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Almost eight months ago, a group of students auditioned the school play. I had never seen 'Sive' 

before so I was unsure what to expect. We all waited in the Demonstration room until Ms.Behan, 

Ms. Sheldon, and Ms. Costello arrived. They were our guides on this journey. We were each 

handed a sheet with dialogue of a scene in the play. Everyone seemed excited and the pool of 

talent was amazing. We began to see some students already moulding into character. A week 

later, we had the call-backs. Competition grew fierce until finally the cast was picked. The part 

of Carthalawn was to be played by Pauric McCarthy, who would be performing for the very first 

time on stage. Pats Bocock, Carthalawn's father, was to be played by Daniel Horgan. Sean Dota, 

an old man with an eye for Sive, was played by Kevin Dowling. Liam Scuab, Sive's sweetheart, 

was to be played by David Byrne. Nanna Glavin, Sive's grandmother, was to be played by 

Mairead Leen. Mike Glavin, Sive's Uncle, was to be played by Jamie Sugrue. Thomasheen Sean 

Rua, the matchmaker, was to be played by Jonathan Ryan. Mena Glavin, Mike's wife, was to be 

played by Cassie McElligott and the part of Sive was to be played by none other than Una Nolan. 

We were handed or scripts and we were now ready to start the journey to the stage. 

 

Rehearsals began and, needless to say, the whole cast mixed well. We all gathered, three to four 

evenings a week, to rehearse in the music room. Our three mentors helped us to develop into our 

characters. Each cast member became their character within weeks. Direction was the most 

important factor in some scenes. A few members of the cast, who were in the school musical 

'Grease' last year, were very pleased to see the return of Mr. Behan. With his experience of this 

play, we were able to further understand our characters and the play itself. As the cast were very 

close, rehearsals were incredibly enjoyable and funny as we attempted to pronounce such lines as 

“A ban of cows”; “A hatful of Bornacks”, and “I love you” which was a great challenge for 

David for a long period of time. 

 

Eventually, when we reached January and the dreaded snow arrived, we were allowed more time 

to rehearse in school. As the show drew closer, the cast were sent around, from class to class, 

promoting the show. We suspect Dan drank a few gallons of coffee that morning as when we 

went into each class Pats Bocock arrived and Dan had disappeared. Students were amazed with  

the character of Pats as he promoted the show in full costume and character. It was a promotion 

to remember. 

 

As the week of the show was upon us, photographers from the local newspapers and Radio Kerry 

arrived at the school. We were now starting to feel the excitement and the pressure. We arrived 

in Siamsa Tíre on the 26th of January. The set was now in and the crew were making 

adjustments. We dressed in costumes and had our first dress rehearsal on stage. The dress 

rehearsal was like no other as the quality of the set brought us back in time to the 1950s when 

Sive was set. The cast understood that we all had to 'up' our game to match the quality of the rest 

of the show. The rehearsal flew by and all that remained was opening night. 

 

I have never had a better experience than being on that stage acting my heart out along with the 

rest of the cast. The intense emotions were portrayed in such a manner that we could even hear 

audience members in tears by the end of each night. Our three mentors couldn't have been more 

proud of us. We were so grateful to them for giving us the tools to put on a show of such quality 



in Siamsa Tíre. The cast members all collected some money and got a gift for each of our 

mentors. 

 

The comments we received after the performance overjoyed us all. 'Sive' has now improved the 

school's standard of talent and also warmed our hearts. We all miss those days where we were in 

rehearsal, trying to pronounce the words. 'Sive' is truly a show that we will never forget and I 

hope that, one day, I get the chance to perform again just as I have done with Mercy Mounthawk. 


