane, Emma Moynihan, 
Louise McGowan, Clodagh Shanahan, Majella Shanahan

Guidance Counselling

SUPERVISED STUDY

With June and the state examinations ongoing another school 
year draws to a close. It has been a productive and very busy five 
months in the Guidance Department. All applications to the C.A.O. 
were submitted by the end of January deadline while references 
for both D.A.R.E. and H.E.A.R. applicants were supplied by the 
April 1st deadline.  Information on Post Leaving Certificate 
courses, maintenance grants and preparing for life after school 
was disseminated to students in their weekly guidance classes. 

There were a number of invaluable information evenings, 
facilitated by the guidance department, addressing subject choices 
for 1st years going into 2nd year and the senior cycle subject 
options for 3rd and 4th years going into 5th year. A number of 
guest speakers, including representatives from Cork Institute of 
Technology, Quinn Business School and University College Cork 
spoke to Senior Cycle students, while representative from the 
Kerry Colleges of Further Education in Tralee and Listowel spoke 
to interested 6th years and LCA students. 

To begin the process of getting students to think about their future 
career paths, the Rothwell Miller Interest Blank was administered 
to all 5th years, including L.C.A. 1, while the Differential Aptitude 
Test was administered to all 4th years. 3rd years took the Career 
Decision Making test and the Qualifax Interest Inventory. 

Finally, we would like to thank our colleagues, parents and 
management for their continuing support. We wish the Junior 
Certificate students well in their upcoming exams and we bid 
farewell to another group of Leaving Certificate students. We 
hope that they will be happy and fulfilled on the individual paths 
they have chosen and, as they begin both their exams and their 
journey on from here, we leave them with the thought that 
“education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to 
those who prepare for it today.”

Ms. Farrell and Ms. O’ Mahony
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Supervised study will be begin on 
Monday 7th September 2015

Supervised study is available to all students from 
Monday to Thursday 4pm to 6 pm or
Monday to Friday 4pm to 7pm

We may also offer Night Study from 6.30 to 9pm 
(subject to demand)

Forms and Information are available from Ms Stella 
O’Shea.  Please see our website for study prices 
and policy.



The Lourdes Trip
Two days into the start of Sixth Year, I ditched the books and headed off 
to Lourdes with the Kerry Diocesan Pilgrimage. Last year, I was selected 
as one of four helpers from my school to help aid the sick, elderly and 
disabled travellers. Around three hundred people went on the pilgrimage 
in all, including forty helpers. I’m not joking when I say it was one of the 
best experiences I’ve ever had!  

One of the highlights of the trip was a visit to the world famous baths 
of Lourdes. Since the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. Bernadette 
in 1858 and told her to drink from the spring, millions of pilgrims have 
come to Lourdes on hearing about the miracles that happened there. We 
were told horror stories from more seasoned helpers that you would be 
submerged into the bath head first! Needless to say, I approached the 
bath with an air of apprehension, but thankfully this particular rumour 
turned out to be untrue. One was in and out in a matter of seconds 
before one had time to take in what was going on. I came out of the 
bath strangely invigorated and I asked the Spanish attendant on duty if 
he had ever seen a change come over a person after the baths. He told 
me he had witnessed “People coming to Lourdes with a whole pile of 
baggage but leaving with a new sense of determination.” On hearing 
this, I was reminded of my late friend Donal Walsh who visited Lourdes 
before he died of cancer. While he didn’t get the miraculous cure he 
perhaps hoped for, I’m sure Our Lady gave him the grace he needed to 
fearlessly speak out against suicide and capture the nation’s heart.

Sometimes in obsessing over the big miracles of Lourdes, you miss out 
on the little ones. These were evident to me, in the transformation some 
of the people underwent during the pilgrimage. Many pilgrims would 
come to Lourdes depressed and burdened by loneliness, perhaps having 
minimal human contact all year round. These same people would leave 
Lourdes with a new zeal and love for life. I’m certain that the youth, 
vigour and generosity of the helpers helped achieve this.

