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‘What’s worse than having to go to school?…
not being able to go to school!’
It’s a trite joke, but there is a deeper truth; we don’t miss
things till they are taken from us and that is surely one of
the lessons of Covid-19 in so many aspects of our lives. We
didn’t miss walks on the beach, visiting friends, wandering
around the shops or playing sports until we could no longer do these simple ordinary things of daily life. The enthusiasm with which we are awaiting the return to our ‘new
normal’ speaks loudly of how much we have grown to appreciate the simple freedoms of daily life.
And the same is true in the world of education. It has been
a remarkable year in the school, not only with a WSE inspection last September (which now seems a world away),
but more particularly with the closedown in March which
catapulted us into the major realignment of education online that followed and the major restructuring of evaluations and examinations that has just concluded. There has
been a whirlwind that has upended our world and set us to
re-appraise all we take for granted.
I was re-watching the video that was made for our on-line
awards ceremony and the opening sequence was a powerful evocation of the loss that we experienced at the end of
the year: https://t.co/PyOiIZSx8i It is worth a look if you
have not seen it; the camera pans an empty school to the
lyrics of ‘Fix you’ sung by the school choir - and in truth,
empty schools are poignant places. The words of the song
‘when we get what we want, but not what we need’ express the reality we have experienced - we might have got
the classic school boy’s fantasy of ‘no school’ but in living
that reality over ten weeks, we all realised how much we
missed being with each other. In truth, teachers and students alike realised what we need in education; a sense of
belonging and connection and community that is integral
to the experience and the life of a school and to the success
of education itself.
Certainly, through our on-line learning ‘experiment’, we
discovered that there are possibilities we had not explored.
Teachers and students alike learned significant new computer skills, methods of working, of creating content, of
sharing screens, of hosting Google Meets, of giving feedback and of evaluating. And that learning was interesting
and enlivening. In this achievement, I want to acknowledge
the commitment of the whole school community, teachers,
students and parents in moving education on-line. What is
of interest is that in our evaluation of the process, students
and teachers alike, expressed a preference for the live/
streamed classes over recorded classes and emails. Being
able to interact, to ask questions as they arise, to see faces
and responses, in a word to ‘relate’ is the central and irreplaceable component of education. We need that sense of
connection as humans. We are social beings at our heart
and education is a relational activity. We cannot replace

the student-teacher connection. It is core to the reality of
education.
And indeed we did strive to sustain our connections over
the last few months - to keep our sense of school community alive as a school. The daily connections between
teachers and students, the phone calls, texts and emails
from Year Heads to parents and students, the on-line meetings and Google meets, and the wonderful productions of
awards nights and graduations were a tangible effort to
sustain our sense of connection. I want to thank the pastoral care team, guidance counsellors, the Year Heads and
the Deputy Principals for their leadership in this work over
the term. In particular I want to acknowledge the work of
Nora Quane, our DP of Junior School, for her commitment
to the co-ordination of this support for so many students
and especially those with SEN needs over this time. Nora
has announced that she will retire from her post in early
October next and I want to acknowledge her enduring and
dependable contribution to school life as a DP over the
past nine years. We will miss her when she retires from our
community.
We do not yet know what our return to the ‘new normal’,
as it is now known, will look like in September. How many
classes will return at a time? Will we have a blended learning process? What will be the protocols for distancing? We
earnestly hope that we will be back in the corridors and
physical classrooms of our school in a manner that supports quality education for our students. We await guidance on this return and of course we will be in touch with
you once we have details.
In the meantime, I wish you all a pleasant and safe summer. We continue to maintain our physical distancing and
keep the virus supressed and we will get back the things in
life that we are missing and the ordinary simple sense of
easy human connections and relationships. AND we will
get to go back to school… !

Principal

ENROLMENT FOR SEPTEMBER 2021
Enrolment for students starting in September 2020 opens on Monday 19th October 2020.

The closing date for applications is at 2pm on Friday 20th November 2020.
I wish to remind you that all application forms must be in prior to the deadline to be considered valid.
Also, please be aware that each application must be returned to the office in person by the parent/guardian,
countersigned, and the carbon copy retained for your records.
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HAIRSPRAY

Passion for the music was rife in the cast.
Songs from the show echoed in the halls
before auditions even began! Nonetheless, tireless hours were spent practising
lines spearheaded by music teachers
Caitríona O’Sullivan, Sinéad Muldoon
Walsh and Karen O’Carroll. Of course,
choreography crafted by Elaine Costelloe, Charlotte Tansley, Shauna Williams,
Rachel O’Neill, Jean Browne and Emma
Nolan, saw the excitement of the whole
cast as they brought the musical to life.
The hilarious story was directed by Tony
Behan and Christine Ryan. They pushed
for the cast to embody the witty charac-

UKULELE
CLUB

MS KAREN O’CARROLL

This year saw the formation of Mounthawk’s first Ukulele Club. Due to the high
demand the Ukulele Club was on every
Monday and Tuesday evenings after
school from 3.45 to 4.45. The aim of the club
is to allow all students to realise that they
can learn to play an instrument and that
music is a great source of joy. Once you
have learnt to play an instrument you will
have that skill to accompany you throughout your life. I wanted all of the students
to feel part of a community and to enjoy
singing and playing as a group as a lot of
young people do not get to experience this.
We welcome singers and non-singers, as a
massive part of this club is singing as loud
as possible as we play and not worry about
how good we sound, even though we do
sound pretty excellent all the time! During
the hour each week the students learnt the
basics of ukulele; how to hold the instrument, how to tune it, basic strumming patterns and chords.

ters. Slowly, after-school rehearsals and
surrendered lunchtime practices blazed
a trail through December and suddenly,
the musical was less than a month away!
In my opinion, an unforgettable rehearsal
was the first orchestra run. Beautiful harmonies tied in with the live music gave
me butterflies.
The first time on stage is daunting for anyone, myself included, but nerves turned
to utter elation on the opening night. I
still pinch myself when remembering the
back flips on stage!! The bright singing
and upbeat dancing transported everyone into 1960’s America. Period costuming by Mary Barry along with a colourful
set constructed by Tadhg O’Sullivan truly
set the scene. A surprise video on Friday
night from the songwriters of “Hairspray”,
all the way from New York, congratulating us on our production filled me with a
sense of pride. Our closing night was impeccable. The audience matched the delight of the cast as we sang our final song
“You Can’t Stop the Beat.”
Audiences laughed and sang and applauded throughout the shows. That
feeling of pure joy we bestowed upon

Some students progressed so well they
even learnt some finger picking. The TY’s
used this opportunity to enter learning the
Ukulele as their new skill for the Gaisce
Awards so there was a fantastic number of
transition years who engaged in this club. I
really hope to see the same amount of engagement next year.

audiences fills me with pride. People of
all ages, backgrounds, shapes and sizes
were celebrated. Much like our school’s
ethos, the message of acceptance and
self-belief conveyed in the musical wasn’t
lost on the cast or the audience. For that
reason, I am honoured to say, that I took
part in our school’s production of “Hairspray”. I will always cherish those magic
moments on the streets of Baltimore.

Winner of ‘Best Female
Singer in National
Stagewise Competition
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“Hairspray: The Broadway Musical”
must be one of the greatest accomplishments of Mercy Mounthawk. As a proud
member of the ‘Nicest Kids in Town’, it
was an honour to be part of such a fantastic production. With a huge cast of 130
students, the city of Baltimore was spun
into life for Siamsa Tíre audiences. This
production showcased the incredible effort of the student-body, however without
the commitment and sheer determination of teachers involved, this show could
not have been as perfect!

BY KIERAN COLLINS

6 National Award nominations:
• Best Visual
(Costumes, MakeUp, Props)
• Best Female Singer:
Promise Ekwuhama
• Rising Star:
Sorcha Ringland
• Best Choral
Singing
• Best Director:
Tony Behan Best Overall Show
• Best Overall Show

ication and for the joy they brought to the
school community. I am really excited to
see what the next school year brings and
hopefully welcome many new members to
the club!

We were very proud to take part in the annual Christmas Carol Service. The Ukulele
Club played two pieces to end the night
and even enticed the congregation to join
in. This was a great experience as this was
the first time a lot of the students had performed in front of a large audience. We were
also very proud to have four of our Ukulele
Club members enter the Mounthawk Battle
of the Bands competition. They entered as
‘SouthWest Life’ and they sang and played
two songs on the ukuleles. The group consisted of Mikey McCarthy, Dan Fisher, Darragh Walsh and Dara Cassidy all from transition year. They were absolutely fabulous
and really did the Ukulele Club proud!
To conclude I would like to thank all of the
members of the Ukulele Club for their ded-
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FROM MOUNTHAWK
TRAD GROUP TO
TG4 AND BEYOND...

This year, Conor Breen entered the TG4 “Realta agus Gaolta”
competition, specifically for families that play music together.
We were delighted they got to the finals of the competition.

Conor Breen, 3rd year

BUIOCHAS DO JOHN AGUS SEÁN
ON NGRUPA TRAIDISIUNTA
Judith Waugh agus Darragh Hennessy, 4u blian
Bhuel, ba bhliain an difriúil
é anseo i Méanscoil na Trócaire gan aon agó, agus don
ghrúpa Traidisiúnta ceoil
chomh maith. Bheartaíomar
ar thob-sheisiúin a eagrú i
rith na bliana: le ceiliúradh
a dhéanamh ar ócáidí agus
aon leithscéal eile a tháinig in
ár dtreo! Dhearaigh agus deagraigh mé féin agus Darragh
na dátaí agus na postaeir- níl
insint béíl ar an gcraic a bhí
againn.
Ghlacamar páirt i seirbhís Carúil na Nollag agus
ba bhínn na foinn againn
mar thús agus tionlacan
ar an ócáid- bhíomar ana
mhórálach as.

mbliana, a bhuí leis an Uasal ó Ruairc, mar gur ghlacamar páirt i saotharlann ceoil
leis an gceoltóir ‘Brendan
O’ Sullivan’. Réimse leathan
de phoirt nua agus den chumadóireacht- ba mhór an
trua ná cuireadh riamh críoch
leis an ‘Mounthawk jig’ ach
déanfaimíd fós é le Cúnamh
Dé.
Ba mhaith liom féin agus Darragh ag an bpointe seo, agus
go deimhin gach duine le grá
acu don cheol Traidisiúnta,
gach rath a ghuí le John McCrohan agus Séan Hennessy
agus iad ag tabhairt agahidh
ar an saol amach rompu. Nár
laga Dia bhúr spioraid.

Bhí an tádh dearg linn um

GOVERNOR OF
CENTRAL BANK
VISITS
MOUNTHAWK
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Governor of Central Bank presented Mr O’Roarke
with Commemorative Coin

We were honoured with a visit by the
Governor of the Central Bank of Ireland,
Gabriel Makhlouf, in February. He gave
an interesting engaging talk to some of
our senior Economics students in a very
informative session followed by a Question
and Answer session. To mark the visit, Mr
Makhlouf presented the school with a
specially minted commemorative coin.

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
SUMMER BULLETIN 2020

CHOIR 2019/20
Ms Caitríona O Sullivan, Ms Sinéad Muldoon
Walsh and Ms Karen O Carroll.
The school choir had a very busy school year. The mixed-voice choir
consists of approximately eighty students from 1st year right through
to 6th year. The choir promotes a supportive and collaborative atmosphere where everyone’s contribution is valued. Over the year the
choir has focused on a varied repertoire from sacred music to secular and modern music. They have performed at all school events
throughout the year. The main aim of the choir is to promote singing, to provide performance opportunities for our students as well
as giving them experience in teamwork, commitment and working
towards achieving a goal.
This year we also formed the first ever Mounthawk Schola Choir.
This is a small mixed voice choir consisting of eighteen students ranging from first to sixth year. The aim of the Schola choir is to provide
students the opportunity to engage in more challenging choral numbers and develop musical skills such as sight reading and use and test
these skills at choir competitions throughout Ireland. They were due
to compete in the National Choir competitions towards the end of the
school year but that did not transpire due to Covid 19. However, we
are very excited about the experiences and challenges that the next
academic year will bring and we also hope to welcome plenty of new
members! We already have a lovely repertoire lined up!
Our first performance of the year was in September for our annual
Mercy Day Mass. Following on from that, in December, Ms. O Carroll’s Schola Choir performed in the final of the RTE Lyric Fm competition. This was a fantastic achievement to be selected from hundreds of choirs across Ireland. Also in December we celebrated our
annual Christmas Carol Service with the school choir, Schola choir
and ukelele group. The choir, our traditional instrumentalists and all
our soloists and musicians performed magically! The night really set
the tone for Christmas. We were delighted to welcome our past pupil Christóir Lynch who performed piano for the occasion and who
also joined us to perform piano at Mercy Mounthawk’s production of
‘Hairspray’ the musical in Siamsa Tíre theatre, Tralee.
Due to Covid pandemic our usual choir events for the second half of
the year did not occur. However, we will still finish off the year with
a performance at our schools’ Online Awards Night which is always
the highlight of the school year.
All students involved in choir have given considerable time and commitment to their rehearsals and to preparation for the many events
we were involved in throughout the school year. We would like to
take this opportunity to thank you all for your dedication and wish
you a great summer break. We look forward to seeing you all again
in September.

Schola Choir
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THE MINDFULNESS GARDEN
January 2020, our final year in Mercy
Mounthawk!!! It was that time of the
year when life was on the fast track. As
a student your mind was swirling with
thoughts as numerous as the grains of
sand on the seashore. It was often challenging to resist the incessant chatter in
your brain, thoughts racing about school
assignments, teachers’ voices, parents’
voices, CAO forms to be submitted, the
ping of the digital world, hardly a moment to breathe. In our Mindfulness class
we were reminded about wellbeing and
the need to find balance between body
and mind.
To this end we grasped at the opportunity of making a mindfulness garden. The
grey January weather didn’t dampen our
spirits. We saw it as a journey of opportunity to escape from the chaos of classroom life.
The teacher quoted the experts telling us
it would help to activate the senses and
calm the mind. Nothing like a bit of gardening to ground you in the moment.
We wrapped up, took to the elements. We
had over 200 bulbs and seeds to plant. We
had collected buckets from the canteen.
The woodwork department bored holes
in them for drainage purposes. Then the
lads collected stones and soil in wheelbarrows and then we set about planting
under the sanctuary of the greenhouse.
Students choose bulbs and seeds which
were to symbolize the 197 students in
the class of 2020. These were to be set
in what was known as companion gardening, the idea being plants would
support one another throughout their
growth. They were set in layers so when
one lot got tired another would step up
and grow. We busily set about this task,
commenting and wondering what they
would become. Enthusiastic yes, handling
soil or as some referred to it as dirt and
worms was an interesting thought. Momentarily, there was a concern for those
“gel nails” but with a little trepidation Tara
threw caution to the wind and planted to
her heart’s content. With the pots completed, all they then needed was a little
water and time to nourish and grow over
the weeks that followed.
February came, the mocks were over, we
wondered why we stressed so much!! We
revisited the Limassol polytunnel and
gladly our flowers were beginning to
grow and take shape.
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March 12th
Assemblies were called, on that day they
announced school was to close but it

was only Thursday. The Coronavirus was
speaking, it was dictating our movements.
Some able-bodied students transported
our companion pots from the polytunnel
to the courtyard by the oratory. Here we
hoped they would get watered by the rain
as there was no one in school now to tend
to them.
Sadly, we didn’t get back to visit them
since that day. The plants were left in
their own isolation with Mother Nature.
However, the mindfulness garden gave us
the calm and togetherness then, that we
would so love to have again now.

