


As the summer unfolds and the numbers vaccinated increase,
we are feeling the swell of a belief that life will return to
‘normal’ next year - even if the shadow has not fully lifted yet.
A recent letter from the Department of Education to school
principals indicates that we will return to school in August in
much the same pattern as we have at the moment - so that
will be our working plan until a more detailed national map
issues for schools later in the summer.   

Yet it is important that we begin to imagine the next step.
Should school life simply return to the old and well-worn
pattern? Surely the interruption to our routine of the past
year and a half of COVID has given us time to pause and
consider what is worth retaining of the old routine and, on
the other hand, what might benefit from a change or
reconfiguration.  It also seems timely to review school life as
we mark the Twenty Year Anniversary of the founding of
Mercy Mounthawk in 2001/02.  

A few themes emerge and some are of course national
questions. Is a state examination necessary at the end of third
year? Or would the development of skills and learning be
better served through school certification and formative
feedback to students, rather than through a summative 3rd
year exam?  Certainly, we can see that formative assessment
and feedback is most important to develop skills and we
should certainly develop that aspect of our work. Or again
we might consider the current role of the Leaving Cert plats
as the gateway to 3rd level rather than being a record of the
learning that has occurred at second level.  The fluctuation in
points and the management of college entry has opened our
eyes perhaps to the all-too-tight connection between the
Leaving Cert and 3rd level entry and to the ways in which that
connection has distorted the summative purpose and value
of this examination. The national review of the Leaving
Certificate is timely and will, I hope, herald significant change.  

Of more immediate interest, perhaps, is a school based
review of what we might hold onto or what we might change
within our own space.  

We will hold our commitment to developing school
community and to holistic education for sure.  It was evident
during the year that a sense of connection with the school
community was paramount for students and teachers alike.
We missed being together when we were forced to stay at
home and, even in school, the social distancing was
frustrating.  The experience made us value our togetherness
and we will continue to build that sense of community in our
school.  Events like virtual Year Assemblies, Friday Fest and

Awards Ceremonies were important to sustain us. Thanks to
everyone involved in producing and managing these events.
Likewise I was uplifted by the efforts made by teachers and
students to continue to engage in curriculum enrichments
and competitions even throughout the lockdown. It was
great to see the success of students in so many competitions
and endeavours. They are recorded in this newsletter as a
resounding testament to the resilience and dynamism of the
staff and students in the school.  Our commitment to holistic
education is thriving in spite of the challenges. 

We will also no doubt agree that the place of ICT and on-line
school classroom platforms has come of age. We have
witnessed their value as educational tools for communication
between students and teachers, as repositories and records
of achievement and as platforms for collaborative work
between students. Students and teachers alike have
upskilled. But in providing access to this worthwhile
educational tool, questions have emerged about the use and
availability of mobile phones to provide this access.  It there
too ready an accessibility? Do phones in fact serve as a
distraction? Should we revert to the no-phone policy in
school and rely instead on our Google Chrome books?  These
are immediate questions that we need to address as a whole
school community in the next year.  

Change for the mere sake of change can be misdirected.
Change needs to be guided by the core vision of education
in this school.  To this end we will begin a school wide process
next year to review the Mission Statement of the school.  Our
Mission statement summarised on the school crest: ‘Treoir,
Tuiscint agus Trócaire’ was put in place at the founding of the
school twenty years ago.  Our Twenty Year Anniversary is a
suitable time to review. What is the core intention of
education in the school? Our trust body, CEIST, has a process
called the ACE project which we can use to support us as a
school community to review our mission and to refresh our
dedication and commitment to realising that mission.  We
will undertake this process as a school community next year
to mark the Twenty Year Anniversary.  I will circulate more
information on this process and on how we will engage with
students and parents and teachers in the process.  

I want to wish everyone a happy and enjoyable summer
holiday.  I look forward to meeting all of our students back
again in late August for what I hope will be a year of renewal,
innovation and celebration ...  

John O’Roarke
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WHAT TO HOLD ... 
and WHAT TO CHANGE:
Returning to normal and anticipating 
a celebration of 20 years!  



Fellow students, this is it, we’re finally here ... and it’s been a long
time coming! No one can deny the hardships we’ve endured as
a year group, particularly over the past two years; two national
lockdowns, staring at tiny coloured circles instead of faces, all the
uncertainty regarding our Leaving Certificate and those
spontaneous ‘mic and internet issues’ that so conveniently
happened to occur every time a teacher tried to ask us a question
in our online classes.

But as the year draws to a close and this chapter of our lives
comes to an end, we remember only the good times spent here
in Mounthawk, and leave this school community with not just
more academic knowledge but as strong, wise and resilient
individuals ready and feeling somewhat prepared to embark on
the next stage of our lives. In the words of Regina George (that
we have heavily adapted to suit this particular circumstance) Get
in losers, we’re graduating! 

From the first few months in Mounthawk, we were told
constantly that ‘these six years are going to fly by!” But let’s face
it, none of us really believed a word of that when we spent our
time manoeuvring through the corridors with those massive
sport house bags glued to our breaking backs, desperately trying
to reach our lockers before the ‘big kids’ came down the hallway.
We were so focused on the minuscule challenges that felt so
significant in our little first year heads that we were often blind
to the wise words from our teachers. With a blink of an eye, we
sailed straight past the feared storm of the ‘Junior Cert’ to the fun
filled year of TY and now we’re here already taking our first steps
out of Mercy Mounthawk and into the world. Allen and I can’t
speak for everyone here but we both certainly feel like our six
years in this school have gone faster than the chicken rolls in the
Canteen during lunch and the big departure we have all been
excitedly anticipating is starting to become bittersweet. 

This is because, as cringy as it may sound, Mounthawk has
become a part of our identities and imagining a life without
walking through these familiar corridors in our itchy but uniquely
coloured uniforms seems next to impossible. Our school
community is our family and as a group we have grown up and
developed together, learning the importance of not only the core
values of our school, ‘treoir, tuiscint and trocaire.’ but the
importance of kindness and connectedness also. We’ve lost two
massive chunks of our last two years to the global pandemic yet
still we are here today, united in ways we never would have
imagined possible. Not to quote Mean Girls twice in the span of
five minutes, but the ‘limit does not exist’ because our resilience
and willingness to stay connected has known no bounds. 

While our losses this year have been difficult for us all, they have
taught us to appreciate the good times even more, and now I
find myself spending more time happily reminiscing on all those
incredible experiences; the trips to Madrid, Berlin, Strasbourg,
Knock and TY fashion show, as well as the little things that
infused simple moments of euphoria and joy into an otherwise
dull and dreary weekday. Things like Ms. Enright’s painful science
jokes that put a smile on everyone’s face, being one of Ms. Nolan’s
‘little darlings’ or Mr. Lyne’s blessings at the end of each Maths
and Applied Maths class. This, along with his admirable ability to

HEADBOY Allen Ybañez Jr |  HEADGIRL Keela Hughes

somehow humanise a load of numbers and letters, to make those
scary equations a little less daunting, instilling us with confidence
in our mathematical ability. I’ll miss Ms. McEllistrim’s cries of
outrage towards ‘mean sums’ and Ms. Thornton’s fashionable hats
and her obsession with the poem ‘Desiderata’ that she ingrained
in my brain and of course the stories of Ms. McAuillfe’s dog, Roger,
and what she would do if she won the euro millions one day. As
well as those delightful bathroom breaks to chat to a friendly face
between (and maybe sometimes during) classes and that extra
lap I take around the school with a friend when I’m not
particularly in the mood for a double first thing in the morning.

Mounthawk has taught us so much about the subjects we do,
(even if we are 100% not going to remember half of it come May
14th or come our last leaving cert exam) the ways in which we
should treat other people and how to be the best versions of
ourselves in the unpredictable world we are about to launch
ourselves into. We can all, in a few weeks’ time, proudly state that
we were past students of Mercy Mounthawk Secondary School.

On behalf of the class of 2021, we would like to personally extend
our gratitude to our principal, Mr. O’Rourke, our vice principals;
Mr. Fleming, Mr. Kissane and Ms. Muldoon Walsh as well as Ms.
Quane, who was our vice principal for five of our six years in this
school. Thank you for all your hard work in running a school that
has maintained such a high standard of learning while also
creating a school environment where students feel safe and free
to openly express themselves. We would also like to say a massive
thank you to all the teachers and staff who have not only
provided us with a high standard of education but have shaped
and nurtured us into the people we are today. We could not have
got here without all of your encouragement, support and
(though we may not have always liked it at the time) efforts in
pushing us to aim high and reach our potential. What you have
done for us students in the past couple of months went beyond
the call of duty and will not go unnoticed. 

And now, class of 2021, we speak directly to you; we wish you all
success in the future with whatever path you choose to follow. It
has been an honour to serve as your head girl and head boy this
year and we feel privileged to be a part of this class. Neither of
us will forget the beautiful memories we have shared together
over the past six years and at the end of the day that’s all any of
us will remember in years to come; not the bad or even the good
exams. Not the stress and the study. Not the mountains of
homework. Just each other, our friends, teachers and classmates. 

This challenging year has taught us, as a year group, an incredibly
valuable lesson that will follow us all for the rest of our lives. And
that is simply; not to take anything for granted. So let us reflect
on the words of the great Irish poet and novelist Oscar Wilde,
“Live! Live the wonderful life that is in you! Let nothing be lost
upon you. Be always searching for new sensations. Be afraid of
nothing.” 

To the Class of 2021 - Buena suerte, Bonne chance, Viel Glück, Go
n-éirí libh go léir!

And in the words of Elle Woods, ‘WE DID IT’.

Fellow students, this is it, we’re finally here ... 
and it’s been a long time coming!
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STEAM
byWilliam Nolan

While the 2020/2021 academic year
brought its challenges, Science
Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Maths (STEAM) continued at full pace. 

F1 in Schools
This year, for the first time, Transition Years took part in the F1 in Schools
Competition. They finished in the final 16 for the time trials and TY
Student Coren Hughes was shortlisted for the Facebook F1 in Schools
Engineer of the Future.

Coren’s Experience of the event:
In this competition, we were challenged, not only to build a formula 1
car, but also to build a brand behind the car. The competition was
divided into different parts, Enterprise, Engineering, Marketing and
Presentations, each with different deadlines. The first deadline was for a
5-page plan that outlined your team’s aims for the competition. Success
here ensured you a place in the national final. The National Final took
place on the weekend of the 21st of May where each team was marked
on their cars’ performance and their enterprise and business model. 

The Facebook Engineer of The Future Award was a separate individual
award hosted by the competition organisers.  The first part of the
competition was reliant on nominations. All of the participants involved
were invited to nominate people they felt deserved to be included in the
running for this award. All of the nominees were then given an
application form to fill out and the competition judges picked 9
individuals to participate in a final competition on the 7th May. 

During this virtual competition, we were greeted and presented with a
challenge. We were then split into teams of three. We got working
straight away to solve the challenge. As part of the challenge, we had to
design a winglet for the front wing of a Formula 1 car. We then had to
create a 3-minute presentation explaining our workings and thoughts
around it. The Judges examined our engineering skills primarily but our
teamwork and communication skills were also very important. We had
3 hours to solve the problem and then we presented our solution, and
were told the winner would be announced during the National Final.

