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“Exposure to literature, philosophy, and history will inspire
young people to seek a life of richness – one that includes making
creative, innovative contributions to society”
SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

Edmund S. Phelps, Nobel laureate in Economics 2006
FULL ‘STEAM’ AHEAD…
The perspective from Phelps I have quoted is significant at
a time when we find ourselves on the threshold of the 4th
Industrial Revolution; the ‘cyber-physical revolution’ which
will connect technology to humans. We face a changing
reality where the everyday use of mobile phones, tablets
and devices will interface with and manage our lives. We
are being told that it will transform the workplace, the
home and the lifestyle of each of us in radical ways. Indeed we are already seeing those effects on relationships,
use of personal time, family life and work in both good and
challenging ways. In school, on the up side, we have seen
the enthusiastic uptake of ‘Google Classroom’ and ‘Google
Chromebooks’ and are witnessing the positive impact on
learning as you will read in this newsletter. On the other
hand, a survey of students in the school this year, as part
of our consultation on use of mobile phones, indicated that
while all year groups wished, by a clear majority, to be allowed more use of phones outside of class time (indicative
of the same dependency we all experience), students in 5th
and 6th years felt that phone use during small break and
at lunchtime would lead to less conversation and less inter-personal interaction. Food for thought as we ponder a
policy.
There is a balancing act for educationists in this space. I
pose two connected questions: ‘How can we use technology in school in positive ways?’ and more fundamentally, ‘How do we best prepare our students to cope with
the world of the 4th Industrial Revolution?’ I use a phrase
from the 1st Industrial Revolution ‘full steam ahead’ as a
metaphor to express our sense of purpose here in Mercy
Mounthawk to engage with an emerging model of education that is required to prepare our next generation to meet
the world they will meet.
To develop relevant skills, our newly introduced ‘Short
Courses’ for junior cycle include courses in ‘Coding’ and
‘Digital Media Literacy’ and with an increased uptake of
118 students for these courses for Sept 2019, it is clear that
students and parents see the value for the next generation
in being technologically proficient. In the same vein, playing on the metaphor, our ‘STEAM Academy’ is up and running as a structure for the co-curricular engagement of students. You will read of their successes in the newsletter in
science, maths and technology. Out first years came in 1st
place in both the Kerry Maths and Science Schools’ quizzes
and there were four project category winners in ‘Scifest’ in
May as well as two winners at the ‘Young Scientist’ competition.

However, there is an ‘A’ in STEAM which endorses the concept of integrating ‘arts’ with ‘science’, technology, engineering and maths in order to promote creativity and originality in problem solving. This is an insight that is gaining
traction. And in this spirit, we have ensured that there is
an Arts and Literature component in our STEAM academy
and that our short course provision includes the possibility
of a short course in ‘History’ and a course in ‘Performing
Arts’. We will be focusing on the integration of creativity with technology in the STEAM Academy in the coming
year through links with I.T.Tralee.
We must continue to hold and promote the place of humanities and literature in this world of the 4th industrial/
technological revolution since that is where we get the moral compass, the empathy and the values which will guide
our use and development of technology. We also need to
focus on this agenda in the context of an increase in the
numbers of young people not reading for pleasure. As part
of our literacy strategy this year, a survey indicated that
the percentage of students not reading at all has increased
from 11.01% in 2016 to 27.6%. This reflects an international
trend where, according to data from the UK’s NLT’ (National Literacy trust) 2019 survey, just over a quarter (25.7%) of
those aged 8-18 read every day, compared to 43% in 2015
(possibly, one of the negative impacts of technology).
In partnership, we have an educational and parental challenge facing us in this regard, which we will need to face if
we are to ensure that the technological world we are creating is guided with empathy and values that protect rather
than replace humanity and support our flourishing as human beings, with dignity and fulfilment. It is a challenge
our literacy team will be following further in the new year….
For the moment, perhaps it is time to get out the ‘summer
reading’. One last question: what will you be reading this
summer?

(John O’Roarke, Principal).

ENROLMENT FOR SEPTEMBER 2020
Enrolment for students starting in September 2020 opens on Monday 7th October 2019.