One of my most abiding memories of Lourdes was visiting the Grotto of 
Our Lady on the last night. After a parting meal in the local restaurant, a 
group of the helpers decided to head down to the Grotto to say goodbye 
to Our Lady. By this time it was 1:00 a.m. so we were expecting the 
Grotto to be deserted but were extremely moved to see a group of 
pilgrims, still kneeling down praying in the candlelight. It was an 
extremely moving sight and I decided to kneel down and say my own 
final goodbye to Our Lady. Laura, a fellow helper, and I then had our 
“Nawwh” moment as we lit a candle asking Our Lady to watch over us 
during our Leaving Cert year. 

By Séan Hurley

Rory Hill, a fifth year student in 
Mercy Mounthawk, achieved his life-
long dream of representing Ireland 
in golf last April. He was selected 
to be part of a team of eight golfers 
to represent Ireland against Wales. 
Rory won an impressive two out 
of three matches. This was vital to 
Ireland winning the overall match 
and lifting the Cardigan Cup.

Apprentice Chef 
Finalist

Diarmuid Barry T.Y.

Our Home Economics teacher, Ms O’Halloran treated 
our class to a day in the I.T. where chefs Mark Doe and 
Simon O’Regan gave a cookery demonstration and a tour 
of the Hotel and Culinary Arts section of the I.T.  When 
Ms O’Halloran suggested we should enter the Apprentice 
Chef competition, I immediately started working on my 
recipe. After several consultations with my mentor, Mark 
Doe, who gave me lots of tips and advice, I came up with 
a recipe of chicken stuffed with cream cheese, sundried 
tomatoes and spinach, served with roasted vegetables of 
butternut squash, carrot and red onion,  creamed cabbage 
and mashed potato.  

I was thrilled to get through to the finals of the competition. 
Despite being excited and nervous, I knew that this was the 
best I ever cooked my dish. All the finalists were given a 
certificate, an ambri board and a Just Cook cookbook. I 
really enjoyed the experience and developed a new found 
interest in food. 
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HSE

Our Rory Wins 
Cardigan Cup

The Health Service Executive will be in 
Mercy Mounthawk on the following dates: 

Wednesday 30th September 2015 - HPV Vaccination 
1st year girls, 1st dose

Wednesday 20th April 2015 - HPV Vaccination 
1st year girls, 2nd dose

Wednesday 16th March 2016 - T DAP Vaccination 

1st year boys  



Excellence in Science

ISTA Science 
Silver Medal Winners Scifest 2015 

Health 
Awareness 
Award Winners

ISTA Junior and 
Senior Science 
Winners

Skyglobe Planetarium

First Year Science Quiz Winners

Four teams represented the school at the ISTA Junior Science 
Quiz on the 26th of March. 29 teams took part from all over the 
county. Eoghan O’Buachalla, Thomas Curran, Nessa McGarthy 
and Diarmuid O’Connor were Silver Medalists. They scored 45 
points out of 48 , two points short of the winning team. Our 
three other teams ended on equal scoring of 42 points.

Scifest is a one day international 
science and technology 
competition for second- level 
students that showcases 
original projects.  I.T. Tralee 
played host to one of 15 regional finals on the 7th May.  In 
total there were 76 entries from around the region with 180 
students taking part.  

Mercy Mounthawk’s John McCrohan and Robin Porter, picked 
up the Health Awareness Award for their project that investigated 
the level of micro-organisms on modern technological devices. 
11 other projects also represented the school at the event.

18 teams took part in this year’s First Year Science Quiz on the 
14th  of Nov in aid of Recovery Haven. This year’s quiz masters 
were Norma O’Connor and Karen O’Brien. The winners were: 1st 
place: Sean Hussey, Oliver Hart and Timothy Grimes. 
2nd place: Robin Porter, John McCrohan and Jeremi Szlapta. 
3rd place: Padraic Linnane, Daniel Fok Sang and Aaron Malik. 
The quiz was sponsored by Cotters Catering.

