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ART  COMPETITIONS

Dora Bogdanovic, a Second Year student, won First
Prize in the over-15 category of the Young Pioneer Art
Competition. She chose the theme “Cultures”. 

´́ Áine Daly, a First Year student, was also successful in the
same comeptition, coming first in the Under 15 category.

‘Áine Daly also won the Credit Union Poster competition.
The theme for this year’s competition was “Credit Union -
Fifty Years Serving Communities in Ireland”. ‘’Áine won
over €600 over the course of the three stages of the
competition. The final presentation was made at the
Gresham Hotel, Dublin. Her winning entry will be
published in the annual Credit Union calendar. 

SEACHTAIN  NA  GAEILGE  2008

Sheol an scríbhneoir Maidhc Dainín Ó Sé Seachtain na Gaeilge sa
scoil seo  ar an 7ú Márta. Spreag sé na daltaí go léir chun meas a
bheith acu ar  ár dteanga dúchais agus í a labhairt le bród . Bhain
lucht na cúigiú bliana taitneamh agus tairbhe as seisiún breá cainte is
scéalaíochta uaidh agus, gan dabht, cúpla port ar an mbosca ceoil.

Eagraíodh a lán imeachtaí éagsúla i rith na seachtaine agus ghlac
formhór na ndaltaí páirt i gceann amháin díobh, ar a laghad. Bhain an
chéad bhliain sult as Tráth na gCeist agus bronnadh trófaithe deasa
ar na buaiteoirí agus ar na leasbhuaiteoirí.

Léirigh lucht na céad, dara, is cúigiú bliana a scileanna ealaíne sa
Chomórtas Ealaíne a bhí bunaithe ar Sheanfhocail. Bhí a gcuid oibre
le feiceáil sa phríomh halla ar feadh na seachtaine  agus ansan
cuireadh ar aghaidh é go dtí an Comórtas Náisiúnta.

Chuir daltaí ceoil sóisearacha na scoile Seisiún Traidisiúnta ar fáil -
ceol, amhránaíocht is rince, a chuir ardú meanmain ar an lucht
féachana. Eagraíodh Céilí sa Halla Spóirt do lucht na dara bliana
agus ba mhór an craic a bhí acu ag foghlaim agus ag déanamh na
rincí Gaelacha.

D’fháiltigh an tríú bliain roimh an scríbhneoir Ré Ó Laighléis, a thug
caint dóibh ar a shaothar úrscéalaíochta is gearrscéalaíochta. Bhain
siad ard taitneamh as a thréimhse leo.

Ghlac lucht na hArdteiste páirt sa Chomórtas Aiste bliantúil,
cuimhneachán ar Mháire Ní Ghéiní. Bronnadh Gradam Gaeilge 2008 ar
an mbuaiteoir, Cáit Ní Chréagáin, a léirigh ard chaighdeán Gaeilge.

Chuaigh daltaí na hIdirbhliana, chomh maith le daltaí ón gcúigiú is ón
séú bliain, go Luimneach chun an Dráma ‘An Triail’ a fheiceáil.
Bhaineadar an-sásamh as an léiriú, a bhí greannmhar agus ábhairín
neamhghnách. Cabhróidh sé go mór lena staidéar ar an dráma don
Ardteist.

Ní bréag ar bith a rá gur comóradh Seachtain na Gaeilge go cuí sa
scoil seo gainne. Léiríodh do chách gur féidir spórt is scléip, sult is

spraoi a bhaint as an nGaeilge. An Ghaeilge Abú!
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WELCOME
Welcome to Volume 7 Issue 2 of the Parents’ Newsletter.  As always it is a snapshot of life in Mercy Mounthawk over the past school year The
purpose of a newsletter is to make you, the parents and guardians, aware of the innumerable activities undertaken by the students of the school,
and familiar with the available facilities, so that you will encourage your children to participate in education in the broadest sense.

Education is a comprehensive, co-operative, complex business where the entire school community makes a significant contribution. Mounthawk is
an intense, dynamic social laboratory within which 1160 students and their parents, 84 teachers and other staff, a vibrant Parents’ Council and
Board of Management participate. Here, an active, thriving community daily negotiates a significant phase in the life of every student.

As this is my last association with a Mounthawk Newsletter, I know it will be a store house of memories for me as I hope it will be for you. I know
you will keep it as part of your son/daughter’s school memorabilia. Our thanks to Mr. John O’Roarke, Mr. Jim Fitzgibbon and especially Ms. Marie
O’Connor for making it possible. I hope you enjoy it.   

Thank you for seven hectic years.     
Have a very pleasant Summer and God bless you all.

Tony Behan
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OUTLINE CALENDAR 2008/2009
SCHOOL  UNIFORMS:
Gemma’s, the official suppliers of the school uniform, will be in the school from 9.30 to 5.00 on Wednesday 20th August for 1st year students and
on Thursday 21st August for all other students.

SCHOOL  RE-OPENING  DATES:
Monday 25th August Staff Meeting and Inservice Day
Tuesday 26th August Orientation Day for 1st year students
Thursday 28th August 1st year, 2nd year, 3rd year, LCA2 and 6th year students return
Friday 29th 5th year and LCA1 students return
Monday 1st September Induction Day for Transition Year students

PARENT/TEACHER  MEETINGS:
6th years and LCA2 Thursday 20th November 4.15-6.45
3rd years Monday 8th December 9.30-12.30
5th years and LCA1 Wednesday 28th January 4.15.-6.45
1st years Tuesday 3rd March 9.30-12.30
2nd years Tuesday 24th March 4.15-6.45
Transition Years During week beginning 26th January

HOLIDAYS
October mid-term Closing on Friday 24th October & re-opening on Monday 3rd  November
Christmas holidays Closing on Tuesday 23rd December & re-opening on Wednesday 7th January
Spring mid-term Closing on Friday 13th February & re-opening on Monday 23rd February
St Patrick’s week-end Closing on Friday 13th March & re-opening on Wednesday 18th March
Easter holidays Closing on Friday 3rd April & re-opening on Monday 20th April
Summer holidays Closing on Friday 29th May

IMPORTANT  DATES
Friday 5th September Leaving Cert team-building weekend in Delphi
Tuesday 9th September  Talk for parents of Transition Year students at 8p.m. in school’s General Purpose Area
Tuesday 30th September Talk for 1st year students and their parents at 8p.m. in school’s General Purpose Area
Wednesday 15th October AGM of the Parents’ Council at 8p.m.
Monday 20th October Week of mid-term exams for Junior and Leaving Cert students
Saturday 8th November Open Day
October 20th to 24th 1st year days in Cappanalea
Wednesday 10th December  Carol Service in the Church of Our Lady & St Brendan
Mock exams 5th to 13th February
Wednesday 4th February     Meeting in Gym at 7.30 for parents of 3rd year and Transition Year students

re: Senior Cycle options and subject choices
Thursday 5th February Transition Year school tour
Friday 6th March Meeting in Gym at 8p.m. for parents of 1st year students re: 

2nd year subject Choices
Saturday 7th March Admissions Day
Tuesday 12th May Awards Night
Friday 15th May Leaving Cert Graduation Mass in Church of Our Lady & St Brendan
Friday 22nd May Transition Year end of year show in Siamsa Tíre
January 2009 School dramaa in Siams Tíre

ATTENTION  
1ST  YEAR  PARENTS

Looking forward to meeting all of you at the talk 
for 1st year students and their parents 

on Tuesday 30th September at 8.00pm 
in the school’s General Purpose Area.
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SCIFEST  ‘08
Six teams entered Scifest in the L.I.T. this year, under the
supervision of teachers Mrs  M Enright and Ms J. Lynch.
Over 50 groups from Munster participated in this
competition sponsored by Intel and Microsoft. Mercy
Mounthawk had tremendous success, receiving the
greatest number of awards. 