The closing date for applications is at 2pm on Mon 18th Nov 2019.
I wish to remind you that all application forms must be in prior to the deadline to be considered valid.
Also, please be aware that each application must be returned to the office in person by the parent/guardian,
countersigned, and the carbon copy retained for your records.
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BIG MAGGIE

In late September, it was finally decided that “Big Maggie” would be the 2019
Mercy Mounthawk production. Judging
by the response from the audience each
night I can say with complete confidence
that the right decision was made.
“Big Maggie”, by John B. Keane, is a compelling vision of the Irish mother as a controlling tyrant. I was given the incredible
opportunity to play Maggie Polpin, a just
widowed mother of four living in rural Ireland. Now sole owner of the family shop
and farm, she manages to drive all of
her children away rather than see them

trapped as she was. I would describe
Maggie as a complex figure, far from the
cliches of Irish womanhood which preceded her. She is a hard-bitten, uncompromising woman who puts her family’s
security above all other concerns. Maggie
is a unique character who seems disconnected from the modern world, however,
in our efforts to bring her to life we were
able to see another side of her nature and
better understand her motivation.
After weeks of casting the real fun began…rehearsals! Our schedule consisted
of two hour rehearsals after school for
four days each week and I think in this
time the cast really got to bond and gel
as if we were a family off stage as well as
on. From developing the little movements
and actions each character made right
down to perfecting that North Kerry accent Ms. Buckley, Ms. Browne, Ms. Courtney and Ms. Ryan were always on hand
to help in every way they could. The fact
that we had our very own Miss Thornton
play Katie in Listowel’s production of “Big
Maggie” was a massive help going into
rehearsals.

mance happens behind the scenes, both
before a production is mounted and
during its run, from the spectacular set
created by Mr. O’Sullivan and his team of
TYs, to the authentic props obtained by
Ms. Condon, the hair and makeup team,
not to mention the remarkable costumes
designed by Ms. Barry.
The build-up to opening night felt like an
eternity, but the run of shows flashed past
in the blink of an eye. We were all overwhelmed when it came time to pack up
our Siamsa Tíre dressing rooms. It was
with sadness that we realised, on the last
night, that it was the final time and we
had to bid farewell to our “Big Maggie”
family.
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I have been involved with Mercy Mounthawk’s Drama and Musical Society since
my first year in the school, so it is unsurprising that in May, as I was heading into
my final year of secondary school I found
myself auditioning for the play. Even
though the Leaving Cert was looming
there I was in the awe-inspiring company of our producer, Mr. Tony Behan once
again. As I sat watching the first round of
auditions, the masses of talent that filled
the Centenary Hall created great excitement for the journey we were all about to
make and I couldn’t wait.

By Dakotah Carter-O’Flynn

I have learned so much from the school’s
Drama and Musical Society over the
years but nothing can compare to what
I have experienced in this year’s production. By having to understand and
become a character as profound as Big
Maggie Polpin, I have grown more empathetic and I have achieved a greater
appreciation for literature by seeing our
talented cast bring “Big Maggie” to life.

The most crucial part of a live perfor-

Global Citizenship Education
with WorldWise Global Schools
Our project in conjunction with WorldWise
Global Schools was to re design our school
garden and garden pathway to provide a
space to learn and a place of tranquillity,
a sanctuary, away from the bustle of the
main school. Pupils and staff will use the
space to contemplate nature, our place in it
and our fragile earth. In the garden, visitors
will be prompted to understand the need
for local and global development to happen
sustainably. The re design incorporated elements of the global Goals for Sustainable
Development. We have made a number
of plaques printed in Irish and English to
be placed along the pathway through the
trees and in the garden to highlight some
of these Goals. Some of the Global Goals
highlighted were Reduced Inequalities, Life
on Land, Life Below Water and Climate
Action. About 35 TY’s helped with re-structuring the garden and extending the path-

way. The pathway will provide a focus and
a living classroom for all CSPE classes to
engage with the Global Goals. All science
classes in the school can have lessons in
the garden too. The TY environment class
undertook a biodiversity project where
they mentored first and second years in
our school on relevant global issues with
emphasis on biodiversity. All Transition
Years (about 160 pupils) had an input into
planting the garden with herbs, fruit, vegetables and flowers for pollinators. They(all
TY) were also taught about sustainable agriculture, their own carbon footprint , biodiversity and the effects of Industrial agriculture on climate and biodiversity. WorldWise
Global Schools have been providing grant
assistance for a number of years now and
the Garden/pathway would not be possible
without their input.
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SHORT COURSES
SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

Artistic Performance Ms. A. Thornton
“Creativity is now as important in
education as literacy” (Sir Ken Robinson).
This year, Mercy Mounthawk introduced