Three teams represented Mounthawk in the regionals of the  
ISTA Senior Science Quiz in the I.T.T. on the 13th November. 
After two nail biting tie-breaking rounds, Mounthawk 
emerged victorious. Diarmuid Moriarty, Grace Egan and 
Marcus O’Brien represented the school in the All-Irelands in 
Trinity on the 22nd November. Matt Clancy, Gavin Connolly, 
Tadhg Connolly, Andrew McEllistrim, Shane Commane and 
Ciara Kelliher came joint fourth at the regionals. 2014 sees 
Mounthawk holding both the Junior and the Senior ISTA 
Science Quiz titles.

The skyglobe planetarium visited the school on Friday the 27th 
of February. Some second years, transition years, fifth years and 
6th years attended the show. The planetarium displayed stars, 
constellation lines, planets, the sun and the moon. It was a 
spectacular event.
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Transition Year

A wonderful night was had by Transition Years, their parents and 
teachers on Wednesday 27th of May in Ballyroe Hotel when the 
Mounthawk Transition Year class of 2015 gathered for their annual 
Awards Night. Over three hundred people attended the event, at 
which the students received certificates of participation in the year as 
well as for their involvement with many projects and organisations 
throughout the year. For example athletics and basketball coaching 
and mentoring, first aid, Gaisce - the President’s Award, Y.S.I., 
Environmentalism, St. John of Gods, European Youth Parliament, 
‘121 Digital’ (where students tutored senior citizens on the use of 
technology), to name but a few.

The first half of the evening involved the presentation of certificates, 
speeches and the highly anticipated awards ceremony. Music was 
provided by Aisling Williams, Amy Shalvey, Gerri O’Brien, Sinead 
Leen, Tracey O’Keeffe and a large contingent of the students on drums 
and percussion. Our guest speaker was retired Garda Superintendent 
Donal O’Sullivan who advised the TY’s to get summer jobs involving 
work with the public; this he said, was great training for life. He also 

spoke about ‘the rocks on the road of life’ and what the young boys 
and girls should watch out for as they progress on that road.

Almost sixty awards were presented, Megan Kennedy received the 
Coordinator’s Award and deserving winners - Cillian O’Regan and 
Sinead Ryan received  the Student of the Year awards. 

The second half of the evening gave students the opportunity to 
showcase their acting skills which had been fine-tuned over the year 
during their drama classes. The audience was treated to excerpts 
from Samuel Beckett’s ‘Waiting for Godot’, Brian Friel’s ‘Translations’, 
‘Dancing at Lughnasa’ and ‘Philadelphia Here I Come’.  Monty Python’s 
“Woody” sketch and the You Tube sensation “Substitute Teacher” 
provided comedy relief between the more serious scenes. The quality 
of the acting was second to none and showed TY drama at its best. 
The drama teachers, Ms. Costello, Ms. Sheldon and Ms. Hunt were 
very proud of the efforts of their students and must be credited with 
turning their young novices into very capable performers.
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By Mr Kissane

In Mercy Mounthawk we find that the real value of Transition Year is 
in fostering the personal and emotional development of the students. 
We find it enhances their self-confidence, self-esteem and their ability 
to deal with new and challenging situations. This personal growth was 
nurtured throughout the year, for example through The Fashion Show in 
November, that was run in an impressively professional manner as was 
the Cycle Against Suicide event. The TY C.O.S.I. team under the watchful 
eye of Ms. Hunt, was instrumental in organising this event in addition 
to producing two videos promoting the school as a hub for the national 
Cycle. The environment class held an Eco forum, discussing some of the 
effects of climate change, for over one hundred students from around 
Tralee. It was during the run up to this event in April that the Transition 
Years came into their own.

I saw the members of the environment class grow and blossom 
over those few days but most of all I witnessed a transformation. A 
transformation away from young girls and boys, a transformation from 
shy students, somewhat unsure of what they were doing, into young 
adults, visibly more confident, obviously more competent and capable 
and dare I say it, taller, prouder and more happy.

This new maturity and confidence is, I believe, the result of the student’s 
commitment to the year and all it has to offer. A special word of thanks 
must go to the core team, Ms. Farrell, Ms. Hunt, Ms. Flanagan, Mr. 
Redican and Mr. Fleming who oversaw the running of the year as well 
as ensuring the integrity of the year’s structure.

