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A FrAmework  
For Junior CyCle

When will things happen?
This will be introduced gradually with the introduction of revised 
subjects beginning with English in 2014 and other subjects from 
2015 . Teachers need time to make the change and NCCA will 
need to evaluate the change as it is introduced. It will all happen at 
a planned and steady pace. 

Year
New 

Framework 
in schools

Introduction of 
subjects

Junior cycle 
certification

2012/13
Planning

Junior Certificate 
as usual

2013/14

2014/15 1st year 
students English

2015/16 1st and 2nd 
year students

Irish, Science &
Business Studies

Other subjects will be introduced:

2016/2017

 � Art, Craft, Design
 � Modern Languages
 � Home Economics
 � Music
 � Geography

2017/2018

 � Mathematics
 � Technology subjects
 � Religious Education
 � Jewish Studies
 � Classics
 � History

From 2014, schools can include short courses on the curriculum.

Principles for  
the new junior cycle 

1
QuAlity
All students experience a high quality education, 
characterised by high expectations of learners and 
the pursuit of excellence.

2
wellbeing
The curriculum contributes directly to the physical, 
mental and social wellbeing of students.

3
CreAtivity And innovAtion
The curriculum provides opportunities for students 
to develop their abilities and talents in the areas of 
creativity, innovation and enterprise.

4
ChoiCe And Flexibility
The curriculum, while broad in nature, offers 
sufficient choice and flexibility to meet the needs of 
students.

5
engAgement, relevAnCe And 
enJoyment
The experience of the curriculum encourages 
participation, is engaging and enjoyable for students, 
and relevant to their lives.

6
inClusive eduCAtion
The educational experience is inclusive of all 
students and contributes to equality of opportunity, 
participation and outcome for all.

7
Continuity
The curriculum enables students to build on their 
learning to date and actively supports their progress 
in learning.

8
liFelong leArning
The curriculum supports students in developing the 
learning skills that will assist them in meeting the 
challenges of life beyond school, of further 
education, and of working life.

Further information
Your child’s school will have more information on the junior 
cycle and how it plans to structure the specific programme 
he/she will be following. 

For further detail check out the NCCA website www.ncca.ie



Curriculum

A new Framework for Junior Cycle is being introduced. It will be 
used by a school to plan and develop its new junior cycle 
curriculum. At the heart of the Framework are 24 statements of 
learning. These describe what students should know, understand, 
value and be able to do at the end of junior cycle.

Priority is also given to the skills of literacy and numeracy and six 
key skills for learning, living and working in the 21st century; 
Communicating, Being Creative, Managing Myself, Working With 
Others, Staying Well, Managing Information and Thinking. 

The curriculum will contain subjects as it does now. But there 
will also be short courses. Schools can choose to offer short 
courses developed by NCCA in their new junior cycle and they will 
be able to create their own short courses. So the curriculum could 
contain short courses on Chinese or Digital Media for example.

Assessment in the new junior cycle

In our current junior cycle, assessment tends to be focused on the 
examination at the end of three years, and on preparation for it. 
This means that less attention is paid to day-today assessment. 
Students need to know on a regular basis what they are doing well, 
where they need to improve and also, how they can improve. Using 
an assessment approach that includes discussion and feedback 
gives teachers, students and the parents of students a better 
picture of the learning taking place and the steps to improvement. 

Assessment at the end of junior cycle

The grade received for subjects will be made up of 60% for  
a final assessment held towards the end of third year and 40%  
for assessment of schoolwork completed by the student during 
second and third year. With the exception of English, Irish and 
Mathematics, all assessment will be school-based and teachers 
will be involved in the assessment of their own students for 
certification.

Junior cycle reporting and certificate 

There will be new arrangements for reporting to parents and 
students. To promote communication between school, parent  
and student, there will be regular reporting during junior cycle. 

At the end of his/her junior cycle each student will receive a 
School Certificate. This will record results in subjects, short 
courses, priority learning units the student has studied for the 
certificate, as well as any other learning experiences. Other 
features of school life such as attendance, personal and social 
development will be reported on too. Parents and students  
will have space to include their comments.

moving on to senior cycle

Changing what students learn and how they learn, as well as  
really involving them in assessment, helps them to think differently 
about themselves as learners. With this experience, they will be 
better equipped to tackle learning at senior cycle and beyond.

In developing junior cycle courses NCCA will ensure that clear 
connections are established between junior cycle courses and  
the related Leaving Certificate subject syllabus so that students 
experience a smooth move from one to the other.

Of course, curriculum at senior cycle is not static – developments 
have been taking place there too! By 2020, when the new Junior 
Cycle is fully established in schools, the senior cycle will also  
have developed. 

We have been hearing for some time now, from a variety of 
sources that junior cycle needs to change. NCCA consulted 
on junior cycle and we heard clearly that junior cycle isn’t 
serving students as well as it should. And the same message 
is also coming from research on the experience of students, 
from the performance of students in PISA and in feedback 
from schools themselves. A particular worry is that in the 
junior cycle some students disconnect from schooling and 
from learning and fail to develop the skills they later need  
to learn, to live and to work.

The new junior cycle is designed to get all students 
engaged with learning. It will allow teachers to bring 
learning and assessment together and will help parents 
know, and find out more about, their child as a learner.

The first years of post-primary education marks a time of 
significant transition; from primary to post-primary school 
and from childhood to early adulthood. As they undertake 
these journeys, their school experience should have a 
positive effect on the wellbeing of young people, as well as 
improving their engagement with learning. In the new 
junior cycle, it will.

The time is right for real change in real classrooms. We 
have to ensure that students coming into junior cycle over 
the next few years get the opportunity to have an 
educational experience that better meets their needs.

Why do we 
need to change?


