
ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS  

The world’s first service club, the Rotary Club of Chicago, was formed on 23 February 1905 by 

Paul P. Harris,an attorney who wished to capture in a professional club the same friendly 

spirit he had felt in the small towns of his youth. The Rotary name was derived from the 

early practice of rotating meetings among members’ offices. Rotary’s popularity spread, and 

within a decade, clubs were chartered from San Francisco to New York to Winnipeg, Canada. 

By 1921, Rotary clubs had been formed on six continents. The organization adopted the 

Rotary International name a year later.  

As Rotary grew, its mission expanded beyond serving club members’ professional and social interests. 

Rotarians began pooling their resources and contributing their talents to help serve communities in need. 

The organization’s dedication to this ideal is best expressed in its motto: Service Above Self. By 1925, 

Rotary had grown to 200 clubs with more than 20,000 members. The organization’s distinguished 

reputation attracted presidents, prime ministers, and a host of other luminaries to its ranks – among them 

author Thomas Mann, diplomat Carlos P. Romulo, humanitarian Albert Schweitzer, and composer Jean 

Sibelius. This day there are more than 32,000 Clubs and over 1.2 million members worldwide. 

The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards is Rotary’s leadership training program for young people. RYLA 

emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and personal growth, and aims to demonstrate Rotary’s respect and 

concern for youth, provide an effective training experience for selected youth and potential leaders, 

encourage leadership of youth by youth, recognize publicly young people who are rendering service to 

their communities. 

The prize included a trip to Dublin, Belfast and a day trip to Strasbourg to discuss various topics 

concerning the European Union. My preparation for the competition was mainly concentrated on the 

internet and newspapers. I had to read the Irish Independent on a daily basis to gather my information. I 

must say I couldn’t have had a better time to be learning about the European Union due to the election of 

the new president Herman Van Rompuy and European Foreign Minister Catherine Ashton. The joining of 

Turkey to The EU was also a very hot topic. 

The competition consisted of panel interviews. The first interview was in school. I still remember how 

nervous I was as we all waited to be called in. Some of us even acted out some scenes from Hamlet to 

calm the nerves while other ran to Gala to get food! The second interview was in the Brandon Hotel. This 

wasn’t as bad because we had a shorter wait and we were kept occupied by talking and gathering as 

many opinions from Ms.Mc Elligot as we could. 

The next and final stage of the competition was in Vienna Woods Hotel in Cork. We left school at lunch 

time. My interview was for 6.15pm. I can’t explain to you how nerve-racking the wait for this was and the 

fact my shirt was buttoned up to the top and my tie almost choking me and my sleeves were down (I 

always have my sleeves up!). The relief after the interview was unbelievable. We were served a nice 

dinner before it was announced who would be going forward in the competition. I came fourth so I was 

on stand by in the event that one of the other competitors couldn’t travel. 



I would sincerely like to thank all at Rotary who helped and supported me through this competition. I 

would like to especially thank Ms.Mc Elligottand Ms.Healy and all at Tralee Rotary Club. I really enjoyed 

my journey in this competition and learned so much about myself and the European Union and the 

brilliant work Rotary does here in Tralee but also worldwide.  

 