Ruth O’Connell – T.Y.

Transition Year 
Fashion Show - 
Dance Around the 
Globe
Every year the fashion show is undoubtedly one of 
the highlights of Transition Year, with T.Y. students 
organizing and featuring in the event. The theme of this 
year’s fashion show 
was ‘Dancing Around The Globe’. 

Rehearsals began in early October. All members of 
the committee had plenty of work to do, including the 
chairpersons Sinead Deasy and Mark Maloney. Shops 
had to be contacted and fittings organized, Spot prizes 
had to be sourced. The art committee designed posters 
while the PR committee advertised and promoted the 
event. 

All transition years were anxious for the fashion show 
to succeed, as the money raised went towards the new 
extension and the ‘Cycle against Suicide’ campaign. 
This campaign helps raise awareness of self-harm, 
depression and suicide, and is an overall great cause. 
Both the day show and night show were a huge success, 
the amazing dancing routines and sound and lighting 
set up by Alan Johnson made it one of the best fashion 
shows of this school to date.

Thanks to Ms.Hunt and Ms.Flanagan for all the time and 
effort they put in both during and after school and to 
every T.Y. student who took part. It was a truly great 
night that no T.Y. student will ever forget, and it was all 
in aid of a good cause.
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Excellence in Maths

First Place for pi Quiz Team

National Winners of 
Hooper Medals

Maths Poster 
Competition Winners

First Year Maths Quiz Winners

Mathletics

Maths teacher Mr.Lyne with Shane Costello, Shane 
Walsh, Lauren Murphy and Lauren O’Grady who claimed 
first prize from a total of 28 teams across the county. The 
quiz is run by the IMTA (Irish maths Teachers Association) 

The John Hooper Medal for statistics is a competition which aims 
to reward students’ abilities to describe their environment with 
the help of statistics and to use statistics as a tool for making 
sense of daily life. Edel Slattery, Norma O’Connor, Clodagh 
Byrne, Ciara Holmes, Aoife Grimes and Christine O’Sullivan 
received their awards at the Dept. of Education, Dublin from 
Minister for Research and Innovation Sean Sherlock T.D.

Kate Crowley (1st Place) with runners-up Caoimhe Edwards, 
Jack Prendergast and Niamh Ferris were the award winners of 
the Maths Poster Competition that was run during Maths week.

Isabelle Lynch came 2nd 
and Timothy Grimes got 
3rd place from a total of 30 
of the top students across 
Kerry who competed in 
the First Year Maths Quiz 
in I.T.Tralee recently.  
Eoin Walsh and Thomas 
Greaney also were selected 
to represent the school and 
did well on the night. 

Second year student, Adam Butler became Kerry County 
Champion in the MATHletes Challenge this year. The 
MATHletes challenge is a maths tournament for Ireland 
based on the Khan Academy approach to learning and 
teaching maths. Students compete online through the 
Khan Academy website. To become county champion is no 
mean feat and shows Adam’s self-motivation to compete 
and excel in the area of mathematics. 
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GEMMA’S UNIFORMS
Gemma’s will be in school on 

Thursday 6th August 
Friday 7th August
Thursday 20th August

From 9.30 to 5 p.m.
Uniforms may be ordered or purchased on these dates.



1st Year Boys Football

1st Year 
Boys Blitz

1st Year Ladies Football

Senior Ladies Football

Coached by Mr O’Grady & Mr Sugrue.

A huge interest was shown in the 1st Year Boys Class Leagues which 
ran from September to December 2014. 56 players took part, playing 
on Tuesdays and Wednesday. Following the completion of the league 
matches, the top teams played off against each other in the Plate and 
Shield Finals. Victorious Captains for both teams received Trophies 
and will keep these for the next year until next year’s 1st year league 
competition finishes. 

1st  year ladies football team was coached by Ms Flanagan and Ms 
Dineen and assisted by Transition year students  Shelly McKenna and 
Ellen O’ Connell. The girls took part in several fun blitzes throughout 
the year and participated very well in these games. The school also 
entered two 1st  year ladies teams into the Munster schools 1st  year 
blitz in Mallow with one of the teams reaching the semi-final. A fun 
year was had by all and long term friendships were made!