Cathal O’Donnell and Tom McCarthy were awarded
second place in the Technology category with their
“rainsensor”. Finbarr Hussey and Fearghal Fitzgibbon
won the Senior Biology Category with their “Study of
Social Behaviour Amongst Ants”. Previous Young
Scientist entrants, Cara Enright, Catherine Mannix and
Sarah Buckley were awarded First Place in the Life
Sciences category and Second Place in the overall
competition with their project “The Silent Killer”. 

Stephen Bergin from Intel Shannon presented the trophy
for overall runner-up in LIT's Scifest 2008 to Cara Enright,
Catherine Mannix and Sarah Buckley.

SCIENCE  QUIZ
2007 saw considerable success for Mounthawk's Science
quiz teams, who made it to the finals of the Irish Science
Teachers Association quiz in Trinity College Dublin. 

Only one point separated our senior and junior teams
from the winners in the finals.

The senior silver medallists were David Ruane, Elsie Ronan
and Michael Kelleher. Our junior team, which scored 47 out
of 50 points, consisted of Daragh Kneeshaw, Amy Phelan,
Seán Brophy and John Prendergast.

The teams were organised by Mrs Enright.

BT  YOUNG SCIENTIST
2007/2008

Cara Enright, Catherine Mannix and Sarah Buckley

participated in the BT Young Scientist competition with

their project “The Silent Killer”. 

Cara describes their project in this year’s Year Book: “I

was appalled when I heard about the sudden deaths

of four Irish adolescents in one week. I felt I should do

something to investigate this shocking occurrence. We

decided to enter a project which investigated the issue

of hypertension and its impact upon young people.

Hypertension can be caused by such factors as weight,

sedentary lifestyle, family history, diet and stress. A

third of people don’t even know that they suffer from

hypertension. It is vital that people get a check-up

every year. Remember ‘Prevention is the best cure’”. 

MATHS  TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL
MATHS  CONTEST
Emily Brick, Caoimhe Casey, Kate Cregan and Sarah

O’Carroll won the regional round of the Irish Maths

Teachers Association annual team maths contest.  The

maths whizzes beat off competition from fourteen other

schools.  The maths contest is based on the Leaving

Cert syllabus and has a table quiz format with eight

rounds of questions on all aspects of mathematics.  The

aim of the competition is to promote and popularise

maths and, hopefully, increase the number of students

who take up higher level maths.
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THE  UCC  PLUS+ PROGRAMME  

We have, at this point, completed six successful years as one of the

initial 22 schools. The programme has now expanded to include 39

schools and 3 colleges of further education linked to the UCC PLUS+

Programme. The programme seeks to target students who for a variety

of social or economic reasons are under-represented at third level

and to provide motivational, educational and financial assistance to

them through secondary schooling, to enhance their ability to

compete for third level places.

A number of sixth year students again this year used the programme’s

Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) 2008, as well as the CAO form

to apply to UCC and the other participating Universities. We wish them

the best of luck in their application.

Four transition year students were invited to the UCC PLUS+

Programme Easter School, which allowed students to explore areas of

personal interest within the different faculties at UCC and life as a third

level student in general.

UCC, in conjunction with the parents’ council, awarded scholarships to

one first year student and one second year student to attend the

Gaeltacht during the summer months. The recipients of these Gaeltacht

scholarships were: Emily O Reagan and Siobhán Ryle. We hope that

the experience will be of great value to them as they continue to

pursue their study of Irish in the junior and senior cycle.

The programme also sponsored projects competitions within the

linked schools. Each school received prizes in vouchers to the value of

€400. Prizes and certificates were presented to four first year students

on behalf of class 1.2 and four second year students from class 2.1 at

the awards ceremony at UCC on May 8th. It was a very enjoyable

experience for all the students involved. Many thanks to Sr. Nora and

Ms. McElligott for assisting the students with their projects.

During June, five second year students who are studying science are

invited to the UCC PLUS+ Programme “Chemistry” two-day summer

camp. Also, three students who are studying Irish are invited to attend

the UCC PLUS+ Programme “Computers through Irish” one day summer

camp. These camps are organized by UCC to provide students with an

interactive experience of chemistry or information technology. 

At our Awards Ceremony in May, Diarmuid Casey was the recipient of

the UCC Cup (a perpetual trophy), an award for academic diligence.

CURRICULUM  DEVELOPMENT
John O’Roarke
The  Learning  School

In any school, it is important that learning takes place, not just by the

students, but also by the teachers, hence the importance of the

continuous professional development of teachers.  This year, a group

of 10 teachers were involved in a pilot project run by the Teacher

Education Section (TES) of the Department of Education and Science

and the local education centres, including the Education Centre Tralee,

to explore the use of methodologies in working with mixed ability

classes in 1st year.  The teachers, in subjects such as Maths, Science,

English, and History, explored the use of different methodologies in

addressing the different educational abilities of students in their 1st

year classes. The work focused mainly on challenging the more able

students in these classes, that oftentimes need greater challenge and

more targeted activities.  A report on this project will be published by

the Department of Education in the coming months.  We thank the

teachers involved for their commitment to the project during the year.

Next year, teachers from the school will continue to work with the SESS,

a group within the Teacher Education Section of the Department to

develop resource materials for more able students.  These teachers

will be working with the incoming 1st year classes in developing these

materials and testing their effectiveness, work that will surely benefit

all the students in the classes involved. 

Promoting  Learning  for  the  More  Able  Student  -Co-curricular  Programme

This year the NCCA produced a set of guidelines on meeting the

needs of more able students in schools, which has brought this

agenda to the fore in Ireland.  Since we began in Mercy Mounthawk in

2001, we have encouraged application, by students who achieved

over 95% in the DRT tests, to the Summer schools in Dublin City

University.  We are currently considering how we can further promote,

within the school, the enthusiasm and love of learning that such

students so eagerly demonstrate.  A lot can be done through

differentiated learning in the classroom, but in Mercy Mounthawk we

believe that so much more can be done by encouraging students to

get involved in the co-curricular activities on offer, in particular the

Science Club, the Creative Writing Club, the Maths Club agus Club na

Gaeilge, whose activities directly challenge members to a broader

and deeper engagement with the subject area.  Likewise,

involvement in art competitions, the school choir, musicals and drama

equally benefit students in developing a love and ability in these

areas.  For those with huge natural body or kinesthetic intelligence,

involvement in sporting activities is essential. 

So many of the articles in this newsletter testify to the growing love

and ability of students in so many areas of interest and we invite

parents to ensure that their students join the many clubs in the school.

To this end, there will be a clubs enrolment opportunity as a part of

the 1st year parents and students night on September 30th in the

school.  I invite all 1st year parents to attend on that evening.