Tara Byrne

It taught us that by planting even the
smallest of seeds you can weave all the
threads of your mind into one simple act.
The Buddah refers to the miracle of the
flowers.
Remember folks these flowers symbolise
you, colourful, elegant, bold, strong, tall,
short, wonderful, cheerful, precious and
unique, each a miracle in the making just
like each one of you.
To the class of 2020; You can’t control
what life throws at you, but you can control how you respond to it.

Robert Green

Live life, make the most of every moment.
Just like the Daffodils in the poem by
William Wordsworth, you too will be
“the Crowd” swaying and dancing in the
breeze sometime soon.
Ms Foley Thanks class 6.8, 6.3 and LCA2

THE GERMAN DEPARTMENT
German Christmas Market
Miss Browne’s 3rd Year German class
organised a Christmas Market for the
class. The students got to listen to German Christmas songs and sample some
traditional German Christmas food such
as “Stollen” and delicious German chocolate. The students also had to research
German Christmas traditions and share
the facts that they found with their class.
The students enjoyed experiencing German food and learning about the differences between Christmas in Germany
and Christmas in Ireland from each other.

Austrian Embassy
Essay Writing Competition
Our 5th year German class took part
in the Austrian Embassy essay writing
competition this year. This competition
always challenges students to think outside the box and to improve their German
language skills. This year the students
were required to focus on the importance
of culture and the influence of the Salzburg festival - “Die Salzburger Festspiele
werden 100 Jahre alt. Beschreibe die Bedeutung und den Einfluss der Festpiele”.
This competition encourages students to
use their ideas, research and knowledge
of the German language to create a well
thought out piece of German writing.

Couch to 5k

Our group met twice a week
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at lunchtime and we started
our 5k training with a mix of
walking and jogging initially.
We began to build up the distance and speed as we made
our way closer and closer towards our 5k running goal.
There was great fun along the
way as we all settled into our
running routine & encouraged

Our Couch-to-5k programme
was run by school staff with
the support of Kerry Recreation
& Sports Partnership and although we didn’t get to see it to
the end this year due to school
closures, we’re hoping to take
this challenge up again next
year and have an even bigger
and better programme.
Once again, it will be open to
all students and staff who are
interested in getting fit, challenging themselves and having
some fun at lunchtime!

SUMMER BULLETIN 2020

Our Couch-to-5k lunchtime
running group took its first
steps on our running journey
in the new year, with students
and staff donning runners in a
joint initiative to get active &
get fit for 2020!

each other to keep going and
push on further day by day.
We ran to Week 9 and achieved
great personal improvements
and were well on our way to
achieving our goal.

SCHOOL BANK
In transition year we had the opportunity to be involved with the school
bank team for Bank of Ireland. The
positions included Manager, Co-Manager, Sales and marketing etc. Having
applied for a position, the applicants
were narrowed down to 20 students
who were placed for interviews with
two representatives from Bank of
Ireland. The team of five people was
chosen from the interview process.
The team members chosen were
Anna Fitzgerld, Meadhbh Hanafin,
Ciara O’Mahony, John Feeley and Kirby-Anne Ryan.

raffled off One-for-All vouchers and a
Kerry jersey, signed by all the players.
We set up the bank outside the library
at lunchtime each week, making it
easy for students to join.
Many students opened accounts, especially those from 2nd year, as debit
cards are becoming more popular now
with young teenagers. We learned to
work as a team to gets things done
efficiently and quickly. It took up a lot
of our time, but we all stuck with it
and it was a rewarding experience in
the end.

To attract customers, we advertised Anna Fitzgerald and Kirby-Anne Ryan
the bank around the school and we (4th year)

MOUNTHAWK WINS
SENIOR STUDENT
ENTERPRISE AWARD
2020

do an effective job when training their child’s team.

MS AISLING O’CONNOR

This year there was a record number of entries for the National
Final - a total of 85 student businesses were put forward by their
Local Enterprise Offices in the junior, intermediate and senior
categories.

The Enterprise Transition Year students, as a group, participated
in this year’s Kerry Student Enterprise Programme. We had a
number of amazing ideas but only one group was allowed to
go forward to represent the school. This year the group that
was selected to represent Mercy Mounthawk in the final of the
Kerry Student Enterprise Programme was Approaching Coaching - www.approcoach.com

They won the Kerry Student Enterprise Award for the Senior
Category (Mini Company Programme), which was a great honour. As a result of this, the students were to attend the National
Final in Croke Park in May, but unfortunately, due to the Covid
pandemic, this was cancelled.

As their enterprise teacher, I am so proud of all the effort, time
and dedication this group have given to this competition and I
know they are going to succeed in the future, in whatever area
of business they become involved in.

The group comprised 4 girls who created and designed an online
coaching website for both clubs and parents in a range of sports.
The Transition Year students involved were Lara Flynn, Emily
O’Brien, Saoirse O’Donovan, and Yvonne Morrissey. Initially,
they focused on football but it will be followed by many others
such as hurling, rugby etc. This concept allows parents who are
involved in their child’s club but have no training experience to
use a guide of a series of drills, activities etc. to enable them to
7
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ARTISTIC
PERFORMANCE
by Jada Clarke 3rd year

I decided to choose Artistic performance as my short course
because I love the Arts. I am
very interested in acting, singing and dancing. My expectation for the class was that we
would do different performances inside of class and around our
school and learn about the history of the Arts. During my time
in artistic performance we did
all of these things and more. I
must say it definitely surpassed
my expectations for this class.
Over the two years I spent in
artistic performance I learned
how to work as a team and
work with large groups of people; for example, the flash mobs
that we put on in school. We
learned about time management, getting loads of dance
steps down and learning songs
within a short period of time.
This was difficult as so many
people had to work together
and try to get our timing right.
It was a great experience because we put a lot of hard work
into something and in the end
all of the long hard-working
classes paid off. It was also fun

in the extreme, as we got the
opportunity to perform and
act in front of our school. Over
the two years in artistic performance I also developed my performance and presenting skills,
We did many classroom assignments which involved both
performing and presenting.
My favourite classroom performance that we did was the one
where everyone got to do any
kind of performance piece that
they wanted to do. Through
this performance piece we
could see how talented everyone was and embraced each
and every one of our talents.
Overall during my time in Artistic performance we did individual class and group presentations. We practised and
performed drama pieces in
class. We were given the opportunity to do performances in
our school G.P area and to do
multiple Centenary Sessions.
We got to look at and learn
about the artistic side of music.
My personal favourite thing
that we did in artistic perfor-

3rd Year Artistic performance class

mance was to go see the
professional production of
“Blood Brothers” musical.
This was an absolutely
amazing experience for me
personally. I loved how we
got to see a professional
musical and see such talented actors perform live.
This was really the highlight
for me. Overall, artistic performance was an amazing
course and I will never for-

get doing it. I got to work on
group assignments with
my classmates and learned
so much about the artistic side of music and performing and I am very
grateful to have been
given the opportunity to
study artistic performance.

ART

1st 2nd and 3rd place in TUSLA Competition
Kerry Fostering team launched an Art competition for teenagers
around the county as part of TUSLA’s National Fostering
Awareness week. The chosen title was “Family and Me”. This was
to encourage young people to present their interpretation of what
is important to them in modern society when they think about
family. The aim of the competition was to promote an increased
awareness of fostering in the community and to encourage more
families to consider becoming foster carers.
Our students did extremely well and produced beautiful work. In
the Junior Category, Emily Malakhova in 1st year won 3rd place.
In the Senior Category, Ellie Stack in 4th year won 1st place, and
Allen Ybañez of 5th year won 2nd place. Sinéad Frampton in 4th
year and Siobhán Griffin in 5th year were both highly commended.
Some of our students have also entered the TEXACO Art
Competition, the results of which are pending due to COVID ‘19.
8

Jessica Zhang who won 2nd prize in the Kery
Comic Fest Art Competition with D.P. Mr Fleming
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Laoise Rush in 5th Year was instrumental in getting the Positivitree displayed in school for Health Promotion Week

HEALTH PROMOTION OCTOBER 2019
Once again there was a wide range of
events for all students and staff during
our first Health Promotion Week of
this academic year in Oct 2019 at Mercy Mounthawk, to promote health
and well-being throughout the whole
school.
The week was launched with the
theme ‘Student Formation’ in Centenary Hall, where a large cohort of our students watched their peers speak about
the benefits of being involved in Sports
in one’s formative years. There were
footballers, hurlers, basketballers, athletes, camogie players and much more!
It was a sporting talent showcase for
Mounthawk. The message, however,
was very clear: participation in sport at
any level is hugely beneficial, physically, psychologically and socially in equal
parts. It was one of the first occasions
that students had launched the week
themselves and it was inspirational for
younger students and affirming for the
presenters.
The theme of Gratitude was empha-

sised during the week with the entire
school community involved. SPHE
classes were themed around Gratitude that week and the students were
encouraged to begin a gratitude journal under the guidance of their tutors.
Members of staff contributed greatly
to a Gratitude box in the Staff Room
where some lovely things (well deserved) were said (anonymously) to
some lovely people. Spirits were lifted it
is true to say.
Most definitely the EVENT OF THE
WEEK was the Centenary Sessions
where both students and staff performed to great standards, (nobody
would deny!) From Lady Gaga performances to John Legend repertoires, it
was most definitely an unforgettable
and most enjoyable experience for all!!!
TY Active Leisure students were fortunate to be the first group of the school
population to receive training in CPR,
with the hope that it will be rolled out to
all students going forward. Meditation
was available at lunchtime for Senior

Stand up Awareness Week Human Rainbow

Students who may have been beginning to feel the final year pressure, and
the week finished up on a very upbeat
note with all classes doing a dance-off
to Thriller during the last twenty minutes of Friday evenings classes. Undoubtedly students went home happy,
after once again enjoying a lovely variety of Health Promotion Activities.
Health Promotion Week March 2020
did not take place due to COVID 19,
however a great variety of activities
had been organised; The Splash Dash,
Couch to 5km, Slí na Sláinte, Phone
Free Days, Vaping Talks, Intercultural
Centenary Session, Relax Techniques,
Teacher vs Students soccer matches
and much, much more. All these events
will most definitely be rolled out in the
future when it is safe to do so.
Until then………..Take Care everybody!!

Gratitude Box
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COVID 19 : AN
UNEXPECTED
SAVIOUR

LIFE UNDER LOCKDOWN

Hugh Emerson,
Class 4.4

It is now becoming more vivid by the day that governments and
people can react to global disasters. When a virus comes along
with a fatality rate of just over 4%, they act like the world’s going to end. Yet when a pandemic called climate change comes
along, or young people’s mental health bubbles to the surface
of the public’s conscience, they are much slower to act. I am
writing this article directly to every head of every state. Your veil
has been lifted. If you can react to disasters, why can the same
efforts not be made when it comes to climate change or mental
health? Now with the coronavirus here you have been given a
head start, so for the sake of humanity, react and improve the
environment’s struggles and young people’s mental health.
It is now commonplace that every day we wake up to more gut
wrenching news of more deaths and more infections, but we
also wake up to a more bonded together society. This is how
Covid 19 is affecting me, it is bringing me closer to my family
with cards and board games being resurrected from the backs of
drawers. Long walks down our lane way and shouting into the
neighbours from the other side of the road has unearthed a lost
art of communication. Where everyone is not going a million
miles an hour it has caused us teenagers to relax and de-stress
and has lowered anxiety amongst many of my peers. We are
returning to the world before social media took over, one where
people didn’t mind, know or maybe even care where everyone
was. This has taken huge social pressures from teenagers as we
are all on a level playing field, we are all just at home. This is
one reason why Covid 19 is an unexpected saviour.

Mr Nolan teaching from home

Mr Redican presenting
TY Awards from his shed!

Sarah Maunsell making Chocolate
treats during lockdown.

Politicians have had years of playing their game of kicking the
climate change ‘can’ further down the road. Now this is coming
to an end, with the spotlight shining even brighter on human environmental impact. With 3 billion citizens in lockdown, less fuel
is needed or consumed and emissions are down 50% in major
cities like New York. Which makes this the perfect time to capitalise. To take control of a swirling problem that will soon otherwise become impossible to control. But we have been gifted a
head start, every human cannot but accept the impact we have,
given the improvements we have seen in a matter of weeks of
OUR behaviour changing. Let’s make the 20s the decade when
real change began.
In conclusion, Covid 19 will leave an unfillable gap in so many
families locally, nationally and globally. However, it could be
the springboard for unprecedented change from an unprecedented disaster where climate change could finally get kick
started and where teenage mental health is no longer a problem needing millions of euros to address it. Governments internationally need to bounce back from this correctly and as
quickly as Covid-19 bounced into us. There is an opportunity for
change and improvement that would be a devastating loss if
not seized and used to our advantage.

President Higgins speaks
to students of the nation

Virtual Centenary Session
The school community gathered together on 15th
May for a Centenary Session, with a difference. This
time, instead of a gathering in Centenary Hall, we all
watched from our homes, on phones, laptops and
i-pads. Congratulations and well done to all our performers, who can be seen on https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=neV1GZwBcKU
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Ciara Samy

Trad Group perform together from their homes

AWARDS NIGHT 2020
Every year, the Awards committee meet and survey the staff to get
nominations under the various award categories. They then tally
nominations and produce lists of winners, get photographs of the
students and produce the Awards booklet. It is usually a task full of
deliberations, excitement and stress trying to get it all completed in
time for the night of celebration with parents, students and teachers
in the school gym.
This year, the nomination forms were sent electronically to all the
staff, the committee met on Google Hangouts and when all winners
were compiled, staff were recorded announcing winners and then
Mr Nolan put it all together for streaming on the night. It was all
very different except for the deliberations, excitement and STRESS
of putting it all together in time! (To meet the deadline, we thank
Mr Fleming’s daughter, Alyssa who was roped in to help edit parts
of the presentation!)

nessy. Again, ‘a worthy recipient with a proven academic record,… a
role model involved in the extra-curricular and co-curricular life of the
school’. His breadth of engagement included choir, the trad group,
the Science Club, where he participated in BT Young Scientist, debating, he represented the school in Strasbourg at the European Youth
Parliament as well as being at the heart of the Students’ Council.
Mr O’Roarke thanked the staff members behind the scenes that
helped to make the Awards happen, Mr Fleming, Mr.Kissane, Ms
Eimear Nolan, Ms Fionnuala Casey, Ms Marie Claire Healy, Ms Anne
McEllistrim, Ms Lyndsey Moriarty, MC Mr Redican and last but not
least, Mr Will Nolan, with his expert IT skills, who produced the finished product against the clock.
For the entire contents and list of recipients see Link https://youtu.
be/RrMj3hTwyUg
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We celebrated all that is positive and excellent in our school at our
Annual Awards Night on 28th May, streamed online to all the school
community at 7.30 p.m.