Great credit is due this year to Mercy Mounthawk’s senior ladies 
football team. Mounthawk are the proud winners of the Group C 
Kerry Division 2014-2015. In the group stages, Mounthawk defeated 
Sliabh Luachra, Castleisland and ISK. 

The 1st year Boys Division 1 Blitz was played on the 21st of 
April 2015 in Caherslee with Mercy Mounthawk part of the 
Kerry A Schools. In Mounthawk’s Group A were St Brendan’s 
Killarney, CBS Tralee, ISK Killorglin. Group B consisted of 
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne, Coláiste na Sceilge, Tarbert & 
Rathmore.

Mercy Mounthawk’s opening match was against ISK Killorglin. 
After a few issues being addressed at half time, Mounthawk 
produced a stirring second half performance, turning the 
half time deficit of 11 points right around into a level match 
midway into the second. Mounthawk kept up the momentum 
throughout and ended with a win by 7 points. The win gave 
Mounthawk a very positive opening to the Blitz. 

Mounthawk ended the day in 3rd position in the table which 
meant they qualified for the Division 2 Semi-Finals on the 1st 
May in John Mitchells GAA pitch. Mounthawk were drawn 
against Tarbert with Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne drawn 
against ISK Killorglin. Mounthawk dominated their game 
from start to finish, putting severe pressure on the Tarbert 
team all over the pitch with no less than 10 players scoring. 
Final score was 6-12 to 0-2.

From the coaches perspective there is the nucleus of a very 
good team for the U-15 Corn Éamainn Uí Dhonnchú Munster 
competition in October 2015, when the mix of players from 
2nd and 3rd year is combined. Any player whose date of birth 
is in 2001 will be eligible for selection in that squad. 

Overall top 5 scorers for Mounthawk in 1st year were Leo 
Gaxha (1-5), Conor O’Brien (2-7), Patrick Dowling (3-5), 
Darragh Courtney (3-6) and Padraig McCannon (4-8)
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Congratulations to 5th year student, Andrew Barry, 
All-Ireland medal winner with 2014 Kerry Minor team. 
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Girls Basketball

It has been a great year for girls’ basketball in the school with 
both the Seniors and First years winning All Ireland titles. Our 
U-16 and U-14 teams also reached All Ireland Cup finals.

Senior Girls
Having captured the South-West title in December, the senior girls 
team qualified for the All Ireland play-offs, held in Mounthawk 
in early February. After a straight forward victory over Colaiste 
Oiriall, from Monaghan, the girls probably produced their best 
performance of the year to overcome a very strong Glanmire 
Community School team, who had defeated Mounthawk in the 
All Ireland Cup semi-final.

Next up was Colaiste Iognaid from Galway in the All Ireland semi-
final held in Tallaght and again Mounthawk produced a very good 
performance to win. Mounthawk met Scoil Mhuire from Longford 
in the All Ireland final. In front of cheering fan creating a great 
atmosphere in the National Basketball Arena, where  both schools 
were very well supported, our girls had to dig deep against a very 
good Longford team. Having taken a 3 point lead at half time, 
our girls pushed on early in the 3rd quarter to lead by 7 points. 
Longford came back and facing the final quarter, there was only 
1 point between the teams. However, Mounthawk saved the best 
until last and produced a scintillating last quarter to push to 
victory with fantastic support from the fans. Co-captain Aoife 
Crowley and Sarah Cooper raised the cup on behalf of the team.

1st Year Girls
Our first year girls’ team went through the year unbeaten. They 
captured the South West title in April defeating I.S.K., Killorglin 
in the semi-final in a very close encounter and then had a great 
win over Caherciveen in the final. This qualified the girls for the 
All Ireland play-offs in Galway. Here the girls defeated the host 
team Taylor’s Hill and Scoil Mhuire, Longford.