Bebras Challenge
The Bebras Challenge is a logical test that looks at computational logic
to work out problems. As in every year, Mercy Mounthawk students from
First to Fifth year took part. This challenge is not only an Irish
Competition but takes place every year across Europe. We would like to
congratulate top performing students Emma Buckley, Justin McCarthy
and Kai Seino in First Year. Aoibhin O’Connor MacCarthy in Second Year,
Aoife O’Rourke in Third Year, Coren Hughes and Conall Diggin in
Transition Year and Dara Newsome in fifth year.

Leaving Certificate Computer Science
This year saw the first cohort of students take on a new subject at
Leaving Certificate Level - Computer Science. This new subject is a Phase
2 Pilot that is being rolled out nationally. The current 5th years will sit
their exams in June 2022. The course explores a variety of topics relating
to Computer Science from Python Coding, Internet infrastructure, Web
Development, Embedded systems, Data analysis and so much more. 
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Dependant on Covid 19 guidelines, supervised study will be made available to
all students from:
Monday to Thursday |  4.00pm to 6.00pm or 4.00pm to 7.00pm
APPLICATION FORMS & PAYMENT OPTIONS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ONLINE IN AUGUST

Further Information is available from stellaoshea@mercymounthawk.ie | Please see the school website for updates on study prices and policy

Supervised
study



Eid-ul-Fitr or Eid Al-Fitr is one of two great festivals
for Muslims and it celebrates the end of Ramadan.
It is known as the Festival of Breaking the Fast in
Islamic faith. This year Eid, as it is known, was on
the 13th May.

Ramadan is a month of prayer and fasting. During Ramadan
Muslims have an early morning meal before dawn, they
then fast for the remainder of the day until they break the
fast after sunset. Like Easter, Ramadan is a moveable event
each year. This means that during summertime in Ireland,
Muslims have to fast from as early as 2.30am to 10.00pm at
night. This year the fast began at 3.30am and finished at
9.15pm in the evening. Ramadan is the Arabic name for the
ninth month in the Islamic calendar and is considered one
of the holiest Islamic months, Eid is celebrated at the
beginning of the 10th month.  

Ramadan is also a time when Muslims are encouraged to
give to charity, strengthen their relationship with God, and
show kindness and patience.

On the 13th May we celebrated Eid in Mercy Mounthawk
where our Muslim students came to school in their new
clothes and brought traditional sweets for staff and
students of the school. We made announcements over the
intercom to highlight this special occasion and we
gathered the students for a photograph to mark the day.

Ganna in fifth year had this to say about Eid: ‘After an entire
month of day long fasting comes Eid, a day of enjoyment
and happiness for Muslims all over the world. It is a day of
sweets, fairs, new clothes and lights and to help our Muslim
students celebrate their happiness they were given the
chance to wear their own clothes to school’.

Congratulations to Holly O’Brien who received
a Garda Youth Achievement award for her
wonderful charity work during lockdown.

Garda Youth Achievement Awards 2021

Congratulations to the TY Fashion Show Team who received a Garda Youth
Achievement Award for their massive fundraising efforts in aid of St. Vincent de
Paul. Well done to Ms. O'Leary and her dedicated group.

Eid-ul-Fitr
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BT Young Scientist 

Dara Newsome. David Hughes and Conor Bradshaw

Adam Dineen and Michael Guerin

This year we had four entries into the BT Young
Scientist Competition 2021.  Two of those entries
were in the Technology Category and two in the
Social and Behavioural Category. We had huge
success with our ‘SPECS’ project by Dara Newsome,
David Hughes and Conor Bradshaw gaining first
place in the Analog ‘Best Technology Award’ and
2nd in the Senior Category at the competition.
Rachel Feeley for her project ‘An Analytical Study of
the Psychological Impact of the Coronavirus
Pandemic’ was also ‘Highly Commended’ in the BT
Young Scientist competition. 

The projects were as follows: 

1 |   SPECS - An Adapted Spectacle System for Dementia 
       Patients by Dara Newsome, David Hughes and 
        Conor Bradshaw (5th Year students) 
In Ireland today there are roughly 55,000 people suffering from
dementia. That number is expected to more than double in the
next twenty or so years. Our project aimed to develop an
intelligent spectacle system that would help reduce anxiety and
paranoia in people suffering from dementia when faced with
people and surroundings they do not recognise. 

We devised a system called ‘Specialised Personal External Care
System’ or ‘SPECS’ for short.  This system, which mounts onto the
patient’s glasses, employs computer vision and machine learning
software to detect and identify faces and to then feed this
information to an OLED display. This data is then projected onto a
transparent piece in front of the patient’s eye. The system employs
OpenCV, an open source computer vision and machine learning
software library. It detects and identifies faces and feeds
information such as names or their relationship to the user (e.g.
Son, Daughter, and Neighbour) on an OLED Display. This data is
then projected onto a transparent piece in front of the patient’s
eye. 

2 |   Online Offline
       by Adam Dineen and Michael Guerin (4th Year students)
Credit card fraud has been one of the fastest-growing forms of
identity theft according to the FTC. Reports of credit card fraud
jumped by 104% from 2019 to 2020 and it continues to grow. To
help address this problem we wanted to find a way of educating
people on cybersecurity. We developed the idea of a Board Game.
We initially created a survey, which included questions about how
secure people’s passwords are, how cautious they are with
phishing attempts and how much they value their privacy and
security online. We then created the Board Game. The board is
aesthetically pleasing and fun to play, but most importantly, we’ve
added trivia cards to test the players’ knowledge on cybersecurity. 

3 |   The Development of a Learning through Play Activity 
       to Combat Racial Bias in Children 
        by Katie Prendiville (4th Year Student)
Racism is a major problem in today's society. After conducting
research, I discovered racial bias is prevalent in children and could
possibly be contributing to racist behaviour in the future. Young
children are ‘astute observers of the social world,’ and this can have
pernicious effects on how they perceive race and gender,
according to Danielle Perszyk, a psychologist at Northwestern
University. The majority of children in the study - both black and
white - had a ‘strong and consistent pro-white bias’ (Armstrong,
2019).

The aim of my project was to develop an activity for young children
to help them accept other children regardless of their race. To try
to combat racial bias I developed a story to accompany a doll
named Erin. The story is about Erin's experience in school and how
she was treated unfairly because she looks different to everyone
else in the class. The children read/listened to the story
accompanied by the doll Erin. Students from various primary
schools in my area carried out the activity and completed the two
surveys I created, one before the activity and one after the activity.
Before the activity only 24% knew what racism meant. After the
survey 65% knew what racism meant and had an awareness and
understanding of it. 
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Katie Prendiville 

Rachel Feeley 

4 |   An Analytical Study of the Psychological Impact of the 
       Coronavirus Pandemic by Rachel Feeley (3rd Year Student)

       HIgHLY COMMENDED FOR THIS PROJECT IN BTYSE

The coronavirus pandemic has caused international disturbance and turmoil
to the lives of millions of people. Many are now facing increased levels of
alcohol and drug use, insomnia and anxiety (WHO, 2020).  My project aims
to provide an in depth analysis of the mental impacts felt by individuals who
visit their GP regularly, as well as students and teachers in my school. 
I contacted a GP in a local Tralee surgery, which offered me the opportunity
to distribute surveys among her patients. My school management also
granted me the chance to conduct surveys with my fellow peers and teachers
in order to gain their perspective. I adopted a mixed methods approach using
both focus groups, surveys and an interview with the GP to find out if she felt
that changes in the mental attitudes of patients was evident. I also
coordinated an interview with a random selection of students in my school,
to gain a more detailed perspective on their outlook of the pandemic.

From doing this project, I can conclude that people who are more reliant on
doctor’s services have felt more negative mental impacts of the coronavirus
pandemic than those who aren’t. They have reported feeling more extreme
levels of anxiety, negativity and uncertainty, showing greater levels of
apprehensiveness. In contrast to this, students and teachers in my school,
while still affected, were better able to find the positive outlook on this
pandemic.

5th Year students Dara Newsome, David Hughes and Conor Bradshaw got through to the
National Finals of Scifest in November 2020 with their project ‘Specs - An Adapted
Spectacle System for Dementia Patients’.  The students went on to win the ‘Boston
Scientific Grand Final Award and the Intel’ Best Technology Award.

This year Regeneron ISEF (Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair) was a
virtual event and Dara, David and Conor were invited to represent Ireland and SciFest at
Regeneron ISEF 2021 America and Global Youth Science and Technology Bowl Hong Kong. 

It was a wonderful experience for all involved and the boys did us
proud on the day. 

SciFest
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Our 1st year maths students competed in the Irish Junior Maths
Competition on 25th February 2021. This is a National maths
competition held annually in most schools across the country. A
total of 6306 students from 207 secondary schools around the
country competed this year and the competition was run online.
The students completed the competition using either Microsoft
Forms, or Google forms which was available in both English and Irish
language versions.

•   The annual competition is an hour long and consists of 
    15 multiple choice questions. 

•   SECTIoN A has 5 questions each worth 5 marks. 
    This section is the most straightforward.

•   SECTIoN B has 5 questions each worth 7 marks. 
    This section is more challenging.

Finally, Section C again has 5 questions each worth 8 marks. This
section is very challenging and it tests the student’s problem solving
and mathematical ability. The total is 100 marks. Of course, as its
multiple choice, it is possible to guess the answers!!! However the
probability of doing this correctly is extremely remote!!! 

In advance of the competition students from each first year class
were invited to attend maths enrichment classes online held after
school. Over 40 dedicated students did so for an hour a week, for a
number of weeks. These students were guided by Ms. Chute, Ms.
Dennehy, Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Lyne. A number of Mounthawk

students recorded exceptionally high scores in the competition and
it was very evident that they really enjoyed the classes and they
improved each week.  

Kai Seino class 1.2 scored highest amongst the Mercy Mounthawk
students, but not alone did he come out on top in the school, he
achieved the best grade from all the 6306 students that participated
nationally. He recorded an amazing 100%. Winning himself a special
maths trophy and a Microsoft Surface Pro. Well done to Kai, the
Maths teachers involved and in particular to Mr. McCarthy, Kai’s
maths teacher. 

Maths National Winner: Kai Seino (Class 1.2)

Kai Seino and his teacher Mr. McCarthy

Time To MAKE some STEAM
September 2021 will see huge new investement, with the addition of
3D Printers and a Laser cutter to enhance the Engineering, Wood
Technology and Computer Science Subjects. These new additions will
also enhance various programmes in the area of STEAM education with
the school providing an area of a Makerspace to challege students to
learn as they make. 
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Science
Week

Dale Treadwell brought us on a fascinating journey to discover
the world of dinosaurs and introduced us to some of his
favourites. The science magician, Dr Matt Pritchard shared his
favourite illusions, science stunts and objects of curiosity while
Robert Hill took us on an exciting virtual journey through the
amazing Cosmos! 

A wide variety of competitions, quizzes and brain teaser
sessions also took place in the school throughout the week. The
winners of the first year and sixth year science quizzes were
presented with trophies. A special prize was also given to the
winner of the biodiversity ISTA photograph competition at
junior-Jack O’Flaherty and senior level- Hadil Zakrit.

This years’ Science week took place from the 8th to the 15th November
and it was a tremendous success despite the unprecedented times.
Virtual shows were hosted by UL, SFI and IT Tralee. Mark the science
Guy - a Theoretical Physicist, former Professional Footballer, TV
Presenter and Head of Science at Explorium - Ireland’s National
Science Centre, gave us a wonderful presentation and interactive
demonstration on the nature of electricity. 