IMPORTANT DATE

Admissions Day for students who
have been allocated a place in the

school for September 2009. 

SATURDAY 7TH MARCH 2009 @ 9.30
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GOLF
Avril Peevers (14) and Deirdre Lawlor (14) proved that

they have what it takes on the golf course when they

won the Best Overall Nett team in the Munster Schools

U19 Championship.  The only Kerry school to get through

to the competition, the girls beat off a challenge from

40 other schools.”They had a very successful

competition” said PE teacher Norah Quinlan, “they

played against U19s and played 3 games in total.”

HURLING
Kieran Fitzgerald, Danny Costello, 

Sean Kearney and John Hussey 

Hurling in Mounthawk is divided into a First Year team, two

teams at Junior Level, Under 15 and Under 16, and a Senior

team. Training takes place once a week on Wednesdays.

The coaches are Mr. O’Sullivan, Mr. Stack and Mr. Benson. 

The First Year team took part in a hurling blitz in

Mounthawk. They also played against C.B.S., The Green.

The under 15’s reached the Quarter Final stage of  the

Munster Championship by achieving a great win of

seven points against a team from Skibbereen, Co.

Cork. Unfortunately, they were beaten by Cork in the

quarter final match.   

The under 16 were involved in the Munster

Championship and lost by the narrowest of margins -

one point. The Senior team was involved in three

victorious Challenge matches against Gael Choláiste. 

to see our boys and girls battling in side-by-side courts in
their respective All Ireland Finals. 
The Southwest League started with a win over local Tralee
rivals C.B.S. The Green, and then a second victory over St.
Pat’s, Shannon. Then, in a fantastic game, our boys played
St. Brendan’s (The Sem), Killarney. The Sem led for most of
the game but our boys battled hard and tied the game on
the buzzer. Three minutes extra time were then played
before our boys pulled off a great victory. In the last game
of the leagues against Castleisland Community College
they  knew a win would give them the title and they played
accordingly, pulling off another great win. Our Captain, Eric
Bohan, received the Southwest “A” Shield.

As with the girls, it was then off to the University of Limerick
for the All Ireland playoffs. Our boys had to come through
a very tough first round game against Tramore. It didn’t
look promising when we were 12 points down going into
the last quarter but a great fight back saw us win by 4
points. In the second game the boys had a facile win over
Templeogue, Dublin. In the Quarter Finals, our boys met
the “Bish” (St. Joseph’s Galway) and lost by 14 points. But as
best loser we made our way to the Semis. Hear we again
met the “Bish” and this time turned the tables on the back
of a great shooting display by Darragh O Hanlon, who hit
five 3 pointers. Unfortunately, an injury to Cillian Fitzgerald
meant he would miss the Final and here Balloncollig ran
out comfortable winners.

This was a great campaign by our boys and, as with the
girls, with hard work and dedication, things look bright for
the future.The panel consisted of: E. Bohan (Capt.), D.
Carmody, J. Barry, D. O Hanlon, C. Fitzgerald, P. McMahon, L.
Murphy, R. Prendeville, P. Griffin, P. McCarthy, D. Murphy, M.
King, D. Shanahan, D. Feury, S. Leylas.

SENIOR  GIRLS’  BASKETBALL
Mr Tomás O Hanlon & Mr Jimmy Diggins

Our senior girls’ basketball team had a great year in which they won
the Southwest “A” Region by defeating St. Joseph’s Abbeyfeale in the
Final. This was an historic win as it was the first time this trophy was won
by Mercy Mounthawk. 

This qualified the girls for the All Ireland playoffs where they defeated
St. Patrick’s, Belfast and Loreto, Stephen’s Green, Dublin. Oranmore
awaited in the Semi Final and after strong resistance, the girls were
defeated by the hot favourites, who went on to win the Final.

A great run in the Cup saw us reach the Semi Final against
Presentation, Thurles, which took place in Tipperary town. After a poor
start in which the girls were14-2 down, we finally got a grip on the
game and pulled ahead just before half time. We held this lead
throughout the second half, but two baskets in a row saw Thurles take
the lead with 30 seconds on the clock. A basket brought us within 1
point but the clock was against us and the girls suffered a
heartbreaking 1 point defeat.

Notwithstanding our close defeats, becoming Southwest Champions in
both the Cup and the League was a great achievement for the girls.
The panel consisted of : Emily Brick (co-captain), Karen Conway (co-
captain), Ashley Sheehy, Lisa Brennan, Aisling O Mahony, Laura Griffin,
Katie Costello, Sabina Sayers, Emma Leen, Katie Dinan, Laura O
Sullivan, Niamh Sheehy, Aisling Ní Nualláin. We would like to wish Emily,
Karen and Ashley good luck with their Leaving Cert exams.

ATHLETICS  
Mercy Mounthawk students enjoyed huge success in athletics this year.
While we have to compete as two schools, we got 1st place in Kerry in girls’
events and 2nd in boys’, winning 15 gold, 9 silver and 18 bronze as well as
winning 25 gold, 10 silver and 13 bronze in the North Munster.  Thanks to all
involved, especially Ms Elaine Costelloe and Mr Kieran Costello.
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ALL  IRELAND    
BASKETBALL  
FINALISTS  
-  BOYS  & GIRLS

ALL  IRELAND    
BASKETBALL 
FINALISTS 
-  BOYS & GIRLS

FIRST  YEAR  GIRLS  BASKETBALL
Mr Tomás O Hanlon & Mr Jimmy Diggins

Our First Years girls team had a great season, winning the Southwest
“A” region with a great win over unbeaten Abbeyfeale and reaching
the All- Ireland Final, in which Abbeyfeale turned the tables.

In the Southwest league, our girls had good wins over Presentation
Killarney, Presentation Castleisland, Presentation Listowel and
Presentation Tralee, but suffered a loss at the hands of St. Joseph’s
Abbeyfeale, putting them in second place. In the Semi Final they
defeated Presentation Listowel 29-5 and met Abbeyfeale again in
the Final. Our girls produced a brilliant display to defeat Abbeyfeale
by the minimum margin and amid great scenes of excitement, co-
captains Laura Hoffman and Deirdre Kearney received the Southwest
“A” First Year Shield. It was now on to the All Ireland playoffs in the
University of Limerick. In the group games our girls had a big win over
Coláiste Íosagáin from Dublin and Carrigaline, Cork. The Quarter Final
saw our girls easily defeat Presentation Thurles and again we put up
a great display to defeat Crosshaven in the All Ireland Semi Final. 

The stage was now set for a titanic battle with our great rivals,
Abbeyfeale. At the end of the First Quarter the sides were tied but a
strong second quarter saw Abbeyfeale take a 14 point lead at
halftime. Our girls now showed the character that is in all great teams
and fought themselves right back into the game and were only 8 points
in arrears going into the last quarter. However, try as they might, our girls
couldn’t close the gap and Abbeyfeale ran out worthy winners.

It was, therefore, a great year for our first years, who show great promise
for the future. With hard work and dedication, an All Ireland title is not
beyond them. The panel is: L. Hoffman (Co-Captain), D. Kearney (Co-
Captain), E. Scanlon, A. Daly, M. Keane, R. Browne, S. Moriarty, N.
Comerford, S. Heaslip, C. Curtin, L. O Connor, L. Lynch.