We had many award recipients in Academic, Diligence, Christian
Leadership, School Spirit and Comhar. Students who excelled in extracurricular areas were also worthy recipients, from sport to debating to music and drama.
Timothy Grimes won the Physics Award and Charlotte O’Halloran
won both the Maths and Gradam Gaeilge Awards.
Sports personalities Kieran Donaghy and Anna Geary announced
Stephen Bowler and Rachel Ryan as the Sportspersons of the Year.
Head Boy, Sean Hennessy and Head Girl, Mairead Kearney announced the Student Choice Award, selected among the 6th year
students. This year, this award went to Tony Hoare, for his ‘positive
influence and wit’ among his year group.
Chairperson of the Board of Management, Sr Bernadette Costello
presented the Ceist Awards to Charlotte O’Halloran and Louis Byrne,
who she said had the ‘courage of their convictions, through their involvement, example and commitment to faith development both in
the school and in the parish’. As a representative of the Board, she
also presented the Board of Management Awards to Michael Moynihan and Robin Porter, who, through their involvement in the school,
‘inspired their peers’ by their ‘outstanding contribution which brought
extra-curricular success to the school’.
Principal Mr. O’Roarke presented the Principal’s Award to two students. John McCrohan was ‘a worthy recipient of this award for his
leadership skills’ and ‘his genuine interest in supporting others’ said
Mr O’Roarke. He has been involved in debating, BT Young Scientist,
music, and choir. He has been described as a ‘thorough gentleman’
by his teachers. The second recipient, Mairead Kearney, an academic,
involved in Maths Teams, young Economist of the Year competition,
a leader in the school’s Student Council, she ran the Centenary Sessions during the year and ‘as Head Girl she was consistently dependable and hard-working’.
Mr.O’Roarke presented the Catherine McAuley Award to Sean Hen-

GUEST APPEARANCES FROM ANNA GEARY,
PAUL GALVIN AND SINEAD FANAGAN, ROSE OF TRALEE.

MC MR. REDICAN
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FAREWELL TO CLASS OF 2020
The Leaving Cert Graduation, set to take place at the end of May, like
many other events last term had to be put on hold as we were all on
lockdown. It is a significant event on the school calendar for parents,
students and teachers, as we mark the finish of a major chapter in our
students’ lives.
As we put the Graduation on hold, it was important that the school
community should mark the occasion in some way. Both students and
teachers were disappointed that they did not get a chance to finish off
the year, to wind down gradually and get a chance to say goodbye,
instead it was an abrupt finish for all of us on 12th March. And so to
follow on from teaching and learning online, it was only right that we
should have our ‘Farewell’ online also, broadcast to all the school community on 29th May at 7.30 p.m.
Our Head Boy, Sean Hennessy and Head Girl, Mairead Kearney
opened the programme as they spoke of the need for them as a year
group to look back at and celebrate their time in Mercy Mounthawk.
Mairead recalled her first day, sitting in the school Gym unaware of the
‘brilliant things, the friendships, sport, the TY memories’ that her time
in Mounthawk would bring.
Year Head Ms Cronin wished the Class of 2020 well, she hoped that
the grounding in faith, hope, kindness and resilience that the students
received in Mounthawk would help them to keep their feet fully on the
ground, make wise decisions and have the confidence to grasp opportunities that life brings to reach their full potential.
Many teachers used this opportunity to wish their students well, both
as individuals and from subject departments, offering advice, humorous and otherwise!

GEMMA’S
UNIFORMS
12

Mr, O’Roarke began his discourse with a quotation from Dumbledore,
Headmaster of Hogwarts, in the “Chamber of Secrets”. ‘It is our choices,
that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.” He reflected,
that even in lockdown, we have choices on how we react, one can
choose one’s attitude. He praised the students of 2020, who made
‘generous, open-hearted choices that have created wonderful, uplifting
events and joyful memories’ in Mounthawk. As the class of 2020 move
into adult life he advised them to not get hung up on their limitations,
but rather have the ‘clarity of mind and heart to identify your choices,
the courage to make the right choices and the perseverance to see
them through.’
There were more messages from teachers, including the sound advice
in “Oh, the places you’ll go, a poem by Dr Seuss.” This was followed
by a homily from Fr Padraig, who also was disappointed that he was
missing out on the Graduation Day, usually ‘a day of joy and celebration, thanksgiving and lots of style!’ he said.
The broadcast ended with a reflection on ‘Hope’ by the Head Boy,
more pictures of the Class of 2020, with Charlotte O’Halloran singing
‘Time to say Goodbye’ and the school choir singing ‘The Parting Glass.’
Thanks to all the staff who took the time to contribute to this delightful
presentation and pay tribute to our wonderful students. Great credit is
due to Stephen Oprisan who did most of the editing of the video. He
did a fantastic job!
So until the real Graduation, we wish the Class of 2020 a fond farewell or ‘au revoir’ as they move on to the next adventure. We wish
them health and happiness as they make wise and positive choices.
To view the virtual Farewell, see - Link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SIgGQtTuILU&feature=youtu.be

Gemma’s will be in school on
Thursday 6th August, Friday 7th August & Wednesday 19th August
From 9.30 am to 5 pm
Uniforms may be ordered or purchased on these dates.
Please phone Mai on 087 944 1949 if you have any queries or need to order uniforms.
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LONDON
CALLING
TRIP 2019

Robin Porter

Last September a small group of
sixth years set out for London.
It’s safe to say London was
certainly calling.
On the first day of our trip, we got a guided
bus tour of London. We saw Buckingham
Palace, Big Ben (getting a face lift), the
Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey
and Trafalgar Square. Needless to say, we
didn’t miss much on the bus tour. Afterwards
we got another guided tour, this time of
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. The tour included a workshop on “Hamlet” for our ‘inevitable’ Leaving Cert English paper, which
is seriously ironic in hindsight. The day was
not over yet as we got an up close and personal view of Buckingham Palace before
heading to see a West End production of
“Wicked” that night. The top class music was
nothing short of awe inspiring. This was a
personal highlight for many on the trip and
something we would recommend to anyone
visiting London.
The following morning we had time to
wander about Southbank and visit the
Tate Modern Art Gallery. We went straight
for the roof. The view showed the London
skyline, including Big Ben, The Shard and
the London Eye. The crystal clear morning
showed the Thames and its riverside city in
a whole new light. The gallery itself houses
modern and contemporary art which was a
favourite for many. Not ones to hang about
anywhere too long, a cruise on the River
Thames was next on the itinerary. With the
busy day we quickly worked up a hunger
and the peak of the trip for me was our visit
to Borough Market. Hundreds of food stalls
selling burgers, hot dogs, fresh fruit and var-

ious foods from all around the world were
packed together in the market. An unforgettable treat for the senses!
We visited several museums and art galleries and even got time to fit in a bit of shopping. We were on the hunt for the ‘London
look’. Perhaps the most memorable part of
the trip came on our last night in London.
Venturing down to White Chapel, we got
the official Jack the Ripper Tour through
the streets of London’s East End. The tour
was nothing short of chilling. Guided down
dark alleyways we saw gruesome images of
“Jack’s” victims projected on the walls of the
streets where the mutilated bodies once laid
lifeless just over a century ago. We all felt
an eerie feeling. Thoughts ran through our
mind, “what if Jack is still here?” Thankfully
we all made it out alive, after the most horrific history lesson ever.

Ms. Bunce were always up for a laugh. Of
course the students had some fun too. The
trip was amazing from beginning to end,
and I’m sure for many it’s a pinnacle of our
time in Mounthawk. These memories, much
cherished, will never be forgotten.

The next morning we woke up to our last
day in London. This day was a bit more
light-hearted, but no less exciting. The most
magical day of the trip took us to the wizarding world of Harry Potter Studios. A Potterhead’s dream, the studio tour showed off
real sets and costumes used in the movies
and we got to see a bit of the magic that
took place behind the camera. From Olivanders wand shop to Honeydukes sweet
shop and even Diagon alley, this was the
perfect way to finish off our spellbinding
London Tour.
With a trip jam packed with amazing activities, there’s only one more thing that made
this trip the thrill that it was, and that is
the people who we shared it with. Amazing
teachers Ms. Thornton, Mr. Houlihan and
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POETRY ALOUD

Ms Condon with winners of the
Golden Ticket on Roald Dahl Day

Áine Casey who participated in the Poetry Aloud
Competition, with Ms. Condon, in Dublin

Dress up for World Book Day

LAURA FOLEY THRILLED
WITH HER EXPERIENCE
OF SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL
Soroptimist International is an all-women’s public speaking competition. The competition aims
to encourage girls to play a more prominent part
in public life, to improve the art of communication
and to develop the skills to speak effectively and to
articulate with clarity and conviction. The organisation was founded in Oakland, California in 1921.
The women who founded these clubs in many
countries tackled small issues that were personal to
their area, and as it has evolved globally, worldwide
issues are now discussed.
Ephrata Yosef, Laura Foley, Olamide Obadina and
Alimat Babatunde represented Mercy Mounthawk
in the public speaking competition in Killarney
House this year. They spoke on topics ranging from
health to human rights, empowerment of women
and the environment.
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World Book Day
Laura Foley was one of two contestants who won the local heat, chosen to represent the Killarney Soroptimists Club in the regional finals
in Limerick in January. Her topic “Good Mental Health is fundamental
to thriving in Life,” was an area she felt passionate about.
At the Regional heat, the contestants had to make an impromptu, two
minute speech on a topic chosen by the Soroptomists. This year, the
topic was ‘Shoes’. Laura spoke eloquently on how shoes follow you
everywhere in life. Shoes watch you grow and explore life, and ultimately aid you in your journey, whether you’re wearing hiking boots
to walk up a mountain, or high heels for a night out.
Laura was thrilled to be given the opportunity to be involved in this
competition. “I had accomplished something I never thought I would.
I wanted to convey the significance of having good mental health
and wellbeing to young girls like myself, and to erase the stigma that
lingers in our world surrounding mental health. The competition has
taught me very valuable skills and lessons for my journey ahead in
life and it gave me the drive to pursue other opportunities that come
my way”.

This year I had the opportunity to participate in the Munster Schools Debating
Competition 2020 which took place at
the UCC campus. Truthfully, I was not
aware that this competition was taking
place until my friend and teammate,
Alimat, approached me and asked if I
would be her teammate. Judith Waugh
and Isobel Keane were also representing Mounthawk in this competition. My
team was the first opposition and the
motion was: “Should we ban child beauty pageants? ‘. As you can imagine this
was not the easiest motion as child beauty pageants are quite controversial for a
myriad of different reasons. Although I
had experience in public speaking having represented Mounthawk in Dublin
Castle as part of the European Studies
Programme in TY, the format and structure of debating was still foreign to both
my partner Alimat and I. Time was also
not on our side with only the weekend
to write a full debate with very little experience.
To say we were nervous on the day
would have been an understatement, but
Alimat and I took a somewhat relaxed
approach, as the experience in itself was
good enough for us and anything else
was a bonus. We travelled to UCC by
bus accompanied by Mr. Fleming who
helped us with last minute preparation
for both teams. When we arrived at UCC
Isobel and Judith went to the room where
their debate would take place and Alimat and I did the same. The debate itself
went well with both of us speaking well

and not stuttering on tricky points of information. However, it all came down to
what the judge thought. When the judge
came back with the result and called
out the teams that had gone through, I
could not believe my ears when I heard
the name of our school. We had won, we
had got through!!!We did not expect it at
all. More good news followed because
Isobel and Judith had also won their
debate. Both teams from Mercy Mounthawk were through to the Semi Final, we
were all delighted and it made the bus
journey home that bit better.
Around three weeks later we were told
our motion for the next round. Alimat
and I were first proposition with the motion that: ‘Former colonial powers should
pay reparations to their former colonies’.
We were ecstatic. With longer preparation time and more confidence, we felt
like we had a really good chance. We all
wrote our debates and were all ready
to go, when the morning of the debate
we received an email from Mr. Fleming
telling us the debate had been cancelled
due to the Coronavirus. We were devastated that after all our hard work it had

been cancelled, but we knew for our own
safety it was the best option. Although
we didn’t get to continue further, we were
all so grateful for the opportunity and
the help we have received in preparation
for both debates from Mr. Fleming, John
McCrohan, and Seán Hennessy.
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MUNSTER
SCHOOLS
DEBATING

To anyone unsure if they would be good
at debating or thinking that they aren’t
good enough, my advice would be to
give it a shot because you might end
up loving it. From my own experience,
I know how intimidating it can be and
how overwhelming it can be sitting in a
room with people who always seem to
know what they are doing. Do not panic, because you will get the hang of it if
you stick at it. Alimat and I are extremely thankful to Mr.Fleming who mentored
us throughout the debates. The skills I
picked up during the preparation for the
debates and the delivery of them are invaluable and something I intend to keep
up long term.

Emily Heaslip

FRENCH THEATRE
We welcomed the French Theatre for schools group to our
school in March for their annual visit. They performed two
shows, one junior and one senior and many of our French
students got the opportunity to not only attend but also to
participate and really enjoyed and benefitted from the
experience.

FRENCH SINGING
IN SCHOOLS
The students got to improve their French through the
medium of music, when the French singing group came
to our school in November. Great fun was had!
15
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Lourdes
- one of the best
experiences of my life
As I am asked to write a piece on my trip to Lourdes, a
place that is in no way deserving of clichés, all I am left
with is clichés. My visit to Lourdes with the diocese of
Kerry was undoubtedly one of the best experiences of
my life. This trip had such an impact on my peers and I
that words do not do it justice. It was only after returning
that I fully understand the great difficulty in putting this
experience to paper. Our Lourdes experience consisted
of four full days of work. We each had different duties at
different times - looking after the pilgrims, preparing the
dining area, cleaning up after mealtime, cleaning the pilgrims’ rooms or running simple errands. Yet this work, as
strange as this may sound, was the most rewarding part
of my trip to Lourdes. Each time I had a conversation
with a pilgrim I learned a lesson, shared a joke or formed

end of the pilgrimage we felt like one big family. My
highlights include the magnificent torchlight procession
and our visit to the grotto where I had the invaluable opportunity of singing at the Mass. This is an experience
that will stay with me forever, even now more poignant
as it is one of the final memories of my senior year which
has come to an abrupt end due to Covid-19. It is a journey which must be experienced to be understood and a
memory I will take with me for the rest of my life.

a bond. I grew to know my fellow volunteers and by the

Charlotte Calleja O’Halloran

5th Year students participate in Retreats with An Tobar Nua

Ms McElligott
nominated for

Teachers
Inspire
Teachers Inspire is an Ireland-wide
initiative that seeks to celebrate
teachers, and to recognise the transformative role they play in students’
lives and in communities.
The motivation behind Teachers Inspire is to create a platform that highlights the work of exceptional teachers, and give them the validation and
recognition they deserve.
The Teachers Inspire initiative evolved
from a discussion between Dermot Desmond, benefactor of The
Desmond Chair in Early Childhood
Education at DCU, and Prof. Brian
MacCraith, President of DCU. Mr.
Desmond believed that the value of
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Michael Moynihan, Clodagh Kirby, Sr Bernadette,
Louis Byrne and Charlotte O’Halloran

5th Year students participate in Retreats with An Tobar Nua

our extraordinary teachers was not
fully recognised and agreed that he
would sponsor a nationwide campaign to pay tribute to teachers who
have made a positive impact on the
lives of their students.
This year over 400 nominations were
received and after a rigorous selection
process, 5 teachers from each province were chosen and were invited
to a Gala dinner held at The Helix in
DCU on October 4th. Each teacher
was profiled and had a certificate presented to them to acknowledge the
difference that they had made in a
student’s life. The night was MC’d by
Miriam O’Callaghan.
Cora Mc Elligott from Mercy Mounthawk was nominated by one of her
pupils - Trevor Leen. She was chosen
as one of the final 20 nominees on
the island of Ireland and attended the
event where inspiring stories of teachers throughout Ireland were shared
and celebrated.

Ms Cora McElligott nominated by Trevor Leen

Christmas - Season
of Good Will

Scoláireachtaí
Gaeltachta

Ms. Ní Dhubhda

Christmas Jumpers Day
Every year, we distribute over 30 hampers to families in our community. This would not happen were it
not for the generosity of our students, who faithfully
contribute to the cause each year. We don our Christmas jumpers as a reminder to bring in non-perishable
goods for this thoughtful gesture. Thanks to Ms Linda
Kane and Sr Bernadette for organising the collection.