Senior Quiz Winners - Science Week: Megan Slye, Cora Savage, Tanmoy Debnath,
Kieran Collins, Mathew Quilter, Ciara Nix.

First Year Science Quiz Winners:  Zach Hayes (1.3), Alan Langa (1.2), 
Kealan O’Dowd (1.7), Jamie Cleary Lynch (1.6) and Ronan O’Connor (1.4)

Some of our TY students attneding the IT Tralee Virtual Science event. 

Senior Science Award Winners - Science Week: Patrick Nolan, 
Austin O’Brien, Kate Waldron and Dara Heim.

Winners of the Biodiversity ISTA Photograph Competition: 
Jack O'Flaherty (Junior Level) and Hadil Zakrit (Senior Level).
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Without a doubt, 2020/21 has been a year of change and
adaptation for everyone. our lives have changed immensely in
such a short space of time and those days free from masks,
sanitisers and the daily intercom announcement reminding us
to follow health and safety guidelines feels like a lifetime ago.
The ability to be physically present at school and see all of our
friends and teachers with our eyes and not with our screens is a
blessing to be truly grateful for. 

Three student representatives from each class have been
elected to the council, all striving to bring positive changes to
the school through new creative, inventive methods. On the
21st November students had the opportunity to attend the
2020 Irish Second-Level Students' Union (ISSU) Online Regional
Council. The annual AGM of Comhairle na nÓg took place
online through Zoom on the 1st of December and once again
pupils had the chance to debate global issues and help form a
campaign for the youth council to work on during the coming
year. On 25th January the environment committee took part in
the first phase of the Eco-Unesco European Environmental
Youth Summit, working alongside students from Ireland,
Scotland and Spain. 

Social Integration Committee
Allen Ybañez Jr
The social integration committee has done a tremendous
amount of work since October of last year. Despite the hardship
of Covid-19 and its restrictions, the committee still
accomplished the promotion of cultural diversity and the
integration of students into all aspects of school life, whether
on school grounds or online. 

To mark international anti-bullying day in November, the
committee held a day of solidarity with our LGBTQ+ classmates.
On this day, students were encouraged to wear a colour from
the rainbow and the student body appeared as a sort of moving
rainbow throughout the school.

After the Christmas break the committee was busy planning
and researching information for our Black History Month
infographics. We used these in the month of Feburary, they
gave students the opportunity to learn, share and celebrate
African heritage, culture and its people. The committee also
worked on the ‘International Women’s Day’ infographic as well
as ‘St. Patrick’s Day’ infographic. 

Well-Being Committee
Keela Hughes
With all the restrictions placed on our lives, no one can deny
that our mental health and wellbeing is more important now
than ever before. We have had to find new ways to connect with
each other, adopt positive attitudes and keep our minds
healthy throughout such a challenging time. Over the past year,
the wellbeing committee has strived to find new and inventive
ways to help boost the mood of our peers and teachers.

The committee has helped find a substitute for Centenary
Sessions; an event missed dearly by the entire school. Now
instead of a live event a video goes out on the Mercy
Mounthawk YouTube every Friday evening to display the talent
of our students and end the long week on an uplifting note!
Kieran Collins also made a video demonstrating some easy
stretches for us all to try in an attempt to relieve the back and
neck pain from sitting at a desk all day. 

The wellbeing committee organised a ‘Dress up Day’ which
encouraged students and teachers to dress up in a silly hat,
costume, makeup etc. and turn on their cameras so everyone
could see each other again after spending so much time staring
at tiny coloured circles. As well as that, the committee also spent
time creating ‘Emoji Dingbat’ PowerPoints that we put up on
google classroom as a resource for fun when we were all stuck
feeling isolated at home. 

Environment Committee
Judith Waugh and Hugh Emerson
Eco UNESCO organised their annual Environmental Youth
Summit for young people to meet other like-minded
individuals, share their views, and to talk to policy makers and
environmental experts. As part of the Youth Summit, we did a
project called “Nature Nurturers: Protecting our local area”,
addressing the three different environmental issues that are
affecting our community- biodiversity loss, coastal erosion and
lack of understanding about climate justice. We researched
information about caring for our local environment and
presented it to the school community via the School App. One
such example is our guide to growing your own food. We also
sent letters and emails to the Kerry County Council about
planting native plants along the new Tralee to Fenit Greenway,
and installing bins at local beaches.  We planted approximately
200 trees by the pitches, and we planted wild flower seeds for a
Bee Garden. Going forward into next year, we plan to plant
marram grass at the Maharees, to help protect the area from
coastal erosion.  We are currently working on a podcast to raise
awareness about our actions, and to promote a deeper
understanding of climate justice. Stay tuned!!

Student Co
uncil | 202

0-2021

Allen Ybañez Jr, Keela Hughes, Hugh Emerson and Judith Waugh



Black History
Month

During the month of February, the student council’s Social
Integration Committee decided to do something to celebrate
Black History Month. They took the opportunity to share and
celebrate the African heritage, culture and its people through
the release of a series of infographics each week of the month
to celebrate black history and culture. Below are just a few of
the infographics based on black historical figures who have
contributed in the world of STEM.

How to Grow
Your own Food
The Student Council Environment committee has created a
brilliant guide on how anyone with with a little bit of soil can
begin to grow their own food. They shared this with all of the
school community through Google Classroom.
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Cycle for
Chemo

The cycle for Chemo was a charity cycle
that a number of TY students took part in
to help raise awareness of the
chemotherapy treatment facilities in Kerry.
The cycle involved a group of TY students
cycling from Mercy Mounthawk to Fenit
harbour. Even though there were people
with different cycling experience everyone
who participated were delighted to raise
awareness of the charity. 

World Bee Day 2021
Mounthawk celebrated World Bee Day 2021 on Thursday, 20th May across
the curriculum and with some suited beekeepers/teachers, on-site. Bee
Day celebrations raise awareness about the threats to pollinators like bees
by human activities. 85% of the fruit and veg we eat, here in Ireland, are
pollinated by the friendly bee in our gardens. We must remember we need
these pollinators and they really need us! In December 2017, the UN
approved this day to acknowledge the role of bees and other pollinators
for the ecosystem and this year is the fourth observance. 

The theme of the day this year is “Bee engaged: Build Back Better for Bee”.
While not everyone wishes to own a hive, like Ms. Bernie O’Shea or Ms.
Denise Buckley, there are still many ways to support the bees in your
neighbourhood. By setting aside a patch of your garden for native bee-
friendly wildflowers, you are providing food for our bees. Try to avoid all
pesticides that are chemically destructive. Our perfectly manicured
gardens are quite attractive but if you can leave a section to return to the
wild, you are allowing nature to provide the foods that the bees need. If
you are looking for more information or maybe want to take the next step,
look into your local beekeeping association and you will find an
introduction to beekeeping close by. 

It is a fascinating hobby that can be seriously fulfilling especially when you
taste that perfect spoonful of honey!  Mounthawk supports biodiversity
with plans afoot for a wildflower, bee-friendly patch to work in line with
our rewilding of the garden and the development of our polytunnel.
#savethebees #savethe planet



by B. O’Shea

Leaving Certificate Applied students can certainly be proud
of themselves with regard to their personal achievement and
performance during this past school year. 

As Leaving Cert Applied is a very practical and hands on
course with work experience and various other activities,
there were obviously some adjustments that had to be made
this year, and this is where the majority of our students really
shone by continually engaging online and completing all
tasks and assignments despite the challenges. Well done
everyone! A truly tremendous achievement!

This coming academic year we really look forward to
resuming our class trips and work experience placements if
health guidelines allow. 

In the meantime, best of luck to our LCA 2 students in their
exams and in their future career choices. 

Well done to LCA1 for a great year of work and a big welcome
to the new LCA1 class as we plan what we hope to be an
exciting, educational and enjoyable year ahead. 

LCA1 Ice Cream Days
by Lisa Healy

This year our LCA1 students organised two ice-cream days in
order to raise funds for the Kerry Branch of Down Syndrome
Ireland. To comply with COVID restrictions, the event was
spread across two days in order to accommodate different
year group pods, and the queues were all socially distanced. 

Lidl in Edward Street and Aldi on the John Joe Sheehy Road,
both kindly donated vouchers allowing the students to
purchase multi packs of individually wrapped ice creams,
which they then sold for €1each. We really want to thank
them for supporting our charity event so generously.

Down Syndrome Ireland noticed the event on Twitter and got
in touch with the students. 

“We appreciate the amazing fundraising by the LCA Students of
Mercy Mounthawk, during these uncertain times. With our
fundraising down by a third, your donation is more important
than ever to us and we are truly grateful for your support during
what is a very challenging time for everyone.”
Bernice Condon
Fundraising Manager, Down Syndrome Ireland

Thanks to the support of students and staff, they raised a
whopping €816 which they presented to representatives
from Down Syndrome Kerry. 

The teachers who assisted the LCA team in running the event
(Ms. Lisa Healy and Ms. Michelle Daly), are so proud of the
students’ amazing achievement despite the many obstacles
they faced. The students demonstrated resilience and
impressive problem solving skills to ensure that the
fundraiser went ahead safely. They completely surpassed our
expectations and have proven that Mounthawk’s community
spirit is alive and well! 

Please see www.downsyndrome.ie for more information
about this worthwhile charity.

Leaving Cert Applied 2020/21 
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Erin O’Sullivan and Keith Enright LCA 2 

Erica Moriarty, Josh Cunningham and Alannah O’Connor presenting
a cheque for 816 euro to Down Syndrome Kerry



In January 2021, third year student Labhraidh Costello
entered the annual Action Aid speech writing
competition. This competition required students to
write innovative, well-researched and creative
speeches. Labhraidh chose to write her speech on
how the shocking increase of violence against women
and girls during the Covid-19 pandemic has shown us
that the struggle for gender equality is far from over. 

Labhraidh’s emotive and empowering speech
discussed in great detail how the word ‘feminist’ needs
to be destigmatised amongst young males, as well as
her aspiration to be a politician in the future to ensure
the necessary changes are being made for her
generation and all the future generations that come
after her. 

This talk was selected as one of the top eight speeches
out of over 177 entries. Due to Covid-19 restrictions,
the final took place over Zoom on the 21st of
February. Students from all over the country
passionately read their speeches in front of a live
audience and a panel of three judges. Ultimately after
a live music performance and much deliberation the
judges declared Labhraidh the very worthy winner.  
As the winner of the competition Labhraidh was
interviewed for RTÉ’s Drivetime radio. 

Well done, Labhraidh from everyone at 
Mercy Mounthawk!

Speech Writing C
ompetition Winne

r 

Labhraidh Costel
lo

There was a great turnout with 
over 100 students signing up to our
FIFA 21 gaming tournament. 
The tournament was held every
lunchtime over a 6 week period.
There was passion, drama and great
excitement throughout! It acted as a fantastic substitute to some of the students who
missed their sport/choir/debating or any of the normal extra-curricular activites that we
would be immersed in were it not for the restrictions. 

It created a hub of excitement under safe conditions. New friendships were formed and 
it lifted the spirits all around the school community. All proceeds from the event went to
St. Vincent de Paul’s Christmas Appeal. We would like to thank Trophy World of Tralee,
who provided fantastic trophies to all our winners.Noel Roborts, 1st year

Winner FIFA 21 Tournament 

Labhraidh’s experience ...