FIRST  YEARS  BOYS  BASKETBALL  
Mr Tomás O Hanlon & Mr Jimmy Diggins

Our first year boys replicated the success of our first year girls by winning
the Southwest “A” League and reaching the All Ireland Final. It was great
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL
The First Years were involved in a Knock-Out Tournament. Six teams
played against each other over the course of a day and Mounthawk
won the overall competition. The team was also involved in a series of
friendly matches against Gael Choláiste, Killarney and Dingle.
Outstanding players this season were Gearóid Clifford and Kieran
Fitzgerald who have joined the U-15 team.

The U-15s and U-16s are coached by Mr. O’Shea, Mr. Stack, Mr.
Moynihan and Mr. Fell. They train on Tuesdays and Thursdays at lunch
time. The U-15s participated in the Kerry Cup and reached the semi-
final stage of the Munster Championship.

The U-16s took part in the Joe O’Connor Cup. They defeated
Castleisland in the Semi-Final and Milltown in the Final,The Captain
during this competition was Séamus Bastible and he, along with Jamie
Lowham and Jake O’Brien, was responsible for some outstanding
performances on the pitch. The U-16s were also involved in the Munster
Championship where they reached the second round. They played Gael
Choláiste in a series of challenge matches and achieved three wins.
They were also victorious in a friendly match against Castlegregory. 

SENIOR FOOTBALL
The Senior team is coached by Mr. Buddy O’Grady, Mr. Coffey and Mr.
Kissane. The training takes place on Tuesday after school and on
Friday during lunchtime. 

The team was involved in the Moynihan Cup. In the first game, we
played an away game against Kenmare. Unfortunately, we went down
by five points after a brave display. In the second game we played
Castleisland at the Ballymacelligott pitch. We won by two points. In the
semi-final we were beaten by Milltown by four points.

The team was also involved in the Munster Cup where we advanced to
the Quarter Finals, beating Castleisland and Mallow. We were eventually
beaten by three points in the quarter final match with Kenmare. 

SOCCER
Mr Lally

After winning the Kerry Senior A Championship

2006/2007, expectations were high for the soccer

teams in Mounthawk. Three teams were entered into

the highly competitive Munster Cup for the first time in

the school’s history.  This was new ground for both

management and players. 

The two senior teams, U-18 and U-19, were unlucky to be

drawn against the very experienced Crescent team from

Limerick. As a result, they were defeated in the first round.  

Things improved immensely for the U-16 side who

reached the third round. They were eventually beaten

by the future Munster finalists, St. Flannan’s, Ennis.

Mr. Raymond has said that: “The young players
coming through have great potential. This year was a
learning curve for all those involved. Our hope is that
next year will be more promising.”

Students involved in local teams are now progressing
through the County and National  competitions. This
experience can only be an advantage to us during
next year’s campaign.  

The u-18 team lost the Kerry Cup Final to Listowel, 4-3
in extra time.

We would like to thank all the players who tried out
and trained for the teams. We would also like to thank
management for their support  throughout the year. It
was greatly appreciated. A special thanks to Mr.
Buddy O’Grady for all his help. We would also like to
thank St. Brendan’s Park soccer club for the use of their
excellent facilities on match days. To those Leaving
Certificate students who were involved in soccer this
year, we wish to thank you for your commitment and
positive attitude. We hope you leave the school with
many happy memories of your involvement in support.
Remember: “Opportunity is something you take!”
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FOOTBALL
Brian Egan, Stephen Leen and Seán Weir

HEALTH  PROMOTING  SCHOOL
AWARD

Mercy Mounthawk was awarded the Health Promoting School Award by

the HSE at a ceremony in the school in April. The Award was presented

by Ms Shirley O’ Shea, Senior Health Promotion Officer for the HSE.

Present were over 200 students, parents and representatives from the

various local health organisations that have worked with the school

over the past number of year in health promotion.

The award was a milestone on the way to promoting healthy living

among the school community. The success of the school in this area to

date has been due to the consistent determination of the Health

Promoting Committee in the school that included teachers, parents

and students and which is chaired by teacher Eileen Kennelly. 

This award recognises the efforts we have made in the school and will spur

us on to continue the work. We cannot underestimate the importance of the

whole school community working together. In particular we acknowledge

the contribution of our Parents’ Council and the co-operation of Cotter's

Catering in making our school a healthier place in which to eat. 

Next year we will focus on positive mental health as our theme and

we look forward to working hand in hand with the HSE in addressing

this vital issue for the benefit of all the members of the school

community'.

HEALTH  PROMOTION  WEEK

A Health  Promotion Week took place in Mounthawk after Easter. The

week was launched with the presentation of an award to Mounthawk

from the H.S.E. The award was in recognition of Mounthawk’s work as a

health promoting school. 

The theme for the week was “Healthy Socialising”. During the week, a

series of talks and demonstrations took place. Garda Kevin Hunt,

Juvenile Liaison officer, spoke to the L.C.A. classes. Two nurses

presented talks to second and fifth year students. Price reductions were

also organised in the canteen to coincide with the week’s activities. 

Ms. Kennelly was the driving force behind the week but she had

tremendous help from a number of teachers including Ms. Carey, Mr.

Coffey, Ms. Fitzgerald, Mr. Kissane, and Mr O’Roarke. The Parents’

Council and the Board of Management were very supportive and hard-

working as were a number of  Mounthawk students, in particular, Emily

Brick, Cian Lynch, Lean O’Connor and Pádraig Rice.

AGM  OF  THE PARENTS’  COUNCIL  
WEDNESDAY  15TH  OCTOBER  

@  8P.M.

Guest speaker,Tony Bates, 
will address the issue of 

Mental Health in Young People

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND
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CONCERN  DEBATING  TEAM  
Hayley & Nicola Moore, John O’Donnell and Rosie O’Dowd

“The moment we want to believe something we suddenly see all the
arguments for it and become blind to all the arguments against it.” 
George Bernard Shaw

“Ah, here lads. It won’t take up much of your time.” These eloquent, yet
false, words from Mr. Redican started our epic journey in the Concern
Debating competition. We quickly realised that our sweet minutes of
freedom were now to be transformed into hours of research, typing, erasing
and redrafting. We soon discovered that only the seventh or eighth draft
would find a little smile on our gaffer’s face.

In spectacular fashion, we defeated the motion and won our debate
against Hazelwood College in the first round.

The next series of rounds were a victorious blur. We moved from issues as
varied as global warming, terrorism, the power of the western media and the
Beijing Olympics. Finally, we faced the all-Ireland Quarter Finals in March
which was the furthest any Mounthawk team had reached before.  We found
ourselves proposing the motion “Consumer Power will end Child Labour”
against last year’s winners. It was a heated debate. The only thing both
teams could agree on was the extremely high standard. Unfortunately, to
John the Optimist’s surprise, the winners were Athlone Community College. 

We fondly remember the fun we had, the jokes we shared, the friends
we made and the knowledge we acquired. We were the Fantastic Four,
along with Mr. Redican! A huge thank you to Mr. Redican who was the
main driver of our rollercoaster ride. 

FAIRTRADE
Rosie O’Dowd 

Fresh- faced and overly enthusiastic TY students,  driven by ambition, we
were eager to make a difference, to make the world a better place, so
we signed up to become members of a Fair-Trade committee.