On to Tallaght, where the girls defeated St.Genevieve’s, Belfast. 
Reaching the final was a fantastic achievement, where they were 
challenged by Presentation, Kilkenny. After a very close 1st half, 
the scores were tied 11 – 11. Again, Mounthawk upped their 
performance and with some great defence, leading to numerous 
steals and some great baskets, our girls won the second half and 
won out comfortable winners in the end on a 40 -14 scoreline. 
Rachel and Ciara Ryan raised the Cup on behalf of the team.

U-16 Cup
Here our girls defeated St. Joseph’s Ballybunion in the All Ireland 
quarter final and travelled to the University of Limerick to face 
Loretto, Dalkey in the semi-final. Leading by 20 points at half 
time, Mounthawk looked well in control but an amazing fight 
back from Dalkey saw them take a 2 point lead with 30 seconds 
left on the clock. But the never say die attitude of our girls saw 
Rebecca Ryan hit a free throw and a basket to pull a 1 point 
victory out of the jaws of defeat. The team met the highly fancied 
Kiltimagh from Mayo in the final and despite a well fought match 
they could not get the better of the Mayo team.

U-14 Cup
In March, our U-14 team played St. Paul’s, Galway in the All 
Ireland semi-final with a comfortable win of 32 -23.  Later the 
girls played St. Genevieve’s, Belfast in the Final, and despite it 
being a close encounter, Mounthawk lost by 5 point in the end.
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Athletics

Cross Countrty 2014-2015
Mercy Mounthawk’s Cross Country team had tremendous success 
this academic year. Almost five hundred athletes from Kerry and 
West Limerick took part in this year’s Kerry Schools Cross Country 
Championship. Mounthawk athletes showed great determination 
and capability on the day with Mounthawk being presented with the 
Morkham Shield for Best Girls School and our boys’ team came runner 
up for Best Boys School. Our Minor, Junior and Senior Girls teams, 
along with our Senior Boys team made to the Munster Championships 
in C.I.T with one student, Cillian Tierney, qualifying for the All-Ireland 
Cross Country Competition.

Indoor Multi-Events 2014-2015
This year’s Munster Schools Multi-Events took place in Nenagh Co. 
Tipperary on Wednesday 5th November. It was the first year that Mercy 
Mounthawk entered a team of students into this competition and it 
certainly won’t be the last. The team of fifteen students, that represented 
Mounthawk on the day, deserve great recognition for their determination 
and skill. Six of these students were placed in the top ten of their age 
categories in Munster across all events, with one student Aoife O’Carroll, 
qualifying for the All-Ireland Multi Event Competition. This is a huge 
achievement for the school and for all athletes involved, and hopefully 
this will provide the school with its first step towards further success in 
the Multi Events Competition. 

Track & Field 2014-2015
Mercy Mounthawk’s Track and Field Athletics team has also proven very 
successful this year. Winning out the Girls Kerry Schools Track and Field 
Competition and coming runners up in the overall boy’s competition. 
They received a total of 77 medals in the County Competition and 71 
medals in the North Munster Competition and  21 medals at Munster 
Level. In addition to this, the girls were presented with Best Overall 
Girls School in Kerry and the Best Senior Girls Team in Munster. Huge 
congratulations and well done to all athletes involved throughout the 
year, including coaches Ms Lyndsey Moriarty, Ms Siobhán Stokes and 
Mr Liam Culloty, and best of luck to all athletes involved in the Munsters.

Boys Basketball
American Basketball 
Scholarship 

Mounthawk Boys Chosen 
For Irish Training Panel 

Leaving Cert. student, Cian Sullivan and captain of the under-19 
boys’ basketball team has started the process of heading to the 
USA after his Leaving Certificate in Mercy Mounthawk. While 
attracting the interested of several prep-schools and colleges 
in the east coast of America. He has accepted a basketball 
scholarship to St. Andrews College U.S.A. We wish him the best 
of luck in the future.                                                 

Senior Boys Basketball Team

This year has been a historic year for boys’ basketball with 
not one, not two but four boys making their respective 
Irish Training panels. Philip Corkery, Dominic Craig and 
David Mc Carthy have all made the last 33 of the under-15 
Irish team and will now spend the next year training 
before the final cut is made next summer. Garry Fernane 
has also made the last 33 of the Irish under-18 team who 
will train later this year before the final cut is made. This 
shows the strength and depth in the school’s talent.   