I first heard about the ActionAid Speech Competition 
through my Aunt, Amy Costello, who encouraged me to enter.
She is passionate about public speaking having participated 
in many competitions during her time in secondary school 
and thought I would be good at it too. With her support and
encouragement, my fantastic English teacher Ms.Daly and 
my family and friends, I was able to pick my topic; “How the
increase of violence towards women and girls during the 
COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that the struggle for 
gender equality is far from over”. 

I have always felt very passionate about feminism and gender
equality, so I thought that this subject would suit me well. 
I wrote my speech over the course of the second lockdown 
and then started practicing it leading up to Christmas with 
Ms. Daly, who generously gave up her own time during lunch to
help me. We sent it off before parting ways for the Christmas
break. We got the wonderful news in early February that I was
one of the eight finalists with the final to be held virtually at the
end of the month. After a lot of practice (and nerves!) 
I gave my speech over Zoom to a panel of judges with a small
audience all there to support the finalists. I was so happy when 
I heard that I had won the competition, especially considering
how incredible the other contestants had been. I’m so grateful 
for my experience with the ActionAid competition and I’m really
glad I entered. I’d recommend anyone else interested in public
speaking or debating to put themselves out there and give it a
try; you never know what could happen! A huge thank you to 
Ms. Daly and my Aunt Amy for all your help.

“

“
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by Mr. Houlihan 

This year due to the pandemic, our normal school drama
production which would be staged in Siamsa Tíre, in
front of a full live audience was not an option. However,
it was important that we continued with the great Mercy
Mounthawk tradition in drama, so, undaunted, we set
out to perform a radio play. Miss Buckley, Miss Daly and 
I decided on a John B. Keane Christmas story that I had
adapted for the stage. The radio play was to be called 
‘A Christmas Gander.’ We had 56 students come for
audition and we found it difficult to settle on a cast such
was the talent. However, cast we did: Emmett Christie
played Tom, Judith Waugh played Auld Maggie, Abigail
Foley played Angel Face, Eli Maguire played Handsome,
and Eoin Griffin played The Boy. Rehearsals began and
five weeks later and a lot of fun under our belt, we
recorded the play in two takes. We are grateful to
Grainne McPolin for her expertise in recording. The play
went out, to acclaim, on Radio Kerry, on Christmas Eve. 

Staff Christmas Performance
To reclaim the Mercy Mounthawk Christmas spirit, four
members of staff, embarked on rehearsals for a socially
distanced Christmas performance. Miss Buckley, 
Mr. Houlihan, Miss Fitzgerald and Miss O’Shea performed
‘Christmas at the Scrubbles’ for staff in the safe environs 
of the General-Purpose Area. The audience of limited
number thoroughly enjoyed the comedy. It truly felt 
like the beginning of Christmas.  

The Radio Play

Well done to this impressive group of TY students who, under the guidance of
Ms Leen, staged a mock court trial with Mr Fleming as guest judge.

Sadly, the defendant was found guilty as charged and a hefty sentence was
duly imposed.

Law Studies
by Jason Norris 

Law Studies was one of my
favourite subjects from this 
past year. Although I wasn’t sure
what to expect as it was not my
intention to pursue a career in
law later in life, I was pleasantly
surprised at how congenial this
subject was. It presented the
opportunity to try out activities
that I otherwise would not 
have been able to sample. 
It was an exceptionally enjoyable
experience, and honestly, 
it would make me consider a
potential career in law.

Emmet Christie, Eoin Griffin and Judith Waugh recording the radio play 

Bernie o’Shea, Niamh Fitzgearld, Denise Buckley and Frank Houlihan 

perform ‘Christmas at the Scrubbles’ 
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ECO UNESCO

Young Environmental Awards
- Covid-9-Team

by Aoife Bourke

This year, eight of us took part in Eco Unesco’s Young
Environmental Awards (YEA). Our project, ‘Covid-9-Team’, focused
on waste generated from Covid, including masks, wipes, excess
online shopping packaging and an increase in takeaway
food/drink containers. 

We did a number of things to raise awareness of the issue, such as
decorating the environmental notice board in school, carrying out
a mask-making workshop for first years and a mask making
competition. We were also in contact with many local businesses

about the issue. We got to the semi-final of the competition; the
‘Eco-Dens’, where we had to present our project virtually to a
panel of judges.  With much excitement, we proceeded to the
national finals. Although we did not win the final award, this
project was an eye-opening experience and certainly one that
allowed me to change my environmental habits for the better
and I hope we have encouraged some others to do the same.

As another academic year draws to a close it must be
acknowledged that it has been one of the most extraordinary
years any of us has ever experienced and that last Christmas
seems a world away now! During January, our focus was on
preparing Leaving Certificate students for the next step in their
journey beyond secondary school. To this end, an online
presentation on the CAO process was given to Leaving
Certificate students and their parents. Applications to the CAO
were submitted by the February 1st deadline while applications
for both D.A.R.E. and H.E.A.R. were completed by the March 15th
deadline. During our closure, between Christmas and Easter,
further information on Post Leaving Certificate courses,
scholarships, and SUSI maintenance grants were disseminated
to all 6th year students through Google Classroom and recorded
presentations and we engaged through Google Meet, email
and, if necessary, by phone, with individual students. We had a
virtual presentation from Kerry College in April. 

For the rest of the school body it was about preparing them for
their continuing journey with us. There were a number of online
presentations, recorded by the guidance counsellors for
students and their parents, including the Subject Choice talk for
1st years going into 2nd year and the Senior Cycle Subject
Options talk for 3rd and 4th years going into 5th year. Our
engagement with our 5th year Guidance classes continued
through the Reach+ programme and Google Classroom. In
order to prompt students to begin planning their future career
paths, the Differential Aptitude Test was administered to 4th
years.   Appointments with students and parents of students,
making those subject choice decisions, were facilitated on
request, mindful of protocols around visitors to the school. 

The Guidance team would like to thank fellow staff, parents and
management for their ongoing support throughout the year.
This year we were delighted to welcome Ms. Bernie Slattery to
the Guidance Department following the appointment of Ms.
Sinead Muldoon Walsh to position of Deputy Principal.  To our
outgoing Leaving Certificate students, it has been a whirlwind
of a year for you and we hope that some of the qualities of
perseverance and resilience you have honed during the year will
stand you all in good stead as you continue life’s journey. Many
of the skills you have had to acquire this year- self-motivation,
self-directed learning, online submission of work, are
fundamental to success at 3rd level so you have a good head
start for next September! 

And so, it’s time to say goodbye and good luck to our 6th years
and in doing so we are reminded of the words of the Indian
writer, Ritu Ghatourey who said:

“Goodbyes make you think. They make you
realize what you’ve had, what you’ve lost, and
what you’ve taken for granted.” 

In this year of Covid we have lost, but we also now appreciate
what we may have taken for granted and we realise what we are
most grateful for-family, friendships and the opportunities that
the future will bring. 

Guidance Counselling | Ms. B. Farrell, Ms. M. O’ Mahony & Ms. B. Slattery
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In February we celebrated Literacy Week in the school and let's
face it, there has never been a better time to take comfort in a
good book, so we invited all in our school community to get
reading and participate in some of the following activities:

1.  The Masked Reader 
Our first activity was a novel one, many of our teachers recorded
themselves reading an extract from their favourite book using a filter or
voice distortion etc.  It was then up to the students to guess what teacher
was reading what extract.  It was a real fun event and there was great
consternation among students’ and staff members alike trying to work 
out the identities of the teachers involved. 

2.  Squeeze in a Read 
On the 25th February all English teachers gave students the opportunity
to simply enjoy reading for a period of time. It could be anything of the
students own choosing and the focus was on simply reading for
enjoyment.

4.  Video book review 
Students put together a video to review a well-loved book and sent it to
their teacher during the week.  Video reviews were watched by the class
later in the week with the goal of getting more people to read. Each class
also ran a poll documenting their favourite novel.

5.  Poetry Competition - All years
Students were invited to compose a poem on a subject of their own
choice. It could be to do with lockdown life, spring, gratitude, how much
reading means to them etc. There were prizes for the best entries. 

Mounthawk Literacy Week
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Bhí bliain thar a bheith gnóthach ag grúpa traidisiúnta na
scoile in ainneoin srianta Covid-19.I mí Dheireadh Fómhair,
tháinig na ceoltóirí go léir le chéile agus sheinneamar cúpla
poirt d'fhíseáin an lá oscailte. 

Go gairid ina dhiaidh sin thosaíomar ag cleachtadh do sheirbhís na Nollag.
Chuireamar go leor ama isteach ag cleachtadh Don Oíche Úd i mBeithil
agus jig Willy Coleman i rith am lóin roimh ré. B'fhiú é ar deireadh, amh,
mar d'éirigh thar barr linn ar lá na taifeadadh i séipéal Naomh Bhreandáin. 

Gan dabht ba é buaicphointe na bliana ná nuair a bhíomar le cloisint ar
Radio Chiarraí ar Lá Nollag. Bhíomar chomh bródúil as an dóchas agus as
an árdú croí a bhain leis an gclár seo. 

Míle buíochas ó chroí le na ceoltóirí go léir a ghlac páirt i rith na bliana.
Cloistear an nath  Nuair a stadann an ceol, stadann an rince ach ní raibh
aon stop leis an gceol anseo agus le cúnamh Dé chuir sé le bhúr rince i
rith an seal ama ait seo.

Róise O Donnell (Bl. a 4)

Seachtain na Gaeilge, 
ceol faoi dhianghlasáil!!

Le haghaidh Seachtain na Gaeilge um
mbliana roghnaíomar “Here Comes the
Sun” le na Beatles, ach i stíl níos
traidisiúnta. Rinne gach duine cleachtadh
sa bhaile agus rinneamar féintaifeadadh
agus sinn á sheinim. Bhí obair ag baint
leis, deirimse leat, ach ba mhór an sásamh
a bhaineamar as. A bhuí le scilleanna
ríomhaireachta, agus le foighne Coren
Hughes, duine den ghrúpa, cuireadh an fís
ar líne mar cheiliúradh ar Lá Fhéile
Pádraig, agus táimid fós an-bhródúil as.

Paula Holmes ( Bl. a 4)
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I can say with absolute certainty that one of
the things we all missed this year was the
entertainment provided by our Centenary
Sessions. In the past few years, we have
become more and more excited about the
Centenary Session performances and every
time we heard of a Centenary Session
coming up there was a buzz around the
school for days beforehand. The Centenary

hall is normally considered the fifth and sixth-years’ lunch
domain, but even they had to rush to the hall to grab a seat on
Centenary Session day. There have been many times where I’ve
stood at the back to watch, or even balanced on tiptoe outside
the door, straining to see past everyone’s heads. But even when
you couldn’t see the entertainment, you could still hear the
music and the cheering from the level above.

The Centenary Sessions were not allowable under Covid 19
restrictions; however, thanks to the work of Mr. Fleming and a
small committee of sixth years, Friday Fest was born.  We were
no longer left without talented entertainment and fun and
though it wasn’t the same, it was uniquely as good if not better.
Every Friday an announcement and link were posted to the
school app. It was exciting, because most of the time I had no
idea what I was going to see. There were incredible singers and
musicians in our own school community, and I hadn’t even
realised it until they were given the opportunity to let it show.

Admittedly there were some down sides. There was no longer
the experience of a live performance, where you could cheer on
your friends in real time. But it wasn’t all bad, because now our
family and friends could see us too. I know for a fact my mom
shared my Friday Fest in every group chat she was a part of!