Fair-Trade gives us the chance to inhale the aroma of fresh coffee, guilt-
free, and taste justice in our coffee cups. It also presented an excuse for
eating the delicious DIVINE chocolate, a perk of the job!

Working as a team helped us realise that every person has a vital role in
the running of the committee. At times it proved challenging, but it taught
us about responsibilities and we ended up having a laugh over coffee
(Fair-Trade, of course!) and becoming friends with people outside of our
individual groups.

Many of us on the committee made our radio debut on Radio Kerry during
Fair-Trade Fortnight, with the 'Thought of the Day'. This was an enjoyable
experience and was very well received.

Being involved in the Fair-Trade committee has been a wonderful
experience this year, and we would like to express our thanks to 
Mr. 0' Donaghue, for helping us along the way!

JUDO
Liam Maher & P.J. Murphy

Judo, meaning "gentle way” is a modern Japanese

form of martial arts (gendai budo) and combat sport. It

originated in Japan in the late nineteenth century. 

Mounthawk Judo is renowned locally and nationally

thanks to the performance of the club as a whole. We

have been lucky to have many excellent athletes, for

example Ryan O’Sullivan, JT Deenihan and Jennifer

Quirke. We have some outsatnding members in the

current team, in particular  John O’Hehir and Liam

Maher. Mounthawk Judo meets every Tuesday and the

team is trained by Ms. Norah Quinlan who has vast

experience in the field of Judo. The team is captained

by Liam Maher.

This year Mounthawk Judo has been lucky enough to

vastly increase its membership. We believe that this is

due to the phenomenal success of Mounthawk Clubs’

Day. The team has competed in the Munster

Championships. We are hosting the Munster Schools

competition in Mounthawk.

10

TRANSITION  YEAR  FASHION  SHOW
Michelle Culloty

The annual Transition Year fashion show is considered to be a big highlight

in Transition Year so we had to make sure it was a great night! We started

rehearsing and modelling in October. Up to 21st November, rehearsals

were held at lunches hour. We were taught how to pose and were given

ideas for routines. In order to organise the show, it was vital that we had a

committee dedicated to the task. 

Everybody had plenty of work to do. The treasurers had to organise

sponsors for the show; the secretaries had to write letters to the

parents of transition year students and to shops and sponsors; the

publicity officers had to contact the newspapers and sell tickets; the

charity liaison officers had to research the charities to which we would

donate the money (the Balloonagh Autism Unit and the Mercy

Mounthawk Kenya Project); the artistic directors had to design the

billboard and the catwalk and the chairpersons had to ensure

everything was running smoothly and visit the sponsoring shops. We

decided to have the theme "Rumble in the Jungle" for the fashion show

as money was being donated to the Mounthawk Kenya Project.

Students  had butterflies in their stomach and were both excited and

nervous as they awaited their turn to model. The dancers were ecstatic after

their performance. Thanks to Joanne 0’Connor for her brilliant choreography!

The routines for this half were amusing, with interesting props such as roses.

A big thank you to Gerry 0’Riordan for making the DVD for us.

Also thanks to Ms. Quane and Ms. Fitzgearld for their help in organising

the show and to last year’s fourth years Aisling Murphy, Sinéad Boyle,

Stephanie Horgan and Niamh Fitzgearald for their help in teaching us

how to model. Every student has memories from the Fashion Show that

will last forever and it was truly an opportunity of a lifetime.

9
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MUSIC  COMPOSITION
Michelle Williams 

As part of Transition Year, a group of us completed a Music Composition
workshop.  The group comprised of fifteen students from Fourth and Fifth year. 

The workshop itself was done over the course of a day but we continued
working on our compositions for two more days. On the morning of the
workshop, our teacher, Aisling, completed various exercises and activities
with us so that we would become more comfortable expressing our musical
ideas in front of other people. The activities went very well.

After this, we began our own compositions, either by ourselves or as part
of a group. The day was a fantastic experience and we were happy to go
home with what we’d learned and the memories of composing our own
music, but that wasn’t the end of the Music Composition Workshop. 

We were informed, to our great surprise, that our finished compositions
would be sung and recorded by the National Chamber Choir of Ireland
some time in the near future. That meant that we actually had to finish the
songs, which was something we hadn’t expected!

We took two more days over the next month to finish our songs, with the
help of David, the conductor of the Chamber Choir who travelled all the
way from Dublin to help us with our notation, and to collect our finished
compositions. That Friday, we went to Killarney to hear the Chamber Choir
sing our pieces. It was an amazing experience to hear something we’d
written ourselves being sung by professionals. I don’t think any of us will
ever forget our days at the Music Composition Workshop. 

STOP  AND  STARE  DRAMA
WORKSHOP
Michelle Culloty 

Stop and Stare is a drama workshop which encourages students to act, as
well as work, with people who have special needs. Twenty students were
chosen for the course.

The first thing we were asked to do was to cover all the windows with black
plastic bags to block out sunlight. We had to remove all the tables. Our
course leader, Brian, set up musical and light equipment. We were all given
a number of scenes to portray. The issues ranged from binge drinking to
peer pressure. After working on the scenes, we were told we would be
performing them in front of the entire year. This made us very nervous so
we worked exceptionally hard from 11am-2pm perfecting the pieces. Most
of us had never acted in front of people, so acting in front of our peers
was challenging but, in the end, hugely rewarding.

A group of us went to Killarney and rehearsed a variety of different scenes.
At the end of the day, we performed the scenes in front of the families who
had relatives with special needs participating in the course. 

I really enjoyed the course as I learned a great deal about acting and it
forced me to do something outside my comfort zone. The scenes dealt
with so many important issues and contained powerful messages. We all
learned not to treat people with special needs in a different way. 

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR
PROGRAMME 
Gareth Conroy and Sabina Sayers

The Young Entrepreneur Programme is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to illustrating the validity of entrepreneurship as a career
choice. It’s their mission to help identify, inform, recognise and celebrate
Kerry’s next generation of business leaders and their educators. 

The entrepreneur journey started on the first day back to school after
summer. We had a very inspiring talk which introduced us to the concepts
of the programme. The first real insight into the programme came on Blue
Sky Day which was held in the Brandon Conference Centre on 18th
September 2007. This day featured entrepreneurs including Jerry Kennelly
of Stockbyte who sold his company for €136 million, Other guest speakers
included Eamon & Brian Fallon of Daft; Pádraig O’Céidigh, founder of Aer
Arann; Seán Gallagher, founder of Smarthomes; Cullen Allen and Colm
O’Sullivan, founders of Cully & Sully and many more successful
entrepreneurs. One story was better than the other and they were all
inspirational. 

We have an entrepreneur class twice a week with our teacher, Ms. Carey.
We studied entrepreneur profiles and we were examined by the Young
Entrepreneur Programme. We were one of the few schools where all the
students passed the exam and received a distinction grade. After the
exam, the course was broadened to include video profiles. We went on to
learn how to start our own business and became familiar with business
elements such as account capital, cash flow and sources of finance. 

We attended a business boot camp in the Brandon Hotel. The main event
at the Boot Camp Day was to allow participating students to present their
business plans. One idea involved a web-based babysitting company
called babysitme.ie. 

The entrepreneurial journey will not end in May. We could soon see  the
world’s greatest companies and businesses originating form the enterprise
seeds of Mounthawk. A new breed of entrepreneurs is brewing!