Turas chuig An Triail
Ar an gcéad lá de mhí Deireadh Fómhair thug roinnt de dhaltaí na hardteiste
cuairt ar amharclann an Bheltable i Luimneach chun léiriúchán Fibín den
dráma An Triail a fheiceáil agus ní raibh díomá orthu .Tugadh siar iad go
hÉirinn a bhí an difriúil. Fuaireadar léargas ar chás Mháire ní Chathasaigh
agus ar an tslí inar chaith sochaí na linne go míthrócaireach lei sa tír seo sna
seascaidí.
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Ar an gcéad lá de mhí Deireadh Fómhair thug roinnt de dhaltaí na hardteiste
cuairt ar amharclann an Bheltable i Luimneach chun léiriúchán Fibín den
dráma An Triail a fheiceáil agus ní raibh díomá orthu .Tugadh siar iad go
hÉirinn a bhí an difriúil. Fuaireadar an léargas ar chás Mháire ní Chathasaigh agus ar an tslí inar chaith an sochaí míthrócaireach lei sa tír seo sna
seascaidí. Le cúnamh Dé cabhróidh an cur i láthair beo seo leo agus iad ag
tabhairt faoi na scrúdaithe go luath.

Bhain idir dhaltaí is múinteoirí taitneamh is tairbhe as an deis iontach seo
cur i láthair beo a fheiceáil. Guímid gach rath ar dhaltaí na hardteiste ina
saol amach anseo agus tá súil againn go leanfaidh siad leis an meon dearfach a léirigh siad don teanga le dhá bhliain anuas.

Christmas Raffle
Ms Mary Savage also organises a raffle among students and staff. This year, this Christmas Raffle raised
€4,500 for local charities. The recipients of the raffle this year were Kerry Cork Health Link Bus, Kerry
Palliative Care, Kerry Adolescent Counselling Service,
Tralee Soup Kitchen, Kerry Wheelchair Association,
ADAPT, and Kerry Rape & Sexual Abuse Centre.

Shoebox Appeal

Ceardlann Ceoil do Sheachtain na Gaeilge leis an gceoltoir Brendan O’Sullivan

Turas chuig an Triall

Team Hope works with communities in Africa and
Eastern Europe through the Christmas Shoebox Appeal, sustainable development projects and in raising
awareness of poverty’s causes and impacts. This Irish,
Christian and child-focused international development
organisation was founded in 2010, working to help
children affected by poverty or marginalisation to fulfil
their holistic potential. This year, 270,488 shoeboxes
were delivered to children in need from Ireland. The
Kerry boxes were sent to children in Malawi. Thanks to
Ms Denise Buckley for organising the Shoebox appeal
in Mounthawk
Bhí an-áthas orainn fáilte a chur roimh Bernard Casey i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge
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Three Basketball Scholarships

Congratulations to Senior Boys Captain Daire Kennelly, Leeroy Odiahi and David Gorianskii, who have been
awarded scholarships to study abroad next year. Daire is heading Stateside to St. Andrew’s School in Providence, Rhode Island. Leeroy and David have the opportunity to study in Canada at George Harris Prep.,
Mississauga, Ontario. We wish them the best of luck in their careers.

History
Quiz
1st and 2nd place in HTAI Quiz
qualify for National Final
This year I was absolutely delighted to be able to take
part in the Kerry HTAI quiz along with some of my classmates and friends to put our history knowledge to the
test. Mounthawk put forward three teams and we prepared for the quiz with the help of our amazing history
teachers. The quiz took place on the 3rd of March in Presentation Secondary School.
There were nineteen teams from secondary schools all
around the county and despite it being a competition,
there was a brilliant atmosphere. It was a night of fun for
all involved. We all enjoyed ourselves as well as getting
great history revision for our exams. After a number of
rounds, it came down to a three-way tie-breaker involving two of Mounthawk’s teams. Following a difficult
tie-breaker question, my team being Roisin Reidy, Caoilinn O’Brien, Grainne Leahy and we were very fortunate
to win. We were extremely grateful and lucky as all the
other teams had been amazing throughout.
We could not have done it without our brilliant history
teacher Ms. Somers and the other teachers who helped
us to prepare. The National finals were due to take place
on the 25th of April but due to the current crisis they were
cancelled. However, my team is very thankful for the
wonderful opportunity and the great night we had at the
quiz. I would definitely encourage anyone who gets the
opportunity to take it and get involved.

Aideen Lynch
18

Well done to our History Quiz teams who came 1st and 2nd in the
Kerry History Teachers Association, Ireland Quiz. Back L-R Fionan
Diggin, Ciarán O’Brien, Jack Doyle, Pawel Kowalski, Farah Khidr,
Aideen Lynch, Roisin Reidy, Adeola Idowu, Choitee Chakrobarty,
Daniel Oyewande. Front L-R Grainne Leahy, Caoilinn O'Brien.

History Week Heros and Villains

GUIDANCE COUNSELLING

For the rest of the school body it was about preparing them
for their continuing journey with us. There were a number
of information evenings facilitated by the guidance counsellors for students, and their parents, including the Subject Choice talk for 1st years going into 2nd year and the
Senior Cycle Subject Options talk for 3rd and 4th years
going into 5th year. Our engagement with our 5th year
Guidance classes continued through Google Classroom.
In order to prompt students to begin planning their future career paths, the Differential Aptitude Test was ad-

Yellow Flag
In September 2019, a group of students and teachers came together to form a Yellow Flag Committee. The Yellow Flag, promoting inclusion of all
cultures and ethnicities, celebrating diversity and
challenging racism and discrimination, had previously been attained in the school by our dear
colleague Martha Brassil, RIP and the committee
was formed this year to bring it back to the school
to continue Martha’s brilliant work.
Meetings were held with Shreya Chaturvedi, Yellow Flag Coordinator, and also a large, diverse
committee of students from a wide variety of nationalities and age groups, with a view to re-attaining the Yellow Flag. Undertakings such as Intercultural Night, Say No to Racism, Student Surveys
and many more were well underway until the unforeseen school closure but will most definitely be
continued on our return to school.

ministered to all 4th years and 5th years who did not do
4th year. 3rd years going directly into 5th year took the
Career Decision Making test as a guide to their decisions
around Senior Cycle Subject options. Appointments with
students and parents of students, making those subject
choice decisions, were facilitated on request. Since our closure, the Guidance Dept. has worked with management
to develop protocols around online pastoral engagement
with students and the Pastoral Care and Guidance teams
held frequent video conference calls.
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As another academic year draws to a close it must be acknowledged that it has been one of the most extraordinary
second terms any of us has ever experienced. In January,
our focus was on preparing Leaving Certificate students for
the next step in their journey beyond secondary school. To
this end, a talk on the C.A.O. process was given to Leaving
Certificate students and their parents. Applications to the
C.A.O. were submitted by the February 1st deadline while
applications for both D.A.R.E. and H.E.A.R. were completed by the April 1st deadline. Since our closure in March,
further information on Post Leaving Certificate courses,
scholarships, and SUSI maintenance grants were disseminated to all 6th year students through Google Classroom
and we engaged through email and, if necessary, by
phone, with individual students. We had visits from both
colleges of further education in the county in February
and very beneficial visits to the Clash and Monavalley
campuses of Kerry College took place before we closed.  

The Guidance team would like to thank fellow staff, parents and management for their ongoing support throughout the year. To our outgoing Leaving Certificate students,
it was not the ending we had anticipated and there is a
sense that we have come to a sudden stop rather than
a natural end. We may not have the opportunity to say
goodbye and good luck in person but our memories of
you, as a wonderful group of young people remains, as
you move forward. Many of the skills you have had to
acquire since March, self-motivation, self-directed learning, online submission of work, are key skills necessary to
survive 3rd level so you have a good head start! And so,
we may not be able to say an actual goodbye but maybe
that's a good thing because, as Sanober Khan wrote:
"The splendid thing about falling apart silently is that you
can start over as many times as you like."
Ms. B. Farrell, Ms. M. O’Mahony and Ms. S. Muldoon Walsh

Of course it would be remiss not to mention the
wonderful school production of ‘Hair Spray’ in Siamsa, a huge thank you to all the students and
teachers involved, a most definitely spectacular
performance, which connected to the reestablishment of the Yellow Flag at Mercy Mounthawk in
a hugely positive way, with many students joining
up, from the leading roles to the chorus, it was a
very welcome step for the Committee. There were
also a series of cookery evenings organised by the
Parents’ Council, demonstrating different cultures
which also highlighted our diversity and encouraged integration.
The Yellow Flag Committee are very much looking
forward to continuing this vital work in the school
and bringing the Yellow Flag back to Mercy Mounthawk where it truly belongs. Until then, Stay Safe
Folks!
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Mounthawk wins GTTP
Trip for third year in a row
GTTP stands for Global Travel and Tourism Partnership. Its aim is to inspire and
enable young people to build careers
in travel and tourism. This year’s competition was based on ‘events tourism’.
Events tourism is defined as the holding
of events as tourist attractions. We chose
the Rose of Tralee as it was the most accessible for us and we were extremely
interested in learning more about our
local festival. Our GTTP Events tourism
project on the Rose of Tralee International Festival began back in January
2019. This project was worked on by a
team of four people: Michalina Gora,
Ellie Sugrue, Isobel Keane and myself,
Cora Savage. We worked very hard for
many months creating a booklet about
our school, our county and mainly the
Rose of Tralee Festival.
In June we attended the Kerry Rose
selection held in Ballyroe Heights Hotel and a few weeks later in August we
heard the brilliant news that we were
selected to represent both Mercy Mounthawk and Ireland at this year's GTTP
conference in Nice, France. We then attended The Rose of Tralee Fashion Show,
getting behind the scenes with the social
media team. We shadowed Mr Will Nolan. He showed us what the social media team do to promote the festival and
it was very interesting to say the least.
On that night we also got to meet Irish
social media star James Patrice and had
the opportunity to watch him at work.

As part of the project we interviewed
Rebeka Wall (former Kerry Rose 1998),
John O’Shea (owner and driver of
O’Shea Travel, official bus company for
the festival), Will Nolan (Rose of Tralee
social media team), Anthony O’Gara
(CEO of the festival) and finally Orla
O’Shea (Rose of Tralee winner 2004).
Through these interviews we explored
the two main topics of the project ‘Plastic Waste’ and ‘#JOMO’ (Joy of missing out). Each interviewee gave their
views on both topics and how it affected them. The GTTP permitted just two
people to attend the conference and in
the end Michalina and I were chosen to
represent the team.
We spent the first day exploring Nice
and spent the next two days either
presenting or listening to the other students. We presented our project to the
other students and representatives from
international companies like Marriott International, Amadeus, Hertz and
the Carlson Family Foundation. The
founder of the GTTP was also in attendance. The conference was held in the
Amadeus Headquarters located just
outside Nice. The facilities were amazing and we were extremely grateful for
having the chance to promote the festival in such a great place to a group of
successful people. We met all the other
students attending from different parts
of the world, Brazil, China, India, France,
Hong Kong, Hungary, Kenya, Russia,
South Africa and Tanzania. We learned

Michelina Gora, Cora Savage with Ms O’Connor
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about many different festivals that are
held around the world each year and
of course, made friendships that will
last forever. We gifted a special Rose
of Tralee coin that were made to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the
festival by Tipperary Crystal to each of
the students in attendance. On the final
night of our trip we all attended a Gala
Dinner where we were presented with
a certificate of achievement and performed a party piece of our choice.
Both Michalina and I truly feel that this
trip was a once in a lifetime experience
and we are exceedingly grateful for this
opportunity. We would like to thank Mr
John O’ Roarke and Mr Ronan Redican
for facilitating this competition in the
school. We would also like to thank Ms
Olivia Dineen for coordinating this project and Ms Grainne O’Connor for supporting us and accompanying us on the
trip.In addition to this we would like to
thank the Rose of Tralee International
Festival for providing us with tickets to
both the Kerry Rose Selection night and
the Rose of Tralee Fashion Show, along
with sponsoring the gifts we were able
to bring. Finally we would like to thank
Natasha Kinsella and all the official
sponsors of the conference. This project
was hard work but definitely worth it in
the end. An unforgettable and enriching
experience!
Cora Savage, 5th Year

Cora Savage and Michelina Gora win Trip to Nice

Maryam qualifies for
final of Savour our Flavour

A huge thanks to Ms.Barry for her experience
and guidance throughout the creative journey of
the Junk Kouture competition for a small group of
Transition Years. Under her watchful eye it was
a 4-month journey of ups and downs, creative
dilemmas and hard work to create some crazy,
out of this world outfits from recycled everyday
items.

Chef Mark Doe was very impressed with the culinary skills of students but
only one could be selected to move forward in the competition. Maryam
Zafar emerged victorious. Maryam submitted a project based on her dish
- pan seared fillet of chili cod on a bed of roasted baby carrots served with
roasted vine tomatoes and roasted rosemary potatoes with a creamy cauliflower puree and a pea and chili puree. Her project researched nutritionnal values, good mood food and local ingredients.
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Junk
Kouture
2020

Building on the success of Ellie Sugrue's win in the The Apprentice Chef
Competition last year, one of our students Maryam Zafar was successful
in another competition, Savour Our Flavour School Cook Off held on the
6th of December and judged by Chef Mark Doe, helped by our Supreme
Apprentice Chef and 5th year student Ellie Sugrue.

Maryam qualified for the semi-finals which were held in Midleton on the
5th of March. From the semi-final round, Maryam was one of ten students
that qualified for the final which was to be held on the 14th of May in Ballymaloe House but unfortunately this has now been postponed until next
year. We would like to wish Maryam the very best of luck and look forward
to her cooking up a storm in Ballymaloe House next year.

Hugh Emerson created a suit called “Adventure
Warrior” aiming to highlight how sport and exercise can have a positive effect on your mental
health (below left).The outfit was created from cycling and running materials such as donated old
event t-shirts, bike wheels and medals.
Ellie Sugrue created the dress called “The Reincarnation” (above). Her dress was made from
used plastic bags, sheep wire, deer antlers and
bottle corks along with old ribbons.
Ellie Stack, Charlotte Fort, Favor Itsede and Jessica Oristejolomi, created a dress (below right)
made from exam papers, copies and other stationary equipment and was modelled by Ellie.
They aimed to showcase the annual waste of
exam papers after every Junior and Leaving Cert
cycle. They called their outfit “Less Stress More
Dress”.