We have all adapted. As a school, we have made numerous
changes, Friday Fest being just a small example. I am extremely
grateful. There was no need to take Centenary Sessions online,
but it was done! And now we have a speck of excitement every
Friday, when it would have been so easy to do nothing at all and
curse the pandemic for ruining yet another one of our joys. So,
thank you Mr. Fleming. Thank you to everyone who was
involved and watched the videos. I know I will never forget my
Friday Fest experience...and neither will YouTube!

Friday Fest
MERCY MOUNTHAWK | SUMMER NEWS 2021

by Sarah Egan

Caitríona O'Sullivan - Chart topping
success with ‘This Country Girl’
Our own Music and Irish teacher, Caitríona O’Sullivan, enjoyed
much success with the release of her new original duet/single
‘This Country Girl’ that she co-wrote and sang on with renowned
singer-songwriter Johnny Brady. She met Johnny on the set of TG4
Glór Tíre where Caitríona is a judge alongside John Creedon and
Jo Ní Chéide. The song went to number 1 on iTunes on the
country music charts and was played on RTE Radio 1, and regional
radio stations across the country. They received much critical
acclaim with articles in the Sunday Independent, the RTE Guide
and The Sunday World to name but a few. Caitríona is looking
forward to releasing more of her original songs in the coming year.

We wish her every success in all her future music endeavors. 
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Our TY sport day took place on Friday 7th May in John Mitchells
Sports Complex. It was a great relief for students and teachers
alike to be able to allow a little bit of normality especially for
our transition years. We were blessed the weather was onside
which meant our outdoor day was a go!

Students filed in the gate with a sense of expectation that a
‘normal’ day was beginning. This year the TY sports day took the
format of a ‘house cup’ with each class competing in the
inaugural competition. 4.3 were the overall victors on the day. 

Our day began with a charity 7 a side soccer tournament with
the remaining classes competing in rounder’s games. While
there was a competitive nature to these events as the classes
battled it out for supremacy, it was great to hear the laughter
as students revelled in their relative freedom. Then it was lunch
and the surprise of the day as the ice cream van pulled in with

music blaring. This added a further sense of occasion to the
event as the students streamed down to receive a cone or
slushy to try cool off after an exerting morning.

Once all the students were refuelled and ready to go we began
the second half of our day with four events. A Wii and Xbox
tournament began as well as the introduction of touch rugby
and rounders to ensure all students had an outlet to gain points
for their class. After some stiff competition there was  the small
matter of the Athletics events in order to decide the destination
of the first house cup.

The anticipation grew as the points were tallied in the middle
of the astro. 4.3 were the inaugural house champions after a
commanding performance of will and enthusiasm to keep
competing from 9.15am until 3.30pm. Well done to all of the
classes who made the day an enjoyable and fun experience.
Let’s hope next year’s TY’s are ready for the challenge.

Athletics
Farewell and good Luck in 
the Future to Cillian griffin 
- 6th Year

“My experience over the last few years competing in Athletics for my School, Club, County, Province,
Country have been the best experiences I’ve had and some of the happiest memories I have. Beside the
medals, titles, and records I've got, I have to say the best part of it was doing it with some of the best
people I know, whether they’re my friends, family, teachers or coaches. Meeting new people and opening
my life to new experiences and possibilities really helped me grow in athletics and life.

During my time with the school, I earned a total of 25 Gold, 17 Silver and 18 Bronze medals, receiving
commendations from the School and the Department of Education for my abilities. I’ve competed at
County, Munster, National and International level. Over the years I've won 3 International medals and
I hope there is more to come as I venture out into the world. For my club Tralee Harriers I’ve received 15
National medals in the long jump, 100m, 200m and multi events. Being able to perform at such a high
level is still surreal to me. If I were to have told my first-year self that I would reach the ambition I had
back then I wouldn't have believed myself.

Covid has really put a dampener on my athletic career but hopes are still high as I’m hoping to
represent Ireland in European and World competitions later this year. It really has been a bumpy ride
since first year but I'm very happy with the destination where I've landed.

I have truly enjoyed my time in Mercy Mounthawk and have been honoured to wear the Black and
Amber colours of the school at events. I would like to thank Ms. Moriarty and Ms. Stokes for everything
they’ve done for me over the years. They have really made the experience a thousand times better,
giving me support and opportunities to better myself at every turn and I know they’ll be doing the
same for people well after I leave Mounthawk. I’ve had an amazing time and hope others do as well.”

by Cillian griffin

@ Mercy Mounthawk
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Mr. Stack

We may not have been able to physically travel too
far from Mercy Mounthawk this year, but we were
certainly able to virtually travel -  and that we did
with gusto!

In January, all 1st and 4th years took part in the Mounthawk
Steps Challenge where the aim was to pool our steps count
together and walk the 6,000km from our school to New York
City.  In conjunction with the active leisure TY class, students
were asked to track their steps and aim for 10,000 a day to stay
healthy and active during lockdown. Weekly progress reports
were published on google classroom. We well surpassed our
original goal and had reached New York city 2 weeks ahead of
schedule with plenty of miles to spare! Class 1.1 were crowned
the overall winners of our adventure.

I would like to thank our first years who have adapted to these
strange times so well and kept those steps up. Exercise and fresh
air has never been so important. Thank you also to the active
leisure fourth years who have being assisting you each week.

Staff Walking Challenge 
Our Mounthawk staff also rose to the challenge over lockdown;
they initially planned to walk from Mizen Head to Malin Point.
However, such was staff enthusiasm that they reached that goal
in two days! They continued on a virtual tour of Europe through
Scotland, London, Euro Disney, Paris, Munich and St. Moritz. The
group covered a staggering 6,243 kilometres. It gave a lift to
those involved and kept fitness levels and morale high during
January.

Mercy Mounthawk

Step Challenge 

Ballybunion Beach

Torc Mountain

Littor Strand, Asdee

Gemma’s
Uniforms

Gemma’s will be in the school on Wednesday 12th & Thursday 13th August from 9.30am - 4.00pmUniforms may be ordered or purchased on these dates.
Please phone Mai on 087 944 1949if you have any queries

Irish Second Level
Schools Quiz
The Irish Second Level Schools Quiz for Junior Cycle
Students in association with the Education Credit Union
took place on 12th May. There were four students per team
and the quiz was held online under strict rules. Our team
of Padraig O’Halloran, Emma Ryan, Alice Fitzgibbon and
Jacinta Griffin (2nd year) came 25th out of over 260 teams
that took part. Well done to all involved. 



Red Flags
Young Social Innovators (YSI) is a “social
awareness and active citizenship and
education programme” for 15-18 year olds in
Ireland. Its main goal is to get young people
involved in action, which helps improve the
lives of others in their community.

Our project Red Flags - Break the Silence’ aims
to tackle the issue of toxic relationships whilst
encouraging young people to openly discuss relationships in a
safe environment.   Our First action as a group was to create an
official Instagram page so we could promote any events we had
planned. Next, we organised a fundraiser for ADAPT Kerry. We
sold Christmas treats to students and teachers in the school and
we successfully raised over €764 for ADAPT Kerry (Kerry’s
Women's Refugee and Support Service). We designed a Mural
for our lockers in school. The Mural had information that would
help our fellow students identify the signs of a toxic relationship.
We also planned a scavenger hunt for Junior Cycle students as
part of our SPHE Pack called “Break the Silence” to help them
identify signs of toxic relationships. We were unable to host this
event however, due to COVID restrictions.

As part of our project, we decided to fundraise for Women’s Aid
- An Irish Women’s Domestic Violence service. Due to COVID
Restrictions, we decide to do this fundraiser virtually and the
name of our initiative is #Bake2Donate. The idea of this
fundraiser is that you would bake something - it can be sweet
or savoury and when you have finished baking you would
upload a photo of your bake on social media then you would
donate €2 or more to Women’s Aid (via text or through the
women’s aid website). To keep the trend going we asked that
you then #bake2donate and nominate 3 people you would like
to continue the trend next. Social media influencer Emma
Kearney shared our hastag with her over 141,00 followers and
our campaign video has been viewed around 4,000 times. 

In March, we made our speak out video as part of the national
YSI Speak Out Tour. We received huge support from the local
community and others around the country. Our classmate Roise
did an interview with RTE about our project and this video is
now up on their website. Two of our classmates also did an
interview with our local radio station Radio Kerry. We entered
the national YSI competition and out of over 350 projects, we
won the overall Gold Award and the Digital Innovators Award,
supported by Virgin Media, for addressing online safety and
wellbeing amongst young people. From here we appeared on
Ireland AM and we are currently working with Virgin Media to
create a television ad campaign and an SPHE lesson pack for
schools. We are so grateful for all of the help and support we
have received from the local community and we are very excited
to see how this campaign progresses in the future.  Our
instagram handle is @redflags_ysi2020 if you would like to keep
up with what is happening with our project!!

by Jennifer Murphy

Anxiety Society is a group of twenty-five Transition Year students
who also took part in this year’s Young Social Innovators
Competition. Our group came together and started to brainstorm
ways we could spread positivity and messages about positive
mental health in our community, without contacting people
directly. This is where we came up with the idea of creating
‘positivity rocks’. During the year, we painted inspirational
messages on hundreds of rocks and placed them around Tralee,
hoping to make people’s days a bit better! We positioned our rock
trail along local popular route ways in the town such as the canal,
Town Park and local woodlands. We have been in the local paper
twice and we have received lots of messages on our social medial
page from people saying how much they enjoy our rocks. The
goal of our project was to empower people who deal with anxiety.
We understood that it was a stretch for us to aim to fully eradicate
anxiety among people. However, we did take the initiative to help
people talk about it and make it less stigmatised. 

At the end of the year, our project was shortlisted for the Young
Social Innovators National Awards 2021 and we got into the last
30 teams in the Country for our efforts!

YSI National Winners

Anxiety Society G
roup
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Spring Photo Challenge
The first of these was the ‘Spring into Action’ photo
competition.  Students were asked to get out into the fresh
Spring air, take some pictures from their locality and send in
their most creative/imaginative entries into our photo
competition. The response was immense and the pictures
that were submitted were just stunning as you will see from
some of the winning entries we have included on this page. 

Physical Challenges 
Mr. Stack and the TY Active Leisure class organised some fun
physical challenges for Health Promotion Week. A number
of TY Active Leisure students uploaded a video
demonstration of different physical challenges and then
students across the school community were asked to
practice them at home, then record themselves doing the
challenges and upload them to Google Classroom. It was a
great success and there was huge competition among the
year groups to see what class would come on top!

Spring Bake Off 
The second of our health promotion competitions was a
‘Spring Bake Off’ competition. We challenged all students
to bake their favourite Spring creations - It could be in the
form of a cupcake, a cake pop, a cake or other culinary
delight. We asked students to be as creative as possible, to
use bright colours and things that represent Spring.  This
competition was very visual and students were told that the
judges would be ‘eating with their eyes’ so they were
encouraged to present their bakes attractively and
creatively - Some used flowers, Easter eggs, sweets and
baskets for presentation. Some cakes were in the shape of
Spring lambs and Easter bunnies and some pictured their
creations outside. There was a huge response to the
competition and the standard was so high that it made the
judges’ decision very difficult.  Congratulations to all who
got involved and well done to the deserving winners. 