U.L.  ADVENTURE  DAY
Conor Cleary 

The "adventure centre" comprised of nothing more than a few bathrooms,
a couple of changing rooms, and a large (damp) tent. At this point, we
were introduced to our instructors, who then introduced us to the
programme for the day. We had two options; we could start the day on
the water (endeavouring into such crafts as kayaking, canoeing, and wind-
surfing), or we could start the day on the land (this involves scaling very tall
climbing frames and archery).

As fate would have it, I was among the twenty or so whose mission it was
to defy gravity, and risk death. I shall not relate to you the details of how
I fearlessly conquered the challenges in front of me, and how I skipped
and hopped from platform to platform with all the grace and skill of a
trained acrobat, but let me tell you this; it involved hardly any crying.

After lunch, I was adorned in a wet-suit and set shuffling toward the canoes.
What followed was three hours of back-breaking, relentless, bone-aching
labour, in which man must match all his strength with the terrifying force of
nature. Once again, it is difficult to describe the experiences that I
endured out in that tiny boat, amid the crashing waves of the mighty
Shannon River, but I believe that though the scars may never fully heal, I
am better for my trials.
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THE  YOUNG
ENVIRONMENTALIST
PROJECT
At the end of October, a group of sixteen Transition

Year environmentalists decided to create a project
based on the concept of energy efficiency. We invited
Mícheál O’Coileáin, an environmental officer from
Kerry County Council, to address the Transition Year
group. He advised us to keep an eye on the
increasing price of a barrel of oil!

Our project aims to reduce the amount of energy we
waste. Our need for energy is not only affecting our
environment, it is affecting our pockets. 

In terms of our school, we notice a number of areas
where we can introduce improvements. We initially
hoped we could organise a solar panel for the
school but the costs were astronomical. We also
discovered there is no grant scheme available for
the introduction of alternative energies in schools. 

We decide to tackle the problems on a more practical
basis. We joined up with The Jack and Jill Organisation
which tries to recycle old mobile phones and ink
cartridges. We also began an awareness campaign. We
published an article in the school newsletter at Christmas
and in the Mounthawk Yearbook. We held an Energy
Efficiency Day on the 27th February and we created a
presentation aimed at primary school students. 

The success of the project depends on everyone doing
his/her little bit. Whether it is turning off lights when you
leave a room or switching off appliances, every action
helps. We would like to thank Ms. McAuliffe for her help
with the Jack and Jill campaign. We also appreciat the
continued efforts of Mr. Colgan and Mr. O’Coileain as
the project would not function without them. 

KERRY  DIOCESAN
SCHOOL  PROJECT
For the Kerry Diocesan School Project, the Transition
Year group completed a project on the Stations of the
Cross, entitled “New Steps along the Way of the Cross”.
The exhibition of the project took place in March. The
group erected a very attractive stand at Dromhall
Hotel, Killarney. The group portrayed the Stations of
the Cross through drama and mime and made the
scene relevant to young people today by addressing
social issues. Each Station was presented through a
symbolic photo which was accompanied by reflections.
The project culminated in the Church of Our Lady and
St. Brendan on Good Friday. Many people
commented that they had been awakened to a more
creative way of praying the Stations as a result. While
great interest was shown in the project, the group did
nor receive any awards, their reward being  what they
gained in terms of understanding the stations and the
enjoyment they got from the whole exercise

BUILD  A  BANK
Megan Tarrant 

On the 26th November 2007, forty Transition Year

students were interviewed for six positions on the AIB

Build a Bank team. The interviews were conducted by

Colm Cooper and Bernadette Daulthon, the Youth Co-

ordinators from the Tralee branch of AIB. 

The six students elected were Yana Makliassova, Branch

Manager; John O’Donnell, Manager; Megan Tarrant,

Auditor; Brett Harrington, Sales and Marketing Executive;

Kaylee O’Connor and Julianne O’Leary as Tellers.

Our main job was to open a school bank. Colm

Cooper officially opened the bank on 12th December.

He taught us how to run a bank, open new accounts,

deal with customers and take lodgements. 

We ran the bank in the Parents’ Room and it operated

once a week on Wednesdays. It gave students the

opportunity to save money and open an account with

AIB. We also took part in the regional finals where we

won the award for best exhibition. 

On behalf of the team, I would like to thank Ms.

Martina McAuliffe for all her help throughout the year.

We could not have done it without her. I would also like

to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Coffey, Bernadette

Daulthon, Colm Cooper and the school management. 
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SUPERVISED  EVENING  STUDY
Supervised  study  is an  option  available  

to  students.  We  run  two  session:  
4-6  for  non  exam  classes  
and  4-7  for  exam  classes.  

If  interested  contact  the  administration  office.
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TRANSITION  YEAR  TRIP  
TO  PARIS  2008
Alan Horan

On 3rd February, eighty-six Mounthawk Transition Year students embarked

on what would be a trip of a lifetime. Flight FR132 left Shannon at 6.30pm

heading for Beauvais, Paris. The excitement was palpable. The two hour

bus drive seemed to last an eternity. Upon arrival at our hotel, we were

told that we needed a good night’s sleep. We should have listened! The

“all-nighter” was seriously regretted by many. Nevertheless, we still

ambled onto the bus for our guided tour of Paris. The highlight, for many

of us, was seeing the Eiffel Tower for the first time. After that we headed to

Notre Dame Cathedral. To the dismay of the teachers, a nearby Subway

was a far more popular choice for some students!

Later on, we had our dinner at the “Flunch”. That night, we had a boat trip

along the Seine which was quite pleasant. 

On Tuesday, we arrived at Disneyland around nine. The amusements and

the shops were amazing. The well-known Space Mountain was the main

attraction. That evening, we went to the Eiffel Tower. For most of the group,

this was our favourite day. 

Wednesday was a sports- orientated day. The highlight of the day was

the trip to the Stade de France. 

The trip to Paris was my favourite part of Transition Year ! On behalf of the

Transition Year students, I would like to thank all the teachers for giving up

their time and making Paris such a brilliant experience. 

YOUNG SOCIAL  INNOVATOR
COMPETITION
Transition Year students’ project, “Take the hint, Offset your print” scooped

a top award for them in the environment category at the Young Social

Innovator competition in the RDS in Dublin.  Over 6,000 students from all

over Ireland participated in the event.  The aim of the project was to offset

the transition year carbon footprint and raise awareness about carbon

emissions in the local community
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TEAM  BUILDING
OUTDOOR  CHALLENGE
Conor Cleary

September 7th. Today was our "Team Building

Outdoor Challenge" and you'll excuse me for having

been sceptical about the outing beforehand. 

On arrival in Killarney, we were promptly divided

into sixteen different teams, aimed at encouraging

the formation of new friendships and promoting an

ideal of community within the year. 

My team, christened Yellow-Two, was thrust out into

the harsh conditions of the Killarney forest, and

ordered to complete dangerous, and often cruel,

challenges. I'm not sure if some of my team members

will ever fully recover from their experiences!