Maryam Zafar

Pan seared fillet of chilli cod

CEIST
Bake off
Runner Up
Ciara O’Sullivan entered the Ceist
Secondary Schools’ Bake off Competition and was chosen to compete
in the final of the competition. Ciara
travelled to Kildare to take part in the
bake off on the 6th of March. She
baked and decorated a coffee cake
in the shape of a messy teenager’s
bedroom. Ciara said it was really exciting having the judges walk around
looking at and judging all the cakes.
Ciara was a runner up and found
the whole experience “amazing and
thoroughly enjoyable”.
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STUDENT COUNCIL
SOCIAL INTEGRATION
AND WELL-BEING
COMMITTEE
The promotion of social integration and wellbeing are presented
as two pillar aims of the Students’ Council. Both ideals complement each other in helping the student body have a happy life at
Mercy Mounthawk. As the year commenced, committee members were chosen from their respective year groups and we held
our first meeting for the year, setting out an agenda.
Centenary Sessions, by now a custom in our school, were once
again centre stage in the promotion of well-being and indeed social integration. Such concerts appeared as varied as any good
talent show should be. We had rappers and trad groups, pop
singers and comedians and even our very own teacher band for
good measure. The atmosphere of acceptance and celebration
these centenary sessions generated was palpable, validated by
the roaring applause that each and every participant received.

in heterogeneous harmony with others. We also celebrated specific cultural events in innovative ways. To mark Chinese New
Year, Chinese proverbs were placed surreptitiously in the lockers
of first years.
Social integration however is not just singularly diluted to the promotion of the acceptance of different cultures. To mark International Anti-bullying Day, in conjunction with the transition years
we held a day of solidarity with our LGBT classmates. Students
were encouraged to wear colourful jumpers, the fleeting student
body appearing as a sort of moving rainbow. All students were
invited to sign a pledge to always treat their classmates with respect, regardless of sexual orientation. We set up a photo booth
filled with fun props to highlight the event. There was an outpouring of support for our pledge and we were happy to receive an
endless list of supporting signatures. Statistics were presented to
students to showcase the extent of the bullying faced by LGBT
students, an eye-opening activity for all. In a school where students are treated fairly, regardless of any differences, student
well-being will always be enhanced.

Due to the unexpected break from school we were unable to
bring forth a specially designated Centenary session to focus on
celebration of Mounthawk’s cultural diversity. However, we did
manage to create poster displays showcasing different cultural
customs on our very own notice board, encouraging students to
recognize that we can celebrate our own culture while still living

ECOLOGY AND
RECYCLING
COMMITTEE
The Ecology and Environment committee of the Students’ Council is responsible for the upkeep of a healthy and clean school
environment as well as raising awareness for global environmental issues. So far this year, our committee has been very busy,
we hosted and took part in an Eco-UNESCO workshop, working
with other schools around Kerry to discuss prevalent environmental issues in our communities.
We are in the process of developing a project for the young environmentalist competition surrounding biodiversity and are also
working on applying for the Green Schools Flag. There is also a
delegation from the Students’ Council being sent to an environmentalist workshop where they will work with students from the
various other schools around Tralee to brainstorm projects and
present these plans to local politicians. We are still coming up
with new ideas and are looking forward to putting these ideas in
motion in the coming year.
Sean Hennessy, Head Boy.
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Head Boy
Sean Hennessy

Head Girl
Mairead Kearney

CHILD SAFEGUARDING
STATEMENT
Mercy Mounthawk
Following the publication of the Child Safeguarding
Guidelines by TUSLA in 2018, the school has developed
a Child Safeguarding Policy and Statement which is
available for you to read on the school Website at
www.mercymounthawk.ie/child-safeguarding/

Please read this important statement
In the context of the new guidelines, all members of
staff are vetted according to the requirements of the
guidelines and all staff have engaged with the TUSLA
training for mandated persons.
The Designated Liaison Person for concerns around
any child protection issue is John O’Roarke
The Deputy Designated Liaison Person is Nora Quane

We were delighted to celebrate European Day of Languages on the
26th of September 2019. Every student in the school wore badges
which said ‘talk to me’, in a huge variety of world languages. A quiz
was also held for all Transition Year language classes. It was great to
celebrate linguistic diversity!
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European Day of Languages

Stephanie represents
Ireland at the 91st
International Session
of the EYP in Hamburg
Stephanie Keane was one of 7 Irish
students who spent 9 days at the 91st
International Session of the European
Youth Parliament in September. With
170 delegates from all over Europe,
Stephanie participated in committee
work and debated in the General Assembly.
She attended the Connacht-Ulster Regional Session in November of 2018.
From that session, she progressed on
to the national session in April 2019,
and was honoured to be chosen as
one of the 30 delegates out of over
100 to represent Ireland at an International Session of EYP. At the 91st
International Session of the EYP in
September of 2019, she, along with
6 other Irish 6th years, spent 9 days
team building, participating in committee work and debating in the
General Assembly with 200 other
delegates from 35 different European
nations, from the UK to Latvia to Turkey.

In session events such as Eurovillage,
they were given the opportunity to
learn about different European cultures through their food and traditional dress. At Euroconcert, they were
able to appreciate the things they
have in common and enjoy the cultural differences through song, dance
and poetry recitals.
The Irish influence was certainly felt
at the session, from the appearance
of the inflatable dinosaur costume
“T-rexit” and the creation of the “potato flute” during Eurovillage, to the
beautiful contemporary ballet performed at Euroconcert by an Irish delegate.
Stephanie said ‘When I started EYP
in Transition Year, I never would have
imagined that I would find myself in
Hamburg, speaking in Irish to a member of the UK delegation as he spoke
back to me in Hebrew, but I have definitely since learned that there is no

limit to the places that EYP can bring
you. There is certainly no limit to the
peculiar tasks, or the countless lifelong friendships I would make.
EYP has undoubtedly changed my
life, and I could not be more proud to
say that I am an official member of
the European Youth Parliament.’

The theme of the session was “Remember, Reflect, React”. It was the
source of inspiration for panel talks,
debate topics and videos by the media team. It reminded them all to
remember and reflect on the past,
particularly focused on the history
of Hamburg, and taught them the
importance of reacting to the past in
such a way that they strive for the betterment of the world’s future.
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Forbairt Project by Mr Shane Kissane

As part of our ongoing commitment to
teaching and learning, teachers of second
year students undertook a year-long Forbairt project to examine how best to embed and consolidate the learning that happens during a session of active learning in
the classroom.
We undertook this specific project in response to the main recommendations of
the WSE in September 2019, deciding to
focus on a pedagogical strategy that was
actionable across the whole school. The
Forbairt project also allowed us to address
the second main recommendation which
asked us to explore collaborative strategies
to maximise the learning of all planned activities.
The Forbairt team consisted of the Principal Mr. O’Roarke, Deputy Principal Mr.
Kissane and teachers Ms. Grainne O’Connor and Ms. Stacey O’Leary. Working
alongside the team were teachers from
four second year classes, Ms. Carey, Mr.
Mulligan, Ms. Emma Nolan and Mr.
O’Leary who liaised closely with four class
groups. This working group, together with
the Forbairt team linked with the greater
teaching body at staff meetings throughout the school year to develop a template
for teachers and students to use, which
would road map, in some detail, sessions
of active learning.
Before the students were surveyed, the
Forbairt team met with the second year
classes and explained what the project
was about making presentations on the

Roaring 20s
Fashion Show
On 24th October 700 eager spectators descended on Mounthawk in anticipation of
our annual TY Fashion Show. We could
only wait back-stage in excitement at the
opportunity to bring everyone back to
the roaring 20’s on Great Gatsby theme

topics of Learning Intentions, Success Criteria and the different methods of Active
Learning that they had experienced in
Mercy Mounthawk.
As well as speaking with and surveying
whole class groups, the team ran focus
groups from each of the four second year
classes. These smaller working groups
allowed teachers to delve deeper into
students’ experiences of and familiarity
with Active Learning, Learning Intentions,
Success Criteria, how Active Learning is
checked, the opportunities to give feedback
and value of feedback in the classroom.
During December and January teachers
implemented their own consolidation and
feedback routines in their classes and reported back to the Forbairt team at lunchtime meetings. From these meetings, two
possible templates for tracking and consolidating learning were developed. These
were issued to all staff at workshops at the
JCT day on 4th February. There were three
presentations:
1. The first workshop with staff involved
staff reflecting on their own use of feedback in the classroom and identifying their
effectiveness.
2. Teachers were shown examples of highly effective practice in the areas of Active
Learning, group work, graphic organisers,
questioning and feedback that were recorded in real classroom situations.
3. The Forbairt team developed two draft

night. As 8 o’clock approached the audience were entertained by an epic dance
performance which served as an appetizer for more live music and dance throughout the night. The beautiful clothes and
hats were donated from shops here in
Tralee, Castleisland and Listowel. With
everything from James Bond like suits
to designer hats and trendy everyday
clothes our show was a great success. On

templates for assessing what learning
takes place in the active learning classroom. These templates were presented to
the staff and the varying merits and difficulties of each were discussed.
The working group of teachers used these
templates in class, then reported back and
amendments were made. The final template was chosen, designed and included
in the student diary to be used by classes
in school from September 2020. It is envisaged that students and teachers will use
this template to scaffold their learning in
the classroom. It will provide a quick reminder for both teachers and students as
to what learning was to have taken place,
whether the learning was completed and
if not, where to go to next to improve on
what took place in the classroom.
When the topic of ‘feedback’ was discussed, students said that ‘most teachers
follow up on feedback given’. When it came
to class tests as a form of feedback students preferred to get a grade, a comment
on where they went wrong and some
praise too. They would also like to be spoken to on an individual basis after a test.
The project has made both teachers and
students aware and better understand
how students learn. Students began to
actively seek and expect feedback from
the teachers. The use of the templates in
classroom trials also helped implant and
embed familiarity with the language of
formative assessment.

the night we were honoured to be joined
by the inspirational Kerry Rose Sally Ann
Leahy who judged best dressed lady and
gentleman on the night.
We were delighted to present €1,000
from the proceeds of our Fashion Show to
M.S. Kerry Branch, Baile Mhuire and the
Ronald McDonald Foundation.

We were delighted to present €1,000 from
the proceeds of our Fashion Show to M.S.
Kerry Branch, Baile Mhuire and the Ronald
McDonald Foundation.
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National Finalists in
the Eco-Unesco Young
Environmentalist Awards
Inspired by the actions of Greta Thunberg last year, a group of
students started a project around climate change. There were a
number of things we wanted to address. Firstly, the difference, but
connection, between global warming and climate change. Secondly, we wanted to dispel the ‘climate change debate’, as there
is no debate, it is happening! Covid-19 has now proven this to us.
When we stop, ease the pressure on our planet, and cease abuse
of our habitats, then amazing things can happen - the ozone gets
a chance to repair itself, jellyfish can be found and even seen in
the usually filthy canals of Venice, and oil prices drop when demand does! Finally, we wanted to offer teenagers simple changes
they can make to reduce their impact on the environment.
Our project is called ‘Climate Change: Inaction is an Action’. We
wanted to send the message that by doing nothing to reduce our
impacts, we are doing something. We are harming our environment, disturbing natural patterns in our oceans, and worsening
the ever increasing weather events across the globe. We targeted
two aspects of a teenager’s life that they have control over: what
they eat and what they wear. We organised a ‘Meat-free Monday’ in school, as meat production is a huge contributor to global
warming. The canteen got behind our initiative and there was
no meat served in school that day. There were also lots of meatfree packed lunches showcased. We then went on to hold a ‘TY
Swap Shop’ in the balcony of the gym, where students could do ‘a
swap instead of a shop’, as fast fashion is becoming an increasing
problem. The production of garments uses so much water and
energy, and then are seen as so disposable, with many of them
ending up in landfill or worse.

TY Swap Shop

We were successful in making it to the Eco-Den semi-final stage
of the competition, but unfortunately these had to be cancelled
due to Covid-19. Finalists were then to be decided based on their
written submissions alone and we were delighted to be informed
that our project had impressed the judges enough to make the
cut. We would like to thank Ms. Healy for all her help, support and
encouragement as we tried to do our bit to make a difference.
Remember, every little helps, and small changes can make all the
difference. Inaction is an action, and we all need to act now!

DOCENT
FOR A DAY
The TY’s took over the running of Kerry County Museum for a day in September. They
manned the desks, organised tours, greeted
and guided the public for the duration of the
day.
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TY STUDENTS GIVE INTERNET
SAFETY TALK TO 1ST YEARS

YOUNG SOCIAL INNOVATORS :

LAWS FOR PAWS
WIN €500 FOR PROJECT
In Ireland over 35,000 dogs are illegally farmed
each year. In many circumstances, these innocent
dogs are kept in dark, cramped cages, never seeing the light of day. Our nation is considered to be
the ‘the puppy farming capital of the world’. Ireland has a terrible reputation worldwide and we
are leaders in animal abuse. This is what inspired
our Young Social Innovators project this year.
A group of 31 TY pupils decided to dedicate their
year to creating public awareness and education
around this issue. The group, called “Laws for
Paws” planned many actions and events to educate our community about these issues. Community dog walks, educational Dog Workshops and
‘Dog Drive’ have all been very successful.
Laws for Paws qualified for the YSI Den in Cork on
the 30th of January. Students pitched their project, raising awareness about animal abuses in our
community. Seven projects were selected to share
this year’s €10,000 Social Innovation Fund to help
students to tackle social issues, in an effort to create a more equal and sustainable world. The Laws
for Paws group were fortunate to win €500 to put
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towards their efforts in reducing the suffering of animals in this country.
Anybody interested in getting involved in our campaign may contact our Instagram page: @Laws_
ForPaws.
Ms. Emma Nolan.

YOUNG SOCIAL INNOVATORS :
SUMMER BULLETIN 2020

‘Debate the Vape’
Every year Transition Year students
take part in the Young Social Innovators Programme. This is a programme which aims to encourage
young people to bring about a social
change in their area or tackle a social
issue that they believe is negatively
affecting teenagers. This year our YSI
class, alongside our teacher Miss K
O’Carroll, decided to tackle the social
issue of vaping.
'Debate the Vape' is concerned with
the social epidemic of Vaping. Vaping has become a social concern on a
National level due to the fact that so
many minors are purchasing and using Vape pens. Vapes were originally
manufactured for adults who wished
to quit smoking and to gradually
wean themselves off Nicotine. However, Global Vaping companies began to manufacture vapes juices and
pods in extremely enticing flavours,
such as bubble-gum, strawberry etc.

As a result, more and more young
people have begun buying and becoming addicted to nicotine. We are
very passionate about this project as
currently the long-term health effects
of vaping are unknown. We need to
tackle this issue now before our generation and generations to come are
diagnosed with incurable and unpredictable medical conditions. We
know one thing for sure already, vaping is not harmless as many teens
are led to believe and this is why they
need to be educated.
The main aim of our project is to
raise awareness on vaping in our
school and local area. We held assemblies for each year group and
during these assemblies we led
discussions on what vaping is, the
health effects, the laws and the negative impact vaping is having on the
school and local community. We
also decided as part of this project
we would do some fundraising. So,
throughout the course of the school

Aftershock - Winners of Battle of the Bands 2020

year we held three events in which
all proceeds made went to the Irish
Cancer Society. We organised a TY
Futsal Tournament (winners were
class 4.4), a Bake Sale and finally
the first ever Mounthawk Battle of
the Bands. All events were extremely successful, especially the Battle
of the Bands which we are hoping
will now become an annual event.
The winners of this year’s Battle of
the Bands were ‘Aftershock’ made
up of Conor Breen, Daragh Breen,
Katelyn Leen, Coren Hughes, Ronan
Clancy and Darragh Hennessey. In
total we raised €2,900 for the Irish
Cancer Society. These events would
not have been successful if it was not
for the help of Senior Management,
the Parents’ Council and Mr Redican
(TY co-ordinator), so we would like to
thank them for all of their help and
enthusiasm. We were very proud
that our project was shortlisted for
the Young Social Innovators Awards
2020.

Brian McElligott, Ciara Samy and Jack McElligott
27

SUMMER BULLETIN 2020

TRANSITION YEAR

T.Y. ACTIVE LEISURE
TRAIN STUDENTS ON CPR

This year five of the Active Leisure group, Clodagh
Murray, Kellie Meehan, Laura O'Halloran, Daniel
Bowler and Chris Cheklall taught hundreds of students basic CPR and what to do if they ever have to
perform it.