TY Nutritionist Talk 
As part of Health Promotion Week our TY students took part
in an online event with a qualified nutritionist. It was a very
informative presentation and there was much positive
feedback from TY students. The nutritionist shared some
very useful advice on how the food you eat every day can
boost your energy levels and improve your overall health.
There was a question and answer session at the end where
students got answers to their own food, nutrition and
health questions.

6th Year Mindfulness and Relaxation Talk 
Mr. Houlihan visited all of our sixth year students and
imparted some practical advice about dealing with stress
and anxiety.  He also alerted them to and posted on Google
Classroom some links to videos and presentations on short
deep breathing exercises, guided meditations and visual
relaxations. 

Health    
Promotion

Last March we spent two weeks before the Easter holidays engaging in
different events, activities and competitions as part of health promotion
in our school community.  As with many other school events over the past
year and a half, our Health Promotion Week had to be re-imagined to suit
the situation regarding Covid 19. The spirits of our Health Promotion team
however, were not dampened by the challenges, they put their creative
thinking caps on and came up with many wonderful events and activities
that took place over the fortnight. 
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All the proceeds from the night went towards Saint Vincent
De Paul. We had a link in the description of the video where
people could donate. We raised €1300. This figure shows
the overwhelming compassion within our community and
surpassed out hopes for the night.  

The show was a massive success and proved to all of us that
our TY experience was not going to be spoiled completely
by COVID-19 restrictions. The TY fashion show students
were awarded a Garda Youth Achievement Award for their
group effort in organising this year's show; a fantastic
achievement for a fantastic cause, well done everyone!!

Staff 
Charity
Donation 
The staff of Mercy Secondary School Mounthawk
presented donations to local charities again this
year, as the proceeds of their annual Christmas
raffle were handed out.  The staff raffle is an annual
event for many years now but this year took on a
different feel due to lockdowns and COVID
restrictions.  Collecting money and promoting the
raffle and its prizes was a very different experience.
The team used a variety of methods even including
video productions and eventually a live broadcast!
That donations remained high and that such an
amount was raised once again this year was down
to the dedication of a small team of staff who put a
huge effort in.  The final draw broadcast was tuned
into by the entire staff on an evening in December
and was on a par with any television production
you’ll ever see!

“The beneficiaries chosen this year all have a need for extra support as a
result of the pandemic and we hope that what we can give is of some
help to them” said draw organiser Mary Savage. The school raised €3,300
and donations were made to the Kerry Cancer Support Group, Kerry
Adolescent Counselling Services, ADAPT, and Tralee Soup Kitchen. 

by Coren Hughes

Recording for this year's TY virtual fashion show, after
weeks of preparation, began during the last week of
November. Videos of each category were shot in different
locations around Tralee, Unfortunately, we could not model
clothes from local shops this year and had to upcycle
clothing from our own wardrobes instead, but this did not
stop us from creating some truly amazing outfits. 

As the time of the premiere approached on that cheerful
Friday afternoon, we were filled with anticipation and
excitement, chatting to each other over our phones while
we waited for the video to go up. The virtual fashion show
was tremendous with its inspiring outfits and numerous
dance and music videos such as ‘Girls Just Wanna Have Fun’,
and the famous Queen song that shares its name with our
theme ‘Don't Stop Me Now!’ Everyone was pleased to see
surprise celebrity appearances from the likes of Neven
Maguire and Celia Holman Lee and the whole night
sparked some joy in the community which has been lacking
on occassion during these tough times.
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European Ambassador
Schools Programme 
2020/2021 

by Rhea Lukose 

European Studies has been running in Mercy
Mounthawk for many years and this is the fifth year
that Mercy Mounthawk has been an ambassador
school for the European Parliament. Our first event
this year was The Goalmine project - a competition
set up by Tralee IT to encourage students to make a
product/ service for the over 65’s in Europe. 

Two group in the school made it through to the finals with projects.
One of the groups who named their project ‘Ageless' produced an
idea for an app with the aim of providing physical health resources
for over 65’s. The second group were the LGBTQ+ Visibility group.
Their aim was to make safe spaces for over 65’s who are a part of the
LGBTQ+ community. The LGBTQ+ Visibility group won the runner’s 
up prize. 

Our class also participated in Euroscola. During the two-hour zoom
with the parliament in Strasbourg, we had the opportunity to learn
about the European Parliament, its members, and policies. We also
got the chance to ask the vice-president of the European Union
important questions about the future of the European Union and
propose our ideas to them. 

This year’s annual European Youth Parliament, Munster
Session was held in Feburary. It was held online due to
COVID-19. The sessions were held on zoom and lasted
four days. The first two days were spent getting to know
our committees and developing ideas.  On the third and
fourth day we had the general assembly. It was a great
learning experience and we made many new friends.
Mairead McCarthy and Paula Holmes both made it
through to the national session.

Our last event was a Model Council event which is
ordinarily held in Dublin castle but like many other
events this year it was moved online. This is an annual
debate for secondary schools organised by the European
Commission Representation in Ireland. Mairead and
Jason represented Mercy Mounthawk as Romania.

It was a great year and I found it an incredible experience to participate in so many different
events and competitions! We will remember it for many years to come.
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Graduation
Ceremony

This years’ Leaving Cert Graduation Ceremony
took place in the school on 19th May. 
It was a lovely occasion where we said a 
formal farewell to the class of 2021. It was an
emotional day for many students, teachers 
and I am sure parents alike, a day filled with
nostalgia, memories and well wishes. 
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Planning for the Graduation Ceremony started months before
the event and a team of dedicated teachers met regularly in
an effort to organise an event that would allow us celebrate
this special rite of passage for our sixth year students in a
meaningful way, while at the same time ensuring that the
health and safety of all our school community was maintained.
Having consulted with members of the school community and
in particular the 6th year students themselves, it became
apparent that another online event was not going to spark joy
and enthusiasm among our leaving cert class and so it was
time to get creative. 

Mr. Fleming and his production team of Mr. Redican, Mr. Nolan,
Mr. Andrecuetti and Alyssa Fleming put their heads together
and came up with a very ambitious plan on how to carry out a
live, socially distanced event, where our students got to
celebrate with their peers while also allowing their parents to
be part of the audience live from their own homes.  There was
talk of ‘roaming cameras’, ‘set cameras’, 'sound desks’ and much
more that quite frankly was well outside my realm of
understanding! All this talk however came to full fruition on
the day as we celebrated the end of a very significant chapter
in our students’ lives. 

The ceremony began with our Opening Hymn May the Road
Rise to Meet You while the roaming cameras went around to
each class group in their classrooms. Fr. Padráig opened the
proceedings by welcoming everyone, and highlighting the
importance of this milestone in the lives of all in the Leaving
Cert class of 2021. It is a time to look back and cherish the
memories and the friendships and to look to the future and
the many hopes for the future that lie ahead. 

Our Head Boy, Allen Ybanez and Head Girl, Keela Huges then
addressed their peers. While they spoke about the hardships
that each of them had endured as a year group, particularly
over the past two years, they “remember only the good times
spent in Mounthawk”.  

Our religious service continued with Olamide Obadina reading
the Liturgy and Emily Heaslip Singing Mo Ghrá thú for the
psalm. This was followed by a meaningful procession of
symbols representing different areas of school life.  Fr. Padraig
then brought the Prayer Service to an end. 

Mr. O’Roarke began his address by referencing and showing a
piece of artwork that had been given to him by a past pupil. It
had a quotation from Franklin D. Roosevelt on it ‘A Smooth Sea
Never Made a Skilled Sailor’.  This quotation as Mr. O’Roarke
pointed out, is very apt in terms of the experiences of our sixth
year students over the past two years. We are all captains of
our own ship, learning how to sail and to manage ourselves as
we navigate the waters of life. This years’ Leaving Cert students
however “have not had the luxury of easy sailing through a
smooth sea - they have had the opposite, they have had the

storms and the choppy waters”.  This year, students have been
called on again and again “to tack, to trim your sails, to adjust
and to develop personal skills to make yourself a better sailor
in your own life.” 

Mr. O’Roarke asked each of the students to reflect on their own
personal growth over the past year and half. The choppy seas
called on them to find self-discipline, to make decisions each
day, decisions to turn up, to be online, to continue to learn in
the midst of all the uncertainty. The rough waters challenged
them to make strategic, adult decisions regarding the Leaving
cert. Each student was called upon to be captain of their own
ship, “to sail your own course and to discover within yourself
what is true for you”.  Making these important decisions and
following through on those decisions has provided a
wonderful learning experience, one which every one of our
students will carry forth on the rest of their journey through
life. 

Mr. O’Roarke ended by wishing everyone the best of luck and
a safe voyage - “I Hope you have smooth waters and I hope
beyond that, that when you meet the storms - and you will
meet them in life - the resilience that you have gained over the
past year and a half, the lessons you have had in captaining
your own ship will stand you in really good stead.”  

Each of our sixth year students then came forward from their
rooms, class by class to collect their graduating certificates.
Then there was a live presentation of awards to our sixth year
students and our top awards: LCA student of the year, Arts and
Humanities Award, Sportsperson of the Year Award, Ceist
Award, Board of Management Award, Principal’s Award and
the Catherine McAuley Award were presented. (Details on
these awards and of all our awards are on page 28). 

Mr. O’Roarke sincerely thanked the dedicated team of Tech
Crew, RE teachers, decorators, caretakers, secretaries and staff
who worked so hard to make this a really special ceremony. We
then finished with some pictures and memories from different
events and moments over the past six years with the final song,
A Moment Like This, being performed by Megan Tearle and
Samuel Abubakar. We wish the Class of 2021 a fond farewell as
they move on to their next adventure. We wish them health
and happiness as they embark on the next step of their voyage
through life.

You can view theGraduation Ceremonyin its entirety 
on this link -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVsVjK_
MLow&t=1058s
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2021

This year we celebrated the achievements of so many wonderful
students in our Annual Awards Ceremony which took place
online and was streamed to all of the school community on
Thursday 27th May.  

Each year the Awards committee consult with the staff to get
nominations under the various award categories. They then tally
the nominations and produce the list of winners. This year, Mr
Kissane sent the nomination forms electronically to all staff and
a staggering 1,529 nominations came in.  After Mr. Kissane had
compiled all the nominations together, it was over to the
production team of Mr. Fleming, Mr. Nolan and Mr. Redican to
take it from there.   

Mr. Redican was our Master of Ceremonies for the event and
after a bit of fun to start off the night, he got the show on the
road. We had many award winners in the Christian Leadership,
Comhar, School Spirit and Diligence categories. Students who
excelled academically in the different subject areas were also
honoured. Gráinne Carmody and Patrick Nolan were the
recipients of the Senior Maths Award, Kieran Collins was
awarded the Tadhg O’Connell Memorial Award for excellence
in Physics and Daire Doyle O’Brien got the Special Recognition
in Senior Science Award. Our winner of the Excellence in
STEM Award went to Rachel Feeley and Special Recognition
in Science was awarded to Conor Bradshaw, David Hughes and
Dara Newsome for their wonderful achievements with their
SPECS initiative.  This years’ gradam gaeilge was awarded to
Nicola Moriarty.

We had some wonderful musical performances throughout the
night with two piano performances, the first from Patrick Nolan
and the second from Caoimhe Dowling.  We also had Gearoid
Meehan performing his original Song - In The Same Boat and we
finished the night with a wonderful performance of A Moment
Like This by Megan Tearle and Samuel Abubakar. 