Our Team were ranked third upon the list, and with this

realisation, a new fire sprang to life in our souls. Out

in the uncharted expanses of Killarney National Park,

we became more than mere students on a simple

"Team Building Outdoor Challenge", we became a

single entity determined to conquer the trials set out

before us.. .and we did. We put our skills to the test,

constructing balloon animals without any prior

experience; we tirelessly transported water by

strange and unusual methods from one point to

another (on one occasion uphill); we devised

ingenious ways of communicating over vast distances;

and possibly most impressively of all, we memorized

a set list of celebrity faces on a piece of cardboard,

and when shown a similar piece of cardboard with

faces missing, had to list the missing celebrity. 

The day ended as the final scores were announced

– we did in fact come in second - and as we left, we

realised that we had experienced something special

that would remain with us for the rest of our lives. 
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SCHOOL  UNIFORMS
Gemma’s, the official suppliers of the school uniform, 

will be in the school from 9.30 to 5.00 on 
Wednesday 20th August for 1st years students 

and on Thursday 21st August for all other students.

THE  KENYA  PROJECT
Cian Lynch, Hayley Moore & Zoe Grattage

Mounthawk twinning with school in Nairobi, Kenya

The Kenya Project’ was an idea born in the minds of our very enthusiastic
teacher, Mr Séan Coffey. The idea began to grow and develop and the
school soon realised the full potential of the project. Now, as the school
year draws to an end, a plan has been envisaged, goals and targets are
beginning to be set and excitement is mounting.

Mounthawk is working closely in conjunction with Fr Kevin Sullivan, Chaplain
of I.TT. Fr. Kevin has visited Nairobi on several occasions. As a result, he
plays an instrumental role in the smooth running of this project, as his
advice and knowledge of the area has been invaluable.

The aim of ‘The Kenya Project’ is, first and foremost, to raise awareness
within the school community and the larger community of the vast
difference between our lives in Kerry and the developing world.  

We have been involved in a series of fundraising events. We have had
tremendous support from the school, parents, local businesses and the
local community. Our target of raising €15,000 has been surpassed – it
now stands at €34,000 - thanks to the overwhelming support and
generosity of our local area.

In July, 2 teachers and 6 students will spend two weeks in Kenya.
During their stay they will visit the school and will experience
integration with the local community, visiting homes and attending
Masses.  A cheque for €15,000 has already been sent to the school.
Sincere thanks to Mr Seán Coffey who initiated the whole project.
Thanks also to everyone involved in the fund-raising and the planning
of the visit.  Ms Pauline Burke and Mr Seán Geary will accompany Niamh
Fitzgerald, Caoimhe Garvey, Zoe Grattage, Cian Lynch, Aisling
O’Riordan and Martina Quirke to Kenya.  It will, no doubt, be a life-
changing experience for them and we hope to maintain our link with
this school in Nairobi and establish the project as an annual event.

LIONS  CLUB  YOUNG  AMBASSADOR
OF  THE  21ST  CENTURY  
Hayley Moore, a fifth year student, was named as winner of the Irish
Lions Club Federation’s Young Ambassador of the 21st Century  award at
a ceremony in Dublin.  Hayley impressed the judges, both in Tralee and
nationally, with her work on a community magazine, her local youth club,
GAA coaching and mentoring and her work with people with special
needs.  Hayley then went on to represent Ireland in Birmingham. Thanks
to Cora Mc Elligott for all her support. 

OPEN  DAY
is Saturday 8th November 2008. 

This is the also closing date for receipt of 
application forms for September 2009.
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TRIP  TO  LOURDES
On Sunday, 23rd March, six Fifth Year students, Michelle Griffin, Hayley

Moore, Nicola Moore, Louise Murphy, Lean O’Connor and Sinéad Reidy,

travelled to Lourdes with the IHCPT. 

Each year, at Easter, the IHCPT travels on pilgrimage to Lourdes with young

people with special needs and this year the six of us travelled as student

helpers. We had never been to Lourdes before and therefore  we were

unsure what to expect from the trip. We were also aware that it was a

special year for a pilgrimage to Lourdes as it is the 150th anniversary of

the apparitions in Lourdes.

We finally departed Tralee for Lourdes on Easter Sunday 23rd of

March. During the week we went on many trips and took part in many

activities. For many, the highlight of the week was the candlelight

procession. It was a wonderful sight to see hundreds of people

carrying lighted candles proudly winding their way to the Basilica

behind their group’s individual banner. On our first trip to the Grotto and

seeing the statute of Our Lady for the first time, we had a sense that we

were in a very special place and felt a sense of inner peace.

We also went on a day trip to the Pyrenees. The sight of snow in such vast

amounts brought out the child  in all of us. We spent the day having

snowball fights, building snowmen and sleighing with the children.

We will always treasure our first trip to Lourdes. It was a life changing

experience; one that we will never forget. It’s difficult to put in words what

it meant to us but we will always remember Lourdes as a quiet, serene,

peaceful and holy place. Our time with the children was the highlight for

all of us. We all hope one day that we will once again return to Lourdes. 

HOME  SCHOOL  COMMUNITY
LIAISON
Con Moynihan

A big thank you to Students and Parents who participated  in our
programmes again this year. The Paired Reading and Maths for Fun
involved a collaboration of Pupils and Parents and Teachers and we hope
to add a “Science for fun” programme next year. We ran two Parenting
programmes this year, one at night in St.Brendan’s Pastoral Centre which
catered for 21 participants and another in the morning in the school where
another 16 parents attended. Thanks to Joan Barrett for presenting these
courses and for catering for such large numbers. Special thanks too to K.E.S
and Partnership Trá lí who provided funding for these courses.

We ran two personal development courses this year also, one in the first
term and the other in the last term. Thanks again to Kerry Education
Service: Adult literacy and lifeskills programmes and to the tutors
Josephine and Joan for making theses courses possible.

The Volunteer Community Mentoring continued this year with 10 pupils
having the benefit of a mentor from the community visit them in school
once a week. This project is being expanded over the summer months with
a second school in Tralee joining the project. We hope to be in a position
to offer this programme to new pupils in the year ahead.

The breakfast club had the largest participation so far this year and we will
run this programme again from next September. If you think your child would
benefit from this or from any of the programmes above, then please contact
me  through the school and I will be happy to discuss the details with you.

On May 15th we ran our table quiz for incoming first years to assist the
transfer from primary to secondary school. There was a great turn out with
26 tables participating. The standard of both questions and answers was
very high with Listellick coming out winners. Spa National School was
second. There was a tie for third place and even  another round of
questions failed to separate the two teams from C.B.S. Clounalour, so joint
third it was. 

Our family celebration took place on Friday May 23rd. This was a
celebration for all the parents and pupils who took part in our classes and
courses during the year. The gathering involved the presentation of
certificates of completion to parents who did the Parenting and Personal
Development courses as well as the pupils and parents who completed
the Paired Reading and Maths for Fun Programmes. Special thanks to
Meave Tuohy K.E.S and to Joan Barrett for their words of encouragement
to the group and for presenting the certificates. 

Finally, thank you all for your welcome and hospitality on my home visits
this year and I look forward to working with you in the year ahead.

1615

WORLD  RECORD
For  the  Guiness  Book  of  World  Records

As part of the environmental awareness-raising project,
“Take the hint, Offset your print”, a group of students set
a new world record for the five cent mile.  On the May
Bank Holiday Monday, students involved in relays of
eight at any one time, laid out approximately 75,000
five cent coins on the floor of the school gym.  The
existing record stood at two hour thirty six minutes and
six seconds, but the students beat it by seven minutes.
The feat required €3,765.00 worth of coins.  