Second Chance Uniforms
The Parents’ Council are asking parents to donate any 
school uniforms that are clean and in good condition 
and that they no longer need to this worthy scheme. 

Uniforms may be dropped in at the main office. 

SECOND CHANCE UNIFORMS WILL BE ON 
SALE IN THE SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY 
19TH AUGUST FROM 12 – 2pm



SCHOOL RE-OPENING DATES
Thursday 27th August Staff Meeting
Friday 28th August 1st year students begin school 
 Teacher Subject department meetings
Monday 31st August 3rd and 6th year, LCA 2 students return (1st years not in school)
Tuesday 1st September 5th years return (school for 1st 3rd 5th 6th years)                                                                                    
Wednesday 2nd September 2nd year students return (school for 1st  2nd 3rd 5th and 6th years)
Thursday 3rd September 4th year students return (school for 1st2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th years)
Thursday 3rd September T.Y. Parents Night – 8p.m.                                         
 

HOLIDAYS
October Mid-Term Closing Friday 23rd October. Reopen Monday 2nd  November
Christmas Holidays Closing Tuesday 22nd December. Reopen Wednesday 6th January
Spring Mid-Term Closing Friday 12th February. Reopen Monday 22nd  February
Easter Holidays Closing Wednesday 16th March. Reopen Monday 4th April
Summer Holidays Closing Friday 3rd June

IMPORTANT DATES
Thursday 6th /Friday 7th August Gemma’s Uniforms in school
Wednesday 19th August Second Chance Uniforms 12 – 2 p.m.
Thursday 20th August Gemma’s Uniforms in school
Thursday 3rd September Talk for parent of students in Transition Year
Tuesday 8th September Talk for parents and students 3rd and 6th years 7.30
Wednesday 16th September Talk for parents and students of 1st years 7.30
Wednesday 23rd September AGM of Parents Council, 8 p.m.
Thursday 24th September Mercy Day
Thursday 24th September Talk for parents and students of 2nd and 5th years  7.30
Tuesday 6th October Staff CPD/Subject Meetings (3.45 – 6.15pm)
12th – 16th October Maths Week
Wednesday 21st  October Transition Year Parent-Teacher Meeting 4.15-6.45
Friday 6th November Staff CPD/Subject Meetings (3.45 – 6.15pm)
Saturday 7th November Open Day 9.30-2.00
9th – 13th November Science Week
16th – 20th November Health Promotion Week
Tuesday 17th November 6th year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Monday 30th November 3rd year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Thursday 10th December  Carol service in the church of Our Lady and St. Brendan
16th - 22nd December House Exams for 1st, 2nd,  5th years
Wednesday 16th December Staff Meeting 
Thursday 14th January Senior Cycle Options Talk for parents of TY/3rd year students
Wednesday 20th January 1st year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
1st – 5th February Catholic Schools Week
Monday 1st  February Meeting for parents of 1st years re 2nd year subject choices, 7.30 p.m
Tuesday 2nd February 5th year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Thursday 4th -12th February Mock exams for 3rd and 6th years
Thursday 25th February 2nd  year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Saturday 27th   February  Admissions Day 
March 7th  – 11th Reading Week
March 14th – 16th Seachtain na Gaeilge
Tuesday 15th March Staff Meeting
April 4th – 15th State Oral Examinations
Thursday 7th April Staff CPD/Subject Meetings (3.45 – 6.15pm)
April 18th  – 22nd Health Promotion Week
April 18th – 29th State Practical Exams
Monday 25th April Staff CPD/Subject Meetings (3.45 – 6.15pm)
Wednesday 11th May Staff Meeting
Wednesday 18th May Awards Night
Friday 27th May Graduation Mass
Wednesday 1st June Transition Year Night
Week of May 30th   Block Study for 3rd / 6th years. Summer exams for 1st /2nd /5th years

Outline Calendar 2015/2016