We used CPR practice dolls and practice AEDs so if
one is faced with having to perform CPR they would
be well equipped. We urged people to be informed
about where their nearest AED is located in relation
to their house and the locations where they are found
around the school. We also asked students to find out

their eircodes, as that can help the paramedics and
ambulance team find you faster. We emphasised
how important it is to put it in a visible place at home
and to do the same for older relatives. We spent all
year teaching the year groups and really enjoyed
teaching people to potentially save a life.
Clodagh Murray, 4th Year

National Youth Leadership Success
Isobel wins trip to Belfast, Dublin and Strasbourg
Isobel Keane, fifth year student, distinguished herself as a winner of the 2019 Rotary Ireland Youth Leadership Development competition. The competition consisted of three stages of interviews, where Isobel spoke about her extra-curricular
activities, why she should be chosen, and answered various questions on current
affairs. She was successful in each interview, impressing the judges with her views
on Brexit, the expansion of the EU, free speech and climate change. Twenty-four
students from across the island of Ireland were chosen to take part in this all-expenses paid trip.
The prize was a trip of a lifetime, to Belfast, Dublin and Strasbourg in February.
She visited the Titanic museum and Stormont in Belfast. In Dublin the group were
given tours of Dublin Castle, the Dail and European Commission’s Head Office.
After exploring the city of Strasbourg with its chocolate shops and markets, the
students returned to the purpose of their trip and participated in committee meetings and debates at the E.U. Parliament. Isobel was given the topic of ‘Youth Unemployment’ to debate and was elected spokesperson, delivering opinions and
taking questions from the floor in the main chamber of the parliament for 20
minutes.
Isobel offers the following advice as to why students should try their hand at this
competition and what the judges are looking for:
1: Even if you don’t get past the first stage, you will still gain experience, practice
and knowledge about politics and public speaking.
2: A wide knowledge of politics is not needed.
3: Do not be afraid to say what you believe once you can explain it and make the
case for it!
4: Finally, as the competition name suggests, the judges are looking for future
LEADERS. Not necessarily political leaders, but they are looking for leadership
qualities: conviction, opportunism, confidence, social skills, persuasion and the
ability to argue one’s point.
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Isobel thanked Ms Condon for her support and guidance in applying for this competition and winning such a fantastic prize.

Well done to Isobel Keane, 5th year who
has been debating at the Youth Parliament in
Strasbourg as her prize in winning the Rotary
Youth Leadership award recently.

TY Awards

Transition Year Awards Night is a celebration of the year’s achievements and,
despite the year being cut short, a huge
amount had been achieved by the year
group. Indeed, Mr Redican praised the
class of 2020. He described their “diligence and cooperation, their participation and enthusiasm, from organising the
fashion show to charity work, to the various trips, competitions, debates, and the
list goes on, throughout the year”.
The broadcast began with good wishes from Kerry footballers Shane Enright
(who has been involved in Build a Bank
with TY during the year), Kerry footballer
David Clifford and Kerry comedian Bernard Casey.
There was entertainment too. Meadhbe Hanafin, Amy Naughton and Emmet
Christie added musical interludes during
the presentation, streaming their songs
from their own homes.
There was a wide variety of awards, presented by tutors and teachers from their
homes as far afield as south Kerry to the
vales of Tipperary and Wicklow! Teachers went online to pay tribute to the endeavours, dedication and talent of their
students. Ms Aisling O’Connor presented awards to Lara Flynn, Emily O’Brien,
Yvonne Morrissey and Saoirse O’Donovan in recognition of their success in the
Kerry Student Enterprise Competition,
where they produced an online ‘coaching’
app for parents and made the national
final of the competition. Media Studies
Awards went to Conor Bradshaw and Conall Diggin for their documentaries and
animations.

Ms Brosnan Presents Football Awards

Ms Dineen announced the Active Leisure
Award, given to Katie Dwyer who “got
her Certification in Athletics coaching,
completed a G.A.A. refereeing course
and F.A.I. Soccer coaching course.” Ms
Dineen also commended Katie “for her
involvement with Irish Heart Foundation,
mapping out walks around the school for
Sli na Slainte, a project in getting people
active and healthy”.
The Culinary Arts Awards went to
Maryam Zafar, for reaching the final of
‘Savour our Flavours Competition. (The
final was postponed due to COVID 19). TY
students have the option to study Chinese
language and Culture. Diana Fazilova
won an award for her application and excellence in this subject.
Music teacher, Ms O’Carroll started a
Ukulele Club this year, so that students
who have never had the chance to play
an instrument could have a go. The instrument proved very popular and Mikey
Mc Carthy was recognised for his talent,
skill and humour which added greatly to
the practice sessions. European Studies
Awards went to Declan Mangan and Judith Waugh. I.T. Coding Award was presented to Caylin Murray.
STEAM Academy Award, presented to
Dara Newsome, David Hughes and Martin Vladev who developed specs for dementia patients, helping them to remember familiar faces around them.

Maths Award was given to Jack Dakissia. Suim agus cumas na Gaeilge Awards
were presented to Jake Carroll and Judith
Waugh. Philosophy Awards were presented to Judith Waugh, Sinead Frampton,
Louis Tobin Monaghan and Orla Rusk.
The Butterfly Award is presented in memory of our late and dear colleague Martha Brassil, who embraced the scope and
diversity of TY, as well as the diversity of
our students. The TY team felt that Kaylin Murray and John O’Sullivan were two
worthy winners of this award this year.
At the end of the live stream, Principal,
Mr John O’Roarke congratulated the TY
class of 2020. It was his brief also to announce ‘TY Students of the Year’. He said
“Hugh Emerson is a worthy recipient of
this award for his dedicated, committed,
altruistic attitude, his generosity of spirit
and good humour”. Hugh was involved in
many events during the year such as the
Junk Kouture competition, as well as the
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The Mercy Mounthawk Transition Year
Awards Night was unusual to say the
least this year. Traditionally held in the
school’s Centenary Hall, this year, as a
result of the iron determination, super
I.T. skills and cooperation from all the TY
team, it was streamed live from the shed
of TY co-ordinator, Mr Ronan Redican.

Jamie Benner received an Environmentalist Award, having made it to National
finals of Eco UNESCO - Young Environmentalist Awards. (postponed due to
COVID 19) Ms Nolan’s YSI (Young Social
Innovators) group was commended for
their “hard work during the project ‘Laws
for Paws’” with Izabela Gacek and Alison
Lane receiving awards. Ms. O’Carroll’s YSI
group ‘Debate the Vape’ got to the Young
Social Innovators final and were ‘highly
commended’ for their project. Alex Sheridan received the YSI Award for that project.

TY Fashion Show, Similarly, Judith Waugh
was presented with the ‘Student of the
Year’ Award. Mr O’Roarke praised Judith
for “her kindness, her quiet confidence,
her deeply held beliefs and her leadership
skills”. He said “Judith is multitalented (involved in debating, acting and music). She
is a born activist, with a passion for the environment. She tackles every project with
diligence and dedication”.
The Principal also thanked the TY class tutors for the guidance and the support given to their students during the year, helping them to achieve the goals they had set
for themselves at the start of the year. Mr
O’Roarke also thanked Mr Redican for his
hard work in delivering another fantastic TY year, even during lock down! “It is
important that the Class of 2020 should
be acknowledged and rewarded for their
endeavours during the year, as other TY
classes have had in the past”. The presentation was excellently executed and hopefully our Leaving Cert Farewell, scheduled
for this week will also go as smoothly!

Academic Research Awards went to Jake
Carroll and Jack Dakissia. The Hooper

Ms Farrell presents TY Awards

Ms O’Carroll presents TY Awards
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European Parliament Ambassador
Schools Programme 2019/2020
Since Mercy Mounthawk School became an Ambassador School for the European Parliament in May 2017,
we have achieved a lot. This year’s TY European Studies Class began the year with some lively debates. A
decision was made early in the year to divide the class
into four committees with the aim of inviting 2nd year
students to attend weekly meetings in their chosen
committees. The committees that the class decided on
were Mental Health, Environment, Education and Human Rights.
Throughout the year, the class worked on various projects or competitions. A group of students took on the
task of creating a 1 minute video for the Euroscola Competition, won by last year's class. The video was based
on plastic pollution and what we are doing as a school
to combat this problem. There were also other competitions like the Sean Kelly Essay Competition and it was
through this that TY student Jack McElligott won the
fabulous opportunity to visit the Parliament in Brussels.
The class also went to the RTE studios, to watch the
Claire Byrne Show, live and in studio, in November.
March was an exceedingly busy time for the European Studies class as the Model Council Debate and EYP
Munster Session loomed overhead. On the 5th March,
half of our class rose at dawn to make the trek up to
Dublin Castle for the Debate of the Model Council of the
European Union. The team consisted of Judith Waugh,
Jake Carroll and Louis Tobin-Monaghan. With the help
of ten trusty supporters, the team valiantly represented
Lithuania in an intense day-long debate on the terms
of the European Green Deal. We felt so privileged to be
given the opportunity to meet so many other schools
and to meet the Lithuanian Ambassador.

That very weekend, a group of our students attended
the Munster Session of the European Youth Parliament
in Cork. These fantastic days consisted of team-building, committee work, and general assembly in the marvellous City Hall. After about twelve hours of vigorous
debate and speeches (plus on the bus ride home!), three
of our students were selected to compete at the National Session. Congratulations to Conall Diggin, class
secretary Declan Mangan and Judith Waugh who all
made it through to the National Session of the Parliament which will be held in Dublin in the future.
There was also great success from Junior School Ambassadors in 6th year Stephanie Keane travelled to
Hamburg in Germany last September to represent Ireland. Sean Hennessey was invited to Warsaw to represent Ireland at a date to be decided. He also officiated at this year’s Munster regional Session alongside
John McCrohan. Daniel Sheehy represented Ireland in
Covilha, Portugal in October. In April, Daniel also attended the first Digital Session of the European Youth
Parliament. Daniel represented Ireland along with participants from 31 other countries. These students are
hugely inspirational to our European Studies class and
are an example of the wonderful opportunities that can
arise from this TY option.
Judith Waugh and Cailyn Murray. 4th Year

Model Council 2020 Ms Carey with Jake Carroll, Judith Waugh and
Louis Tobin-Monaghan..jpg
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Transition
Year
It certainly has been a strange school year!
When I reflect back on what could have
been. No Gaisce walks, no finals for the
various competitions we entered, no trips
to Dublin, no Climbing Croagh Patrick,
no TY Show, no Awards ceremony in the
Centenary Hall, no Maharees, it is easy to
get down about the year…. But to dwell on
these non –events is to dismiss an almost
complete year. Don’t forget, when school
closed the gates on the 12th of March we
had a huge part of the year put down and
you achieved so much!
As tradition, our year began in Cappanalea, where team building and water chaos
was the order of the day. Our induction,
where the TYs set out their goals, set a
marker for the year. No doubt many of
these goals had been achieved before we
closed.
We moved the Fashion show to an earlier
date, and under the brilliant guidance of
Ms O'Leary and her very capable team,
we had the most successful show to date!
Our students clowned around for the Circus Festival of Ireland, wearing huge clown
heads that they paraded in the opening
parade. The students were imprisoned in
Spike Island and escaped to tell the tale!
For the first time in TY, the students participated with Orienteering Ireland and ably
traversed the beautiful Ballyseedy woods,
finding flags and new friends into the bargain! The beautiful Glenageenty loop was
stunning, as our troop ably conquered it
and the waves of Banna were brilliant for
our able surfers!
Our academic year saw additional support in Maths and our students enjoyed
the wide breath of traditional academic
and innovative subjects on offer to our TY
students!
Our Artistic performance group spearheaded the fantastic Christmas flash mob

Stad de France

and our TY artists, construction students
and performers were an integral part of
the successful Musical ‘Hairspray’, which
played to packed out audiences every
night in Siamsa.
We took 115 students to Paris (and back!)
and we had a brilliant time viewing important historical sites like Versailles and,
ahem, important sociological places like
Disneyland!
Our YSI groups ‘Laws for Paws’ and ‘Debate the Vape’ were gearing up for a very
successful last term, having already engaged in social action and change in animal rights and health reform regarding
vaping. The ‘Debate the Vape’ crew held
a brilliant Battle of the Bands night, a real
highlight and a fantastic showcase for the
huge talent across the years in Mercy Secondary school.
Well done to Caylin Murray on her fantastic achievement in winning 1st place
in the National Press Pass Student Journalism Awards Opinion Category. A
huge congratulations to Lara Flynn,
Yvonne Morrissey, Saoirse O'Donovan
and Emily O'Brien, who won the Kerry
Student Enterprise award for developing
a brilliant training app for sports. These
winners are just a snapshot of the huge
achievement and potential of our TY students. Who knows what they might have
achieved in the shelved competitions that
traditionally concluded the year.
We recognised the brilliance of our TY students by holding the first Virtual Awards
ceremony in Mercy Mounthawk’s history, and their engagement with the online
curriculum, under difficult circumstances
must be recognised too!
So much was achieved and while we
have been robbed of April and May, we
should treasure August to March, where I
hope our TY students grew, matured and
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Versailles

gained so many life skills.
I want to thank the students for their constant engagement during the year and
despite being the largest group we ever
had in Mercy Mounthawk, they were, for
me anyways, the easiest group to work
with. Every time I put out a call for volunteers, they responded with gusto, especially if that meant they had to knock a few
hours off their school day! For every trip
and event we had great numbers and every day I looked forward to hearing what
new, and often crazy ideas they had for
the year group.
I would like to also take this opportunity
to thank the teachers who have always
worked hard on the TY’s behalf, volunteering to chaperone them on their various
jaunts, giving their time to make sure our
students had a good time.
I want to thank the parents and guardians
for trusting us with their son or daughter,
and for giving us the support during the
year to run a great Transition Year.
I want to thank the Board of Management
and the senior school management, especially Ms Quane, Mr Fleming, Mr Kissane
and Mr O Roarke… everytime we come
up with a harebrained idea they have always… well nearly always said go with it
and have supported us all the way.
Finally I would like to thank Ms Farrell, Ms
McElligott, Ms O’Carroll, Ms O'Shea, Ms
Ryan and Mr Culloty for the huge work
they put in all year, guiding and supporting the TY students every day.
Yes it has been a strange year, but also a
great year! I look forward to welcoming
our new class of 2020/2021 and in the
meantime, keep well and safe!
Ronan Redican, TY Coordinator.
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Maths Week 2019
Maths Week, took place across the country from the 12th - 20th
Oct. 2019 It’s aim was to focus on all things maths, where for one
week in the year, pupils have fun engaging in maths activities so
that they can have a more positive attitude to maths.
Numerous events were held in school to promote the subject.
During the week all first year students were given time to design
and complete posters with a maths theme, with prizes for the best
posters. Maths based quizzes, were also organised for senior cycle students again with prizes for the top performing students in
each class.

Maths poster Competition Winners
Jessica Zhang, Caragh Kenny O’Sullivan, Meng Ting Ni, Maeve Trant,
Emily Malakhova, Molly Duggan, Chloe Devine and Rachel Sargent

Maths teacher Ms Stokes organised a maths workshop in the
school’s Centenary Hall with the help of transition year students.
The transition year students demonstrated various activities for
2nd and 3rd year maths students who in turn had great fun at
problem solving conundrums. An “escape room” was set up within the school where students immersed themselves in an atmosphere of adventure to solve puzzles to unlock the codes to escape.
The week was a great success and helped promote awareness,
appreciation and understanding of maths through the huge variety of events and activities organised. Teachers Mr. Delaney and
Mr. Mulligan who are involved with the STEAM Academy Maths
Programmes with first and second years continue to run mathematics enrichment activities throughout the school year.