Mr. Dowling and Ms. Ní Mhuircheartaigh announced our Sports
Awards in honouring those students who have excelled in sport
throughout their time in Mercy Mounthawk. The Football Awards
went to our Kerry Minors Joey Nagle, Shane Bastible, Dean Rusk,
Darragh O Sullivan and Sean Broderick.  The Soccer Award to
Conor Gaynor, Basketball to James Fernane, Zygimantas Kaletka
and Sean Collins. The Hurling accolade was presented to Jack
Sheehan and Athletics to Cillian Griffin. A special mention was
given on the night to Shane Daly, 6th year, who has given so much
to the sports department in helping out with kits and bags and
organisation with buses, etc.  The girls’ sports Award went to Cora
Savage for Basketball and to Liana Williams and Cora Savage for
Football. 

The Sports Person of the Year Award went to two students.
Firstly, to Cillian Griffin, for his wonderful achievements in
Athletics. He has represented his school and county with
distinction. He has also represented Ireland and is on the
European squad for the World Championships.  The second Award
went to Cora Savage for her immense contribution to the sporting
life of the school down through the years. She has been reliable,
supportive and unwavering in her commitment to everything she
has put her mind to throughout her time in the school.  

The Arts and Humanities Award for 2021 went to Matthew
Dineen. Matthew has been involved in the Arts in one form or
another since he came in the door of the school six years ago. He
has graced the stage of Siamsa Tíre both in Leading roles and as
part of the Chorus in almost all of our plays and musicals over the
past six years. He has been a member of the school choir, has
taken part in Flash Mobs and has performed as part of the
centenary sessions to name just a few.  

The Martha Brassil Award is an award that is given to students
who have faced challenges throughout their time in the school
and who have met those challenges and overcome them with
courage, resilience and with determination The Joint winners of
the 2021 Martha Brassil Award were Ella Curtin and Caoimhe
Doyle.  

Awards Night

Principal’s Award
Allen Ybanez

Principal’s Award
Kieran Collins

Female Sports Person 
of the Year

Cora Savage

Catherine McAuley
Award

Samuel Abubakar

Male Sports Person of
the Year

Cillian griffin

Catherine McAuley 
Award

Keela Hughs
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Head Boy, Allen Ybanez and Head Girl Keela Hughes were up
next to announce the Student Choice Award which was
selected by 6th year students. This year the award went to
Samuel Abubakar who Keela described as “reliable” “sociable”
“someone who got along with everyone” and “who put a smile
on our faces” particularly in this tough year. 

Mr. Kissane announced Erin O’Sullivan as this years’ LCA Student
of the Year. He commended Erin’s ‘fantastic engagement online
as well as in class’. He also commented on her willingness to get
involved and for always having her work done to a high
standard. 

The Chairperson of the Board of Management, Sr. Bernadette
Costello took to the stage and congratulated all of the class
2021. She acknowledged the parents who had supported their
sons and daughters along their journey to this point and she
also recognised the work of the teachers, the Principal and the
management team in what was an extremely challenging year.
She went on to present the Board of Management Awards to
Kate Waldron and Patrick Nolan for their outstanding
contribution to the life of Mercy Mounthawk throughout their
six years here.  These students have given of their time, shared
their talents to bring success to the school and demonstrated
leadership qualities through various activities and various roles
over the past number of years. They have “inspired their peers”
and their very presence has made a difference. 

The next award was the CEIST award and Sr. Bernadette
announced Emily Heaslip and Brian Shanahan as the winners of
this award. Both students have demonstrated that they have the
ability to swim against the tide which is not easy to do today.
“These students have got the balance right. They have had the
courage of their convictions - They are brave enough to do what
they feel is right despite pressure from peers and yet in doing
so they are happy fulfilled, ambitious, they strive for excellence
and they have done so in all their endeavours.”

The Principal, Mr. O’Roarke presented the final four awards of
the night. According to Mr. O’Roarke, these four students have
shown themselves to have discovered within them their abilities
and talents and they have had the courage and the fortitude to
step outside their comfort zone and to live out their own beliefs.
The first Principal’s Award was presented to Kieran Collins for
his contribution to the spirit and the life of the school, for his
optimism and positivity and for bringing light and joy to so
many activities and events throughout his time in Mercy
Mounthawk. The second Principal’s Award was presented to
Allen Ybanez, for his commitment to the school throughout his
time here, for stepping outside of his comfort zone in so many
ways, in the last two years in particular, for sharing his incredible
artistic skills and for his huge role in the Student Council. 

The next awards were the Catherine Mc Auley Awards, the first
of these awards went to Keela Hughes.  Keela has been a part of
so many different activities and events throughout her time in
the school; from school plays and musicals, to sporting events,
to her role in the student council and her unwavering
commitment and determination especially during the last year
in keeping Friday Fest alive. The final award recipient was Samuel
Abubakar. Samuel, as Mr. O’Roarke pointed out has been at
almost every event that has taken place in the school in the past
six years and he has given of himself and of his talents so
generously over and over again throughout that time. 

Mr. O’Roarke finished up by congratulating each and every one
of our award winners and by wishing all of our sixth years the
very best as they voyage forwards. We hope that the seas they
travel on are an awful lot calmer than they have been over the
past two academic years.  

Congratulations to all! If anyone would like to see the awards
night in its entirety with the full list of recipients, you can do so
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OdushLI1JkM&t=2135s. 

LCA Student of the Year
Erin O’Sullivan

CEIST Award
Emily Heaslip

CEIST Award
Brian Shanahan

Arts & Humanities
Award

Matthew Dineen

Board of Management
Award

Patrick Nolan

Board of Management
Award

Kate Waldron



Excellence in State Ex
ams Leaving Cert 2020

Diana Meriaki
625 points 

Studying Biomedical 
Engineeering in NUIG 

Naughton Scholarship

Worth €20,000: €5,000 
for each year of 

Undergraduate Degree

Charlotte 
O’Halloran
625 points

Studying Actuarial and 
Financial Studies in UCD

Ad Astra Scholarship 
UCD

Mairead Kearney
613 points

Studying Law and 
Business in UCC 

Timothy Grimes
613 points

Studying Engineering 
in UCC 

Cian Devine
589 points

Studying Engineering 
in UL

Sean Hennessy
613 points

Studying Physics and 
Astrophysics in UCC 

Harry Emerson
589 points

Studying Law and 
Business in UCC

Isabelle Lynch
601 points

Currently taking 
the year out

Nour Khidr
601 points

Currently taking 
the year out

Kate O’Keeffe
589 points

Studying Dietetics in
Queen Margaret 

University, Edingurgh

Michael Moynihan
589 points

Studying International
Arts in UCC
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Our TY Active Leisure students set up and
organised an Orienteering event for 1st
years. It was a wonderful success and was
a great opportunity for our first years to
get out and about doing an activity. 

TRANSITION YEAR ACTIVE LEISURE 

Orienteering 
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We have witnessed first-hand over the past two years the
value and importance of ICT as an educational tool. While
teachers and students alike certainly found challenges back
in March 2019, when the schools were forced to close with
only a few hours warning, we have evolved and progressed
at pace and most could not see themselves teaching and
learning without using technology and the skills that they
have learned over the past two school years. We have seen
the value of our online classroom platform for
communications between teachers and students, for
holding online assemblies, information talks and of course
as a tool for submitting homework and providing students
with formative feedback. 

OVERFLOW AREA
To support the students in their learning over the past
eighteen months, we have made many changes. We
designed an Overflow area in a central location in the school.
This is a fully supervised area where students use their own
devices or a school device to gain remote access to their
class via a live stream on Google Classroom. Each student
has a set of headphones and can communicate with the
teacher and the rest of their class group remotely. 

STUDENT PORTAL
We have also developed a Student Portal. This is a central
place for important student information. Within the portal,
students have access to information about the Student
Council, the different committees involved and the work
they do. Students have access to all relevant Health and
Safety information, particularly relating to Covid 19
protocols, they have access to induction and information
videos regarding the school itself and also instructional
videos on how to use our online platforms. There is also a
section with information for parents/guardians. 

STUDENT PORTFOLIOS
Within this Portal, we are also developing a Student Portfolio
page. This is a personal page customised to each student in
the school. It is tailored to the course you are studying i.e.
Junior Cycle or Senior Cycle. It contains folders for each of
your subjects, it has information on the different clubs,
societies and extra-curricular activities that are available,
there is a place for you to set goals and to track them and
change them as you go along your educational journey.
There is also a section for personal reflection, which is a key
skill of the new Junior Cycle in particular. Going forward, this
portal will include submissions from students, including
blogs, articles and samples of work. We look forward to
developing it further in the coming years. 

Mercy Secondary School Mounthawk is one of five Kerry
schools selected for inclusion in the Safe Routes to School
(SRTS) Programme to support walking and cycling
infrastructure for primary and post-primary schools. The
scheme was announced in March of this year, with 932
schools (representing almost one in four schools in the state)
expressing interest. The Safe Routes to School programme
aims to create safer walking and cycling routes within
communities, alleviate congestion at the school gates and
increase the number of students who walk or cycle to school
by providing walking and cycling facilities.

The improvements to the school commute range from an
upgraded footpath or new cycle lane to a complete
reworking of the road outside a school’s entrance. Cycle and
scooter parking will be provided to most schools that are
part of the programme. Minister for Education Norma Foley
TD said, “It is clear from the level of interest in the Safe Routes
to School programme that school communities are
committed to finding new and creative means of walking,
scooting and cycling safely to school. I look forward to
seeing the imaginative and fun ways our communities
reinvent these active pathways to schools.”

Mounthawk will team up with Kerry county council and SRTS
Infrastructure Officers in mid-August to begin work on the
project. In all, €15 million has been allocated to the 170
schools which were chosen from the almost one thousand
expressions of interest. The money will be provided from the
€1.8 billion funding earmarked in the Programme for
Government to support sustainable transport. 

ICT - Online
Classroom 
Platforms and 
Student Portal 



Farewell ... Slán agus Beannacht - Adieu 
Bon Voyage - Thank You
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This year we say goodbye and offer our thanks and best wishes
to many familiar faces who have given so much to the Mercy
Mounthawk community throughout their time here.  

Retirements
In October, Ms. Quane retired from her post as Deputy
Principal in Mercy Mounthawk. Nora began in Moyderwell in
1997 as a Geography and English teacher and became Deputy
Principal in 2011. Throughout the years she provided support,
compassion and kindness to so many students and staff, and
her sense of kindness and good humour was infectious. We
wish to acknowledge Nora’s commitment and dedication as a
teacher and a Deputy Principal and we wish her many happy
and healthy days in the years ahead.

We want to bid a fond farewell to Mary Savage our long
standing school accounts secretary. Mary began her time as
secretary in Ballonagh and moved with us to Mounthawk in
2001.  Throughout her years here, Mary has worked dilligently

and efficiently and has kept us all on the straight and narrow.
She is much more than a school secretary, she has fuly
immersed herself into the life of the school. Her wisdom, her
drive and her fun loving personality has brought so much to
our school community. Mary has organised so many different
social events, raffles, fundraisers and much much more. Mary,
we wish you all the best in your retirement. You will be greatly
missed.  

We would also like to wish Mary Enright (Science and Biology),
Ray Hickey (Metalwork and Engineering), Noreen O’Connor
(English) the very best of luck in their retirements. We also wish
Karen O’Carroll (Music and Religious Education), who is leaving
us to move closer to home, the very best in her new school. 