Hopefully they will be in the Guinness Book of Records
next year!  

Well done to all involved.

NEW  ERA  IN  TRUSTEESHIP

On Monday 1st October 2007, Mercy Mounthawk
participated in a ceremony  to mark the new era in
trusteeship that had just begun.  The celebration
symbolised the handing over of trusteeship to CEIST
and the launch of the CEIST charter.  A specially
commissioned candle was sent to every school for
the occasion and was used in a prayer service
attended by students, teachers, members of the
parents’ council and members of the board of
management. 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  
MR  TONY  BEHAN
Mr John O’Roarke

“Cometh the hour …. cometh the man”

Tony came to us with one year as acting
Principal in Presentation Listowel and four
years as Principal in St Brendan’s Killarney
under his belt; vital experience for the
daunting amalgamation he had
undertaken. Tony was to take on the
baton from Sr Assumpta and Sr Bernadette and become the first Mercy lay
principal at second level in Tralee.  It was to be his role to establish a school
in Mercy Mounthawk that would give life to the holistic tradition of Mother
McAuley for the 21st century.  It would be an understatement to say that it was
his dedication, his extraordinary work rate, his determination in the face of
obstacles, his capacity to hold his nerve and his sheer spirit of hope and
optimism that saw to it that there was a building, with furniture in it, to move
into that September. He set out to create a school that would provide a
holistic, well-rounded education for his own county men and women and
embody his vision of what a 21st century school should be.

A central aspect of that vision was a strong sense of community and team
spirit, no doubt born out of his life experience, whether it was directing the
Abbeydorney drama group in productions of “Big Maggie” or “The Plough
and the Stars”, winning, with his county, an All-Ireland Minor medal in 1963,
or captaining Abbeydorney to a County Championship title in 1974.  He
has often said that “sport teaches you team spirit; it teaches you never to
give up”.  “You learn more on a sports field and on a stage than in a
classroom”, and out of that belief, Tony has shaped Mercy Mounthawk.  It
is no coincidence that he has emphasised the centrality of sport and extra-
curricular activity to the experience of students in Mercy Mounthawk. He has
encouraged drama in the school as well as debating and public
speaking, having won All-Ireland competitions in both during his time as a
teacher.  His encouragement has created a dynamic programme of
activities that has enriched the educational experience in Mercy
Mounthawk and that complements the classroom for all those students who
choose to participate.  He has established a school that is alive, dynamic
and vital – in a real sense, a Mercy school for the new millennium as
testified to in this newsletter. 

Indeed, that sense of team spirit permeated his leadership style.  His was
a democratic leadership that encouraged initiative and supported
teachers and management to take responsibility and run with ideas.

Tony was a principal who was present. He was there in his office well after
the rest of us had gone home.  He was there equally for the student who
needed a locker opened, the parent who had worries over a child and the
teacher who needed to consult.  Indeed, it was not uncommon that his
holidays with Mary Frances and the family would be punctuated by phone
calls about the timetable or some other issue.  His support and concern and
practical help were always available to those who asked. His generosity,
humanity and somewhat irreverent sense of  humour were uplifting.

The builder must now be very satisfied with the excellent condition in

SOUTH  PACIFIC
A very successful production of South Pacific directed by Mr Tony Behan,

with musical director, Ms Sharon Glancy, was staged in Siamsa Tíre in

January.  After many months of rehearsals, the students finally took to the

stage and played to a full house each night. The show will be memorable

for the music, dance, scenery and absolute professionalism of the cast and

all involved in the production. Congratulations to all who helped to make

it happen.

AWARDS  NIGHT
Ms. Norah Quane

Mercy Mounthawk’s Annual Awards Night was held in the school gym on

14th May. The Awards Night is a celebration of the many wonderful and

multi-talented students that we have in Mounthawk. Congratulations to

all those who received awards and to the hundreds of students who

were nominated for awards. 

Over 200 awards were presented in the various categories. Academic,

Diligence and Comhar awards are confined to first, third and Leaving

Cert. Students. Christian Leadership, School Spirit, Sport, and extra

curricular activities awards are open to the whole student population. 

Emily Brick, Head Girl, received the Principal’s Award, not only for

academic, but also her overall involvement in extra curricular activities

in the school. Pádraig Rice, Head Boy was a worthy and popular

winner of the Catherine McAuley Award for his involvement as Head

Boy during the year and for his manifestation of the true spirit of

Catherine McAuley.

Other award recipients on the night included Diarmuid Casey who

received the U.C.C. Cup, Kate Cregan who received the Gradam

Gaeilge, Caoimhe Casey who was awarded the Tadhg O Connell

Physics Shield.

Emily Brick and David Boyd won the Sports Persons of the Year Awards.

The other main awards went to Triona Brick (Music), Anthony Bailly

(Drama), David Raftery (Technical Support), Damien Barrett

(Engineering). The Bank of Ireland Awards were presented  by Cillian

Young (Bank of Ireland and Under 21 Captain) to Caoimhe Casey,

Pádraig Rice, David Boyd and Seán Enright.

There were several other awards presented for Health Promotion, First

Aid, Debating, Art, Science, and Charity Work. Twenty students got

recognition for their tremendous efforts in fund-raising for the Kenya

Project, where they raised €34, 000.00. 
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which he hands over Mercy Mounthawk.  A dedicated English
and History teacher, he can be proud of having established
a school that looks after the needs of all of its students, from
the less able to the academically gifted, and that strives for
success for each one of them.  The sportsman can be proud
of the fantastic sports facilities he has inaugurated in playing
fields and dressing rooms and more importantly, the fine
sporting tradition he has nurtured.  The dramatist can look
back in satisfaction on three superb musicals and the seeds
of a tradition carefully sown.  The Principal can retire knowing
that he leaves behind him a team of teachers whom he has
empowered to continue the good work of education in North
Kerry and inspired to standards of excellence.  

Tony, our colleague and friend, can move on to greater
things, knowing that there will always be a welcome for him
here in Mercy Mounthawk, for we will miss him from among us.
The family man can, hopefully, look forward to uninterrupted
summer holidays on the continent!

Can we help but notice a trend?  Just as Tony came to us as
we began our enterprise in Mercy Mounthawk, he now moves
on to work with CEIST as it establishes itself on the national
stage.  We wish you well in this new endeavour and look
forward to working with you in your new role.  We can surely
say again:  “Cometh the  hour …cometh the man”.

17
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E N R O L M E N T  F O R  S E PT E M B E R  2 0 1 0

Enrolment for September 2010 will open at 9.15a.m. on the 7th January 2009 
and will close at 2.00p.m. on Saturday 7th November 2009

Registration forms can be obtained from the School’s Administration Office 
and must be returned there, in person, by parents/guardians.

MERCY  SECONDARY  SCHOOL  MOUNTHAWK  •  MOUNTHAWK  •  TRALEE  •  CO  KERRY

MEÁNSCOIL  NA  TROCAIRE  •  CNOC  AN  TSEABHAIC  •  TRA  LI  CO  CHIARRAI

TEL: 066  7102550  •  FAX:  066  7102597  •  EMAIL  ADMIN@MERCYMOUNTHAWK.IE
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