First Year Maths Quiz Winners
Elizabeth Burke, Ben Sharp, Anuska Saha, Fintan Grimes,
Eddie De Quadros and Kevin O'Donoghue with Mr. Delaney.

Some of the many Maths Puzzles during Maths week

Mounthawk Senior Maths
1st in Kerry
The Irish Maths Teachers Association (IMTA) quiz saw teams from 10
schools across Kerry competing, with 3 teams representing our school
on the night. Mercy Mounthawk were crowned champions on the night
and selected to represent the county in the national round which was to
be held in Trinity College Dublin. Unfortunately due to the outbreak of
the Covid-19 virus, the national round had to be cancelled. Congratulations to all involved on a great achievement.
 			
Our Senior Maths team had a great win as they came 1st in the Kerry
IMTA Schools’ Quiz. Well done to Charlotte O’Halloran, Sean Hennessy,
Timothy Grimes, Mairead Kearney and their teacher Mr Lyne, who
who mentored and coached the teams.
Winning Senior Maths Team
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First Year Science Quiz Winners 2019/20
36 teams took part in this year’s first year quiz in the Centenary Hall.
There was a tremendously high standard this year, with € 216 raised at the event which will be donated to a local charity.

2nd place First Year Science Quiz Dora Daly
Alice Fitzgibbon Grace Walsh

3rd place- Charlie Nolan, Rex Muryoco and
Diarmuid Waugh
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1st place - Billy Doyle, Sean Corkery and
Donnacha Buttimer

Mounthawk are nuts
and bolts about Robots!
Mounthawk students were getting in gear for the Vex Robot Competition which
was held in IT Tralee in March. The Team, made up of 3 Transition year pupils,
Peter Fitzgerald, Josh Cunningham and Erica Moriarty were excited to get this
project over the line. Coding and Technology Teacher William Nolan explains:
“The students worked hard to research, design and implement their design. The
fun part is nearly there, where they will get to compete and put all their hard
work to the test”.
The project itself is a combination of subjects studied by the trio, bringing in skills
from Engineering, Coding, and English and challenging them with problem solving and research tasks. The students have been working with Mr. Nolan as part
of the STEAM academy in Mounthawk.

Peter Fitzgerald, Erica Moriarty and Josh Cunningham
working on their robot for the VEX EDR robotics event

The Dream STEAM
are taking over at
Mercy Mounthawk
Students in Mercy Mounthawk are embracing the STEAM educational approach to learning, the uses Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics have in everyday problem
solving, student inquiry, dialogue, and critical thinking. Launching the STEAM academy on Friday 17th January was Séan Kelly
MEP who was discussing the importance of STEM and STEAM
in education.

Sean Kelly launches Steam Academy in Mounthawk

“These are real skills which students will take forward to use in
real life situations. Working in teams, in agile work environments
is about working as a team and solving problems. These kids are
working on these through various projects and competitions”
says teacher, Will Nolan.
Mercy Secondary School Mounthawk has taken this approach to
give pupils life skills which encourages students to take thoughtful
risks, engage in experiential learning, persist in problem-solving,
embrace collaboration, and work through the creative process.
These are the innovators, educators, leaders, and learners of the
21st century!
“STEAM education sign posts students to national Science and
Technology Projects and allows our students to be challenged by
real world problems.” says Deputy Principal, Pat Fleming.
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SciFest 2019 – Mounthawk
wins National Excellence
in STEM Award
Patrick Nolan, Sean Fitzgibbon, Nicola Moriarty, Natalia Talaga
and Mimi King-Chaninomi travelled to the 2019 SciFest National
Final held in the Marino Conference Centre in Dublin. They were
accepted into the National Final after receiving the Specsavers
“Make a Difference” and the “Project Runner Up Award” in the
SciFest Regional Finals. The students had the opportunity to
develop their project and display it to a team of judges and the
public. They also discovered projects proposed by other students
around the country and discussed their findings and advancements with them. The students were presented with Excellence
in STEM awards at this competition.

Abbot Runner Up best project award Sci Fest Temisan King
Natalia Talaga

Patrick, Sean and Nicola developed a bicycle safety system
which, using TensorFlow, detects vehicles approaching from behind and alerts the cyclist by displaying different messages on
a monitor placed on the handlebars depending on the displacement of the vehicle or object. Meanwhile, Temisan King-Chaninomi developed a project investigating the alternatives to plastic
such as graphene.
“Our Scifest experience was definitely one of the highlights of our
school year! We had the opportunity to develop our idea into a
tangible project, which was very challenging but really rewarding. This allowed each of us to excel in our own areas of expertise and also to learn from each other. During this experience we
each learned the importance of teamwork, communication and
time management. The judging process helped us to become
comfortable with public speaking and gave us great confidence.
Overall, we would highly recommend students to participate in
the Scifest Competition as it is a fun, worthwhile and beneficial
experience. We encourage other students to join the STEAM
Academy in school.”
Nicola Moriarty

ISTA Senior Science Quiz
Three teams represented Mercy Mounthawk in the ISTA
Senior Science Quiz. Our first team consisted of Diana
Meriakri, Felix Walker and Sean Hennessy, took the lead
from the beginning and held it to the end. They also represented Kerry in the All-Ireland finals in Trinity College,
Dublin on the 23rd of November.

Nicola Moriarty, Patrick Nolan and Sean Fitzgibbon

Congratulations to Nicola Moriarty, Patrick Nolan,Sean Fitzgibbon, Natalia Talaga & Temisan King who were presented
with their Excellence in STEM Awards at the National Finals
of Sci-Fest in Dublin. Their projects involved the design and
implementation of safety sensors for bicycles and explore
the use of graphene as an alternative to plastic.

Mounthawk students in top 2% in country

Nour Khidr, Michael Moynihan, Kate O’Keeffe and Simi
Ogungbesan also did very well on the night. These teams
showed tremendous dedication and hard work in the lead
up to this quiz.
Diana, Sean and Felix ended up in the top 2% in the country in Trinity missing out in the title by just three questions.

Jessica Murphy, Timothy Grimes and John McCrohan
formed another team who beat The Sem Killarney in a
tie-breaker round to get third place. Finally, our team of

Felix Walker Diana Meriakri Sean Hennessy
All-Ireland Final ISTA Science Quiz
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Nour Khidr Michael Moynihan
and Kate O’Keeffe

John McCrohan Timothy Grimes
and Jessica Murphy

Our Parents’ Council at Mercy Mounthawk is always on the
lookout for ways in which we can represent the interests of all
our parents and to play our part in enhancing the development
of our school community. Did you know that thirty-nine different
communities are represented in our student population at Mounthawk? Inspired by the integration work of former staff-member,

tering into the spirit of our project with such open hearts. I can
honestly say that of all the many projects I have worked on in the
school, this one has had the most humbling and lasting impression upon me.

Martha Brassil (RIP), we decided to devise an event to celebrate
the cultural diversity of our school population. Our goal was to encourage parents from both the Irish and many migrant communities at Mounthawk to come together through a shared interest
in food. We quickly submitted an application to the Department
of Justice & Equality’s Communities Integration Fund and were
thrilled to hear that our application for funding was successful.

March/April had to be cancelled due to the COVID restrictions.
However, we are looking forward to the day when we can pick
up the threads of our project, host our remaining cultural nights,
and when we can progress to part 2 of our project - supporting our
Transition Year student team to organise a school-wide Celebration of Culture in Autumn 2020. Until then, enjoy your summer
and stay safe.

Everyone loves food, don’t they? …. and ‘variety is the spice of
life’! So, we invited parents from different cultures to host a series of cultural cookery evenings in the school’s Home Economics
Room, celebrating the unique food, cultures and customs of each
community. Our hosts agreed to cook a variety of local dishes
and to explain the ingredients and flavours which are typical of
their culture and their country. Our Parents’ Council members
worked closely with the hosts and their families, with the support
of Deputy Principal, Shane Kissane and Ms Bernie O Shea in the
school. We encouraged our host’s children, who are students of
our school, to also be involved. In this way, we hoped to provide
an opportunity for our migrant families to engage with the school
on a non-academic and social footing and to meet with other parents of all cultures. We finished each of our evenings by hosting
tea/coffee and an opportunity for all those present, to mingle and
to get to know each other.
Our first three events – A Polish Christmas, Pakistani Cuisine and
Eid Festival and Syrian Culture & Cuisine – were particularly well
received and the feedback from both host families and participants was extremely positive.
“It was so interesting and enjoyable and such a great sense of
community created from these nights” – (Parent participant)
and from one of our hosts…
“many thanks for making us a part of Irish Society”
and from another host family…
“We were delighted to be given the opportunity to tell all about
our country and our traditional food. Our dad made a big flag and
we felt so proud when it hung from the large table displaying all
the food …. We enjoyed meeting new people and felt so welcome”.
We are ever so grateful to all our hosts and their families for en-
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PARENTS’ COUNCIL ADDS A
LITTLE INTERCULTURAL SPICE!

Disappointingly, our planned Nigerian and French evenings in

Kathleen Holmes
May 2020

A Polish Christmas
Cookery Demonstration and
Tasting

Experience the traditions,
tastes and flavours of a Polish Christmas.
This free event is open to all the Parents/Guardians of
students in the school and has been organised by
Mercy Mounthawk Parents’ Council.

VENUE: Home Economics Room at Mercy
Mounthawk Secondary School
DATE: Thursday 5th December 2019
TIME: 7:30pm – 9pm
Places are limited, so to get your free ticket email
mmparentscouncil@gmail.com
or contact Bernie O’Shea at Mercy Mounthawk.
This project is funded by The Department of Justice and Equality.

Polish Christmas
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Indoor Multi-Events
3 Qualify for All Ireland with Cillian
Griffin winning 1st in Munster
and 1st in Ireland
This year’s Munster Schools Multi-Events took place
in Nenagh’s Olympic Arena on Tuesday 22nd October. The multi events include all groups of athletic
events – sprinting, long distance running, jumping
and throwing, and therefore, are the most suited to
all-round athletes. The athletes involved participate
in the 60m Hurdles, 200m sprint, 800m, long jump,
high jump and shot putt, earning points for their performance in each event, which adds to a total points
score.
The team of ten students that represented Mounthawk on the day, deserve great recognition for their
determination and skill. Six of these students were
placed in the top six of their age categories in Munster across all events, with three students Cillian Griffin, Aaron Malik and Rebecca Falvey qualifying for
the All-Ireland Multi Event Competition. Cillian Griffin
went on to win the Nationals event with a score of 3197
points. Cillian won three of his five events; Long Jump
(6.31m), Shot Putt (11.17m) and 200m Sprint (22.53sec),
and came second in his remaining two events; Hurdles (9.10sec) and 800m (2.21.17)

Intermediate Boys
Team

Intermediate Girls
Team

Senior Girls Team

Junior Girls Team

Oisin Spillane

Senior Boys Team

Junior Boys Team

Mounthawk Multi Events Team:
Minor Girls: Rachel O Mahony (13th) Rachel Mulgrew (19th)
Rachel Sargent (25th)
Minor Boys: Elvis Ankomah (8th) Cian Caplis (15th)
Junior Girls: Jada Clarke (6th)
Junior Boys: Femi Williams (11th)
Intermediate Girls: Rebecca Falvey (4th)
Senior Boys: Cillian Griffin (1st in Munster and 1st in Ireland)
Aaron Malik (3rd)
Multi-Events Team

Minor Boys Team
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Minor Girls Team

Cillian Griffin Nationals

Rebecca Falvey

All Ireland
Camogie Winners
SUMMER BULLETIN 2020

Winners of
Morkham
Shield
Best Girls School
for third year in a row
Mercy Mounthawk’s Cross
Country team had great success this academic year. Almost five hundred athletes
from Kerry and West Limerick
took part in this year’s Kerry
Schools Cross Country Championship. Mounthawk ladies,
in particular showed great determination and capability on
the day, placing first in all age
categories and winning the
Morkham Shield for Best Girls
School in Kerry for the third
consecutive year.

Second and third year students Róisin Quinn, Ruth O’Connor, Amy O’
Loughlin, Niamh Quinn, Ciara O’Sullivan and Grainne Leahy who played on
the Kerry U14 All Ireland winning camogie team. They defeated Armagh in the
final by 3-3 to 0-4 to claim the Michael Kennedy Cup on September 8th 2019.

Ex Mercy girls
win All Ireland
Camogie Final
Mercy Girls Michelle Costello, Elaine
Ryall and Aoife Fitzgerald with our
own Ms Olivia Dineen who were on
the All Ireland winning Camogie team
this year.

Rachel Mulgrew

Badmington News

are constantly mixing teams to challenge
their skills while meeting new people.

Originally called “Battledore” until the nineteenth century, this sport is reportedly the
second most popular participation sport in
the world. Its popularity is also evident in
Mercy Mounthawk with an array of students from first year to fifth years who are
members of the club. The appeal of the
sport is its accessibility, it is easy to learn,
fun, sociable and a great way to meet new
friends. Badminton training takes place every Tuesday lunch time from 1.30- 2.10. Students are taught the rules and how to play.
The students play singles and doubles and

Mercy Mounthawk were able to enter three
teams into the Kerry Schools Competition
that took place in Killarney Leisure Centre in January 2020. Schools from all over
Kerry took part in the tournament. Unfortunately the U19 boys’ and U16 girls’ team
were not successful however the U16 boys’
team placed third in the competition. They
faced challenging matches during the tournament. Well done to all those who took
part and hope to see you again in the next
academic year. New members are always
welcome.

Badmington players who represented Mercy
Mounthawk in Kerry Schools Competition

U16 Boys Badmington team who came 3rd
in the Kerry Schools Competition

Cara Gannon
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Junior Girls Basketball
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Going from strength to strength
U14 qualified for All Ireland semi-finals
and 3 teams in SW Finals

This year we had the largest number of girls playing school basketball. We had one first year team and two second year teams. Our
first and second year girls basketball teams had a fantastic start to
their season but it was unfortunately cut short. However the girls
are working behind the scenes and are going to come back ready
for next year's action.

U14 girls, after their fantastic win in Cork, and who qualified for the
All Ireland semi-finals which was to be played against Malahide.

Their first trip out this year was the U14 and U15 Cup Competitions.
The U15 cup saw us set off at 6.30 am to Portlaoise for an all-day
tournament. They were defeated by a point to Portlaoise in extra time. Our U14 girls travelled to Cork the same week and won
all their games well and qualified for the All Ireland semi-final vs
Malahide. That was due to be played in Tallaght in March but has
been cancelled for this year's season due to COVID 19.
We also had great success in both our first and second year leagues
where all three teams were due to play in the Southwest Finals. We
had many bus journeys around the county and country with lots
of singing, baking, tik-tocking and building of great friendships. We
are looking forward to next year's season. We would like to give
a massive thank you to John O’Shea at O’Sheas Travel, Slattery’s
Travel and the Parents’ Council for sponsoring our new gear this
year.

Senior Girls Basketball Team

U 19 Boys All Ireland Winners
Mercy Mounthawk awarded
‘Boys ‘A’ School of the Year’ - for
the first time in our history.
The under 19 boys won the All Ireland A
Schools Cup at the National Basketball
Arena on Tuesday 21st January. They defeated St. Pat’s Castleisland, final score 81
to 64 in a thrilling match which saw Mounthawk take the lead from the first quarter.
The team had great support with 7 bus
loads of students travelling to Dublin.
Amongst them was a specially selected
group of sixth years who were more than
willing to get the crowd going. Daire Kennelly and Leeroy Odiahi ensured Mounthawk secured as many rebounds as they
could while Steven Bowler and James Fernane consistently made shots on the perimeter to make sure St Pat’s could not just
focus on one area of play. The team established a growing lead in the second half,
and that continued to keep St Pat’s at bay
despite showing many signs of resilience.
Steven Bowler dominated the game finishing with an impressive 24 points earning him the well-deserved title of ‘Most
Valuable Player’. The crowd were also impressed by the performance of Sean and
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Tim Pullmann-Daamen, who amazed the
crowd with their impressive 3 pointer capabilities. After enduring 40mins of tough
and physical basketball, Mounthawk was
victorious and crowned All Ireland U19 ‘A’
Schools Basketball Champions for the first
time in the school’s history.