Thank you all for your commitment and dedication to the
school throughout your time here and we wish you good
health and happiness into the future. 

Mary EnrightNora Quane Ray Hickey Noreen o’Connor Mary Savage

1st Place
Credit Union 
Regional Art Competition
Congratulations to Ellie Stack in 5th year
on winning 1st prize in the 14-17 age 
category of the Credit Union Regional 
Art Competition with this stunning piece. 



Dear Parents/Guardians,
What a strange year it has been. The Parents’ Council very
much had to reinvent itself to make sure we managed to stay
in touch with you all during this pandemic year. 

So, we started with a bang and decided to continue to hold
our monthly meeting.  We purchased Zoom and after a rocky
start we all had the hang of it and managed to have very
successful and productive meetings. First things first, we
managed to get a secretary and a treasurer, and a parent to
update our website, this was a definitely a highlight for me!

There was no slacking off as we launched into our Christmas
fundraiser.  This was a great collaboration between the school
and the Parent Council as we really had to think outside the
box to overcome some obstacles, and that we did.  A local
company, Aspen Grove Solutions, sponsored the prizes and
Hugh Culloty very kindly added a prize.  We made €5490 which
was put to good use in technology investment within the
school.

We focused on inclusion this year and have started with small
steps.  The invitation to join the Parent Council meetings is now
going out in English and one other language each month.  We
invited a student representative to address the Parents’ Council
about biodiversity within the school.  It was lovely to hear this
from a different perspective and we hope to continue to build
strong links with the students.

We also managed to get a few concrete items over the line.
The purchase of a P.E. t-shirt has been removed from the 1st
year list.  The P.E. book is still on the book list and will be used
for CBAs in second and third year. 

Before we know it, September will be upon us and already the
Parent Council has plans to support the school in another
fundraising initiative.  The Parent Council also updated its
funding request form to help us maintain transparency and
accountability. This new fundraiser form will be in use for all
further requests from different projects within the school.  The
school is modernising the fitness suite and looking at ways of
maximising our students using this facility.  We will be running
a clothes donation drive so if you are doing a clear out over
the summer please consider holding onto your unwanted
treasures and allowing the school to benefit from them.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Deputy Principal,
Shane Kissane, for attending our meetings. It is great to be able
to get immediate answers to some of our questions and to be
pointed in the right direction for others. I would also like to
thank all the parents who have attended our meetings over
the last year and who have contributed in different ways. A
special thanks also to Angie, our enthusiastic secretary, Mary
our careful treasurer and Elaine our energetic PRO, you have
been a great bunch to work with.  It is great to see the parent
council growing.  It is always lovely to see new faces and hear
fresh ideas so bring a friend to our next meeting. Hopefully,
we might even get to meet each other in person in September
but until then have a great summer.

Kind regards,

Rachel Fitzgerald
Chairperson of Parents’ Council

Parents Council Report
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Our whole school community is bereft of a wonderful, joyful, optimistic and creative
friend and colleague though the sudden passing of Mary on Good Friday. All of us who
were fortunate enough to encounter Mary in Mercy Mounthawk were enriched by the
experience. As someone recently commented - ‘she met you with a smile on her face
and you left her company with a smile on yours’. 

Mary’s commitment and loyalty to Mercy Mounthawk was immense and her influence
was incredibly wide-ranging. She volunteered selflessly for so many school events:
plays, musicals, TY trips, end of year shows, school tours, junk couture, office work and
much more.

Mary’s bright smile and good sense of humour filled every room she walked into. She
had many talents and she shared them willingly.  Mary touched the lives of so many of
us here in Mercy Mounthawk and she will always have a special place in our hearts. 

May her gentle soul rest in peace. 

Ms. Mary Barry
rEMEMbErING OUr frIEND & COLLEAGUE

2021
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by Ronan Redican 

“Persistence and resilience only come
from having been given the chance to
work through difficult problems.”
gever Tulley

Every year, our transition year students look forward to a year
of adventure, exploration and new experiences ... but in a year
of uncertainty, lockdown and 5K limits, what could our TY class
of 2020-21 hope for? 

With ever shifting sands, TY planning in May 2020 anticipated
the worst and best case scenarios for our students. We
modified the timetable, changed our work shadowing
procedures and introduced a suite of measures to ensure that
their TY experience could measure up to any of our previous
transition years.

In September, we challenged our students to set their goals
for the year. In our induction, we explained that the theme of
the year would be ‘resilience’ and that no matter what; we were
going to have the year of our lives! In their exit interviews last
month, our TY students demonstrated that they had achieved
incredible goals, used the year to grow, mature and gain so
many life skills that will stand to them throughout life.

Yes, Lockdown was a challenge but we still did all the usual TY
stuff: we went surfing and instead walked the beautiful
Glantanassig. Our TYs ran the Christmas food drive, were
involved in the carol service, we had paintballing and pizzas
and even when the doors were locked in school we carried on!
We virtually walked Mount Everest, we snapped the area, we
baked, we completed online courses and attended virtual
talks. We competed in our Eco Unesco, Scifest and in the John
Hooper awards. We had Formula 1, Enterprise, Gold Mine, and
many many other brilliant competitions- oh and our YSI groups
won the YSI competition, Yes won the competition, a
competition we have been so near winning for the last 13
years!  We went on tough 20k Gaisce walks, ran sports days,
cycled for charity and we even went (finally!!!) Coasteering. Yes,
We have been challenged by the Covid reality, but our
students were certainly not found wanting. 

One of the highlights for me was our Fashion show. An annual
event, held in our School Gym, this was not possible under the
strict Covid guidelines. However, with great resilience and
ingenuity from Ms O'Leary and her very capable team, we
moved it online and not only showcased wonderful fashion,
but the incredible beauty of our local area. It was a resounding
success and raised important funds for Saint Vincent De Paul.

With uncertainty over the possibility of sending students out
on work shadowing, we introduced the world of work module.
We provided an online Hospitality course with certification in
Customer Service, Food Hygiene, Manual Handling, Allergy
Awareness, Fire Safety and Health and Safety. Our students
attended IBEC TY TALKS 21, which gave them an insight into
the world of work, the skills of the future and different career
pathways. They attended medicine preparation courses, law
modules, Stripe entrepreneur programmes, had virtual visits
to factories and labs and Listened to futurists, business minds,
educators, young leaders and entrepreneurs.

This year we introduced a law module, where some of our TY
students sparred with each other on many important legal
topics and this culminated with a brilliant mock trial. With
wellbeing at the forefront of all our minds this year, we brought
in Yoga and there was certainly more Zen and calm in the air
than Covid! 

Our TY Show and Awards night was a resounding success, with
brilliant music, skits and drama on show for the world to see
and massive congratulations to all our award winners! 

I want to thank our TY students for their constant engagement
during the year and despite the challenges faced by our reality,
they were, for me, the easiest group to work with.

I would like to also take this opportunity to thank the teachers
who, this year, went above and beyond.  Our teachers have
worked hard on your behalf, in the classroom, online and
volunteering to coach and chaperone you on your various
competitions and jaunts, giving their time to make sure you
had a great time.

I want to thank the parents and guardians for trusting us with
your son or daughter, and for giving us the support during the
year, especially this year, to run a great Transition Year.

I want to thank the Board of Management and the senior
school management, especially Ms. Muldoon Walsh, Mr.
Fleming, Mr. Kissane and Mr. O’Roarke ... they have supported
everything we have done, looked for solutions, ideas and
especially cover for our Transition Year.

Transitio
n Year 202

0-2021
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Our Annual Carol Service is one of the highlights of the school
year. In usual times, our school choir, our traditional musicians
and our readers would flock in large numbers to St. Brendan’s
church to perform reflective readings, festive tunes and
traditional carols for the large congregation. However, in the
midst of a Level 5 Lockdown as a result of the Covid 19 Pandemic,
this year’s celebrations had to be re-imagined and we started
planning for a virtual event instead.  We were delighted when
Radio Kerry agreed to get involved with our project and we
worked together to get our Carol Service recorded for broadcast.  

Mercy Mounthawk’s Christmas Carol Service 2020 aired on Radio
Kerry on Christmas Day and it is fair to say that all of the students
and teachers involved put in a wonderful effort to produce such
a high quality, thought provoking and reflective carol service.
We would like to thank Radio Kerry for allowing us the
opportunity to showcase some of the wonderful talent we have
in abundance here in Mercy Mounthawk. 

Christmas
C A r O L  S E r v I C E

I want to remember our dear colleague and friend, Mary
Barry. Mary was the backbone of events like this, she was a
core member of the Transition Year team, always there to
support both the students and teachers, she was always
there to volunteer, teach and have a good laugh with. We
miss you Mary.

I want to pay special thanks to the TY Core Team, Betty
Farrell, Cora McElligott, Christine Ryan, Karen O’Carroll,
Liam Culloty and Will Nolan. To put it simply, I could not run
the year without their help, support and expertise. They
have guided and mentored our students over the years
and we owe a lot to them for all they give ... thank you!

Finally, I want to pay special tribute to Karen O’Carroll, our
wonderful tutor, music teacher and YSI extraordinaire! Ms.
O’Carroll is leaving Mercy Mounthawk to return to her
native shores, I wish you well Karen and we will all miss you
terribly. 

The year was strange, tough and challenging, but, it was
also an incredible life affirming year. This year, Covid may
have shut down the country, but it did not shut down
Mercy Mounthawk’s TY year and I know that our students
leave the transition year ready to take on any challenge
and ready to take on 5th year!



OUTLINE CALENDAR 2021/2022
Due to the uncertainty around Covid 19, we are not in a position to provide 
a full calendar of events for the school year. We will keep you updated on all 
future events on the School App once we have guidance from the HSE and 

the Department of Education. 

Mercy Mounthawk Secondary School Mounthawk, Tralee, County Kerry
Phone: 066 7102550 | Fax: 066 7102597 | www.mercymounthawk.ie | Email: admin@mercymounthawk.ie 

Twitter: @MounthawkMercy

SCHOOL RE-OPENINg DATES

Friday 27th August                      1st year students begin school 

Monday 30th August                  T.Y. students return to school

Tuesday 31st August                   6th years return and 2nd years return 

Wednesday 1st September      3rd years return (school for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th years)

Thursday 2nd September         5th year students return (school for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th years)

                                                              
HOLIDAYS

October Mid-Term                        Closing Friday 22nd October. Reopening Monday 1st November

Christmas Holidays                      Closing Wednesday 22nd December, which will be the final day of the 
                                                              school term - Reopening on Thursday 6th January

Spring Mid-Term                           Closing Friday 18th February - Reopening on Monday 28th February

St. Patrick’s Day                             School closed on the 17th and 18th March 

Easter Holidays                              Closing on Friday 8th April, which will be the final day of the school term 
                                                              - Reopening on Monday 25th April

May Public Holiday                      Closed on 2nd May

Summer Holidays                         Closing Friday 3rd June 

                                                              
MERCY MOUNTHAWK VIRTUAL TOUR

In August we began our preparations to design and create a 3D virtual tour of the school and its facilities. Using
the latest infrared and laser 3D capture technology, we scanned and mapped the entire school, externally and

internally. We recorded 55 videos of students and staff talking about their experience of life and learning in
Mercy Mounthawk, we embedded these into the tour which went live to the public for our open day in

November. You will find the tour on our home page at www.mercymounthawk.ie