They reached the Semi- Finals of the Cup
and reached the Quarter Finals of the
League before lockdown.
Under 16s finished on top 4 of Ireland
League and Cup and were crowned southwest Champions for a 3rd year in a row.
The first team to ever do so in the school

We join the team in thanking the tremendous coaching staff - Mr Dowling, Jimmy
Diggins and Miss Moriarty who stuck with
these boys for 6 years and made countless
sacrifices of their personal time to ensure
they became better players both inside
and outside the basketball court.

Mercy Mounthawk
U19 Basketball Panel 2019/20
Tim Pullmann-Daamen, Sean Pullmann-Daamen, David Burke, Daniel
Bowler, Zygimantas Kaletka, Cian Devine,
Oliver Hart, David Goreanskii, Steven
Bowler (Co-Captain), James Fernane,
Daire Kennelly (Co-Captain), Leeroy Odiahi, Sean Collins
The U16 boys won the Southwest region
championship. They defeated St Brendan’s Killarney in the final.

1st year boys who defeated St Pats in the
@Southwestbball1 league

Basketball All Ireland Winners

As yet another school year comes to an end, we begin to look
back at all we have accomplished over the past few months.
It must be said that school life would not be the same without
sport. Sport is full of highs and lows; victories and defeats, euphoria and heartbreak.
This year our Mounthawk Senior Ladies football team had
a great year but it unfortunately ended in bitter disappointment. In our first game of the Kerry round we were away to
Milltown. With a promising team performance, we had a convincing 5:17 to 4 points win. In round two we were home to
Pobal Scoil Corca Dhuibhne and put in another good performance. With the team working hard in the first half we held
out, under pressure, until half time. We upped the pace in the
second half and really pulled away from them with a 9-point
win. The game finished 4:10 to 13 points putting us into the
Munster Cup quarter final.
In the quarter final we came up against St. Mary’s Secondary School of Macroom. With a strong team performance, we
came out with a victory of 4:10 to 3 points. We then went on to
play Ursuline’s, Thurles in the semi-final. In the opening half
of the game we dominated and had many scoring opportunities. Unfortunately, things were not happening for us in front
of the posts and we missed a good few scores. In saying this
we still remained on top with a one-point lead heading into
the half time break. We knew it had been a very wasteful half
and we would have to work much harder in order to keep the
lead. In the second half we were under pressure as Thurles
went ahead by a few points. With only three minutes left in
the game we were down by two points. Our managers, Ms
Ní Mhuircheartaigh and Ms Brosnan continued to motivate
and guide us as we dug deep to try and get the win. We then
got two last minute goals and dramatically won the game
by three points, the final score being 4:8 to 3:8. We were now
through to the Munster Cup Final.

The Junior ladies footballers had a very busy season. We had a large squad with players from first
year right up to TYs, with everybody getting plenty
of playing time. The team was managed by Ms Ni
Mhuircheartaigh, Ms Brosnan and Mr Lyne. The
campaign started off with an away game in Lios
Poil against Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne After a
tough start Mounthawk won out the game 7:11
to 4:5. After that we played Milltown away, the
team performed very well together and we won
on a score line of 3:13 to 0:7. The final game was
played against Kenmare halfway in Killarney.
This was a tough game that we knew we needed to win to get through from the group stages.
After a tough battle, we came away as winners
and booked a quarter final place against Sacred
Heart, Clonakilty. This was played in Clonakilty
and was definitely the hardest game we played.
After leading for most of the game, we were very
unlucky in the final quarter and unfortunately lost
out by a point. Although disappointed at the time,
looking back we had a very enjoyable time and
played well as a team.
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Mercy Mounthawk Senior
Ladies Football 2019/2020

Junior Ladies
Football

Lidl sponsors sport in Mounthawk

We played Kinsale Community College. It was a fierce battle
from the throw in. Both teams fought for every ball with all
they had. It was score after score for the whole game. In the
closing minutes we got a goal to go a point up. In the last few
seconds we were very unlucky and they scored a goal right
before the whistle. We will go again next year and hopefully
come out winners.
Finally, we would like to thank the sixth years Simi Ogungbesan, Rachel Ryan and Ciara McCarthy for their commitment
and dedication to Mounthawk Ladies Football over the years.
We wish you all the best in the future. We would also like to
thank Ms Ní Mhuircheartaigh and Ms Brosnan for training us
all year as well as helping us improve our game.
Cora Savage, Liana Williams and Emily O Brien

Senior Ladies Football Team
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First Year Boys Football
First year boys footballers in Mercy Mounthawk had a very busy term from September to December 2019. They have been training twice a week since the beginning of
the term during lunchtimes on Mondays and Fridays and have shown great interest
and commitment.
The emphasis is on skills development and teamwork and the class league which
was completed on Monday 2nd December was a great success. The 4 captains were
Donnchadh Buttimer, Paddy Lane, Tomas Kennedy and Sean Heaslip. The winning
captain, Donnchadh Buttimer received the trophy from Buddy O Grady after a very
competitive final.
The 1st years also benefited from a number of training sessions organised by the
Schools Development Committee and on Thursday, December 5th participated in the
1st year blitz competition at the G.A.A. Centre of Excellence in Currans. Mounthawk
fielded 2 teams and competed against Colaiste na Sceilige and Pobal Scoil Sliabh
Luachra. It was a great event, an excellent opportunity to avail of these fine facilities
and also very good experience for our footballers.
Training continued in the new year and the 1st years played a very competitive game
against St. Brendan's Killarney on February 12th in Mounthawk. Kerry Colleges competition was scheduled for the months of April and May which unfortunately could
not take place due to school closures and Covid 19 .
It has been a pleasure to work with this group of players. Thanks to all involved and
a special thanks to the 4th year boys who have helped with games during the year.

Munster
Futsal
Champions
Our 1st Year Futsal team
were crowned Kerry and
Munster champions in a
very successful year. Futsal is
a South American version of
indoor soccer with emphasis
on skill and technique. Our
team won every game in the
Kerry competition, before
competing in the Munster
campaign. Again, we were
undefeated and top scorers
in the competition and went
on to represent Munster in
the All-Ireland Finals. Huge
credit must go to the players
who showed phenomenal
determination and skill
throughout the competition.

First year coaches: Aidan O' Shea & Frank Fell.

U15 SOCCER

Buddy O’Grady presents Class League
trophy to Donncha Buttimer (Class 1.6)

F.A.I Coaching Course
On Monday 2nd March, Active Leisure organised that 30 TY students would be trained
as PDP1 Soccer Coaches by Darren Ahearne
and Barry McGann from the FAI. Darren and
Barry began by showing the group a PowerPoint on the basics of coaching soccer at
grassroots level. They also explained drills
that they would do later in the day. They
also showed a video on the different styles of
coaching.
On the hard court, they demonstrated two
different coaching styles by taking two different groups of students and performing the
drills they were shown earlier that morning.
They finished off the day by brainstorming
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what were the characteristics of a strong
coach.
Overall the TYs thought that this course was
a great learning experience that they could
use in the future and a thoroughly enjoyable
exercise.

Our hugely talented soccer
team had a great year. 6 of
our players went on to be selected for the Kerry development squads and Alex Hoare
has represented Ireland. We
were narrowly defeated in
the Munster quarter final despite dominating the game.
This very talented squad
bodes well for the future of
soccer in Mounthawk.
Mr. Lally and Mr. Sugrue

Katie Hussey, T.Y.

TY Active Leisure students were trained as
PDP1 soccer coaches by Darren Ahearne and
Barry McGann from the FAI.

Senior Boys Football Team

Spikeball
All Ireland
Winners 2020
This year we won the First Year Girls Spikeball All Ireland Final. We started off playing
in Kilkenny on the 11th of November 2019 for
the regional rounds. We won all our games
and progressed to Killarney to try qualify for
the All-Ireland. We won our first 2 games.
In the third game with 10 seconds left, we
were down by a point and we scored from
a serve and drew the game, so we were into
the final. We won the final so we qualified
for the All Irelands.

Grace Reidy has been selected to Swim Ireland’s F4-F24 Squad – a National Swim Ireland programme preparing a female relay team for 4 x
200m Freestyle Relay in 2024 Olympics in Paris. Evelyn Fox, Kim McTigue, Grace Reidy, Rory Boyd & Joe Reidy have been Chosen for Munster Squads in autumn 2019. Our 15-16 Year Girls Relay team of Evelyn
Fox, Ava Gannon, Sara Lucid, Alex Perez and Grace Reidy captured the
Munster title for both the Freestyle & Medley Relays. Our 12-14 Girls Relay team of Labhraidh Costello, Anu Hayes, Jessica McGibney, Kim McTigue, Aoife O’Brien & Zala O’Connor won Silver in the Freestyle Relay.
Sara Lucid qualified to represent Munster in the Schools Inter-Provincials
in Castlebar in April. Sincere thanks to Marie Fitzgibbons of Swim Headz
for her generous sponsorship of Swim Hats and T-Shirts for all the Mounthawk swimmers.

Grace Reidy chosen to prepare
for the 2024 Olympics swimming squad

Mounthawk Swim Team organised by Ms Clarke
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Swimming Success
for Mounthawk

On the 23rd of January 2020 we went to
NUIG in Galway for the All Ireland game.
In the first game we played Portlaoise and
won 19-8. In our second game we played
ASM and also won that 19-10. We then
went on and won our next 3 games to top
our group. We played Pres. Killarney and
won to get into the Quarter Final. We then
played Swords in the Quarter Final and also
beat them. In the Semi-Final we played our
rivals, Pres Killarney and we beat them, 1715 in a tough game and progressed to the
All-Ireland Final! In the final we played Scoil
Chriost Ri of Portlaoise and after a tough
game we won the All Ireland title.
Mounthawk have been trying to win the
All Ireland for 6 years in a row and we were
the first Mounthawk Team to ever do it.
We started training in September with Ms.
Brosnan and Ms. Dineen and all our hard
work paid off. Many thanks to them for
their time and commitment to the team.
Team Members: Aoibhin O Connor Mac
Carthy (Captain)
Lily Collins, Rachel O Mahoney, Millie
O’Brien,
Shannon Martin, Aoife O Brien, Sophie
Hassett,
Jessica McGibney and Kelly Fitzgerald
Lily Collins 1.4

Senior Hurling Team

First Year All Ireland Spikeball Winners
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Excellence in State Exams
Leaving Certs 2019

Orla O’Reilly
– 578 points
Studying P.E. and Maths in UL
and Quercus Scholarship

Michael O’Gara
- 601 points
Studying Maths in U.C.C.

Thomas Graney
– 577 points
Studying Computer Science in UL

Laura Harty
– 625 points
Studying Dentistry in U.C.C.

Tiernan Brosnan
– 589 points
Studying Maths in UL

Scholarship
Award Winners 2019

Maria Dwyer
Entrance Scholarship
Trinity College

Adam Rajman
Cothrom na Feinne
Scholarship UCD

TRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT
ONE WAY SYSTEM
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Darragh Barry Walsh
– 577 points
Studying Finance in U.C.C.

Dorcas Oyewande
- 577 points
Studying Medicine in
U.C.C.

Junior Cert
Achievement
Jack Dakissia
Sean Pollmann-Daamen
Adedolapo Idowu
Ellen Cooke

7 A grades
8 A grades
9 A grades
8 A grades

Nicholas Scollard
Quercus Scholarship
History and Maths UCC

We want to remind all parents that there is a one way system
(except for Buses) through the school grounds
ENTRY at Caherslee Main gate and EXIT at BrackerO’Regan road.
Please follow this ONE WAY SYSTEM

Another academic year is nearly over and what a
strange one it has been sometimes strange can be
good though.
As a Parents’ Council, our year started pretty much
the same as always. We had our AGM in September and then I had the joy of becoming the chairperson. I had the support of our treasurer (Caroline
O Carroll) and PRO (Elaine Clancy). We still had/
have no secretary and Cliona Caplis kindly offered
to be the minute taker at the meetings. For this
reason some things have been a little quieter this
year. There is a fantastic team in the background
and what did happen throughout the year could
not have happened without them.
October saw the 4th annual Careers Night for senior cycle students. A huge effort goes into coordinating this from both school staff and Parents’
Council members. It was felt that the number of
students in attendance was down this year and so,
it may become an event every second year instead.
The Intercultural Cooking nights were a fantastic
success this year. We had cuisine from Poland, Pakistan and Syria. We had a look into the culture and
customs of these countries and the hardships that
some families have had to endure on their journey
to becoming members of the Mercy Mounthawk
family. Unfortunately, the Nigerian and French
night which were planned in the Spring had to be
cancelled due to the Covid 19 situation.  

the students, parents and the school in some way
to help benefit the school community.
The Parents’ Council is there to support parents.
Some kids will love school and some will dislike it
but there is always a parent that has been on the
same journey as you who can offer support. Our
meetings are usually held on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month starting with a cuppa and a chat at
7.30pm and you are most welcome to come along
and get a feel for what is going on in the school. It's
a great chance to get to know many parents and
great friendships have been forged there over the
years. In the meantime, if you have any questions
to ask, please feel free to email mmparentscouncil@mercymounthawk.ie and I can point you in
the right direction if unable to answer myself.
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PARENTS’ COUNCIL
REPORT 2020

On a final note, may I wish the 6th year students
every success as they move on from Mounthawk.
Do the best that you can do in the circumstances.
Life can be peculiar, sometimes the route is direct
and sometimes there are detours along the way.
Often the detours teach us things that we could not
have learnt otherwise. Embrace whatever happens as your adventure begins, and always value
yourself and others.
Rachel Fitzgerald

Another highlight of the year was the privilege of
being involved with the TY Battle of the Bands. The
talent was amazing and it is so refreshing to see
that school life is about more than academics and
gives students a chance to shine in other ways.
We had been very much looking forward to our annual fundraising table quiz but alas that event also
fell victim to Covid 19. Next year we will be looking at some new ideas to keep the funds coming
in. New ideas would be very welcome so get your
thinking caps on! All money raised goes back into
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PROVISIONAL OUTLINE CALENDAR 2020/2021
Design - creativepractice.ie

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, we are unable to provide a Calendar of events for the school year
at present. Therefore, parents and students will be informed of dates for return to school on
the School App as soon as we have guidance from the HSE and Department of Education.

PROVISIONAL SCHOOL RE-OPENING DATES

Monday 31st August --- Staff Day
Tuesday 1st September --- 1st year students begin school
Wednesday 2nd September --- 6th years return
HOLIDAYS

October Mid-Term --- Closing Friday 23rd October. Reopens Monday 2nd November
Christmas Holidays --- School closes Tuesday 22nd December. Reopens Wednesday 6th January
Spring Mid-Term --- Closing Friday 12th February. Reopens Monday 22nd February
St. Patrick’s Day --- Closed on 17th March
Easter Holidays --- Closing Friday 26th March. Reopens Monday 12th April
Summer Holidays --- Closing Friday 4th June

Class of 2020
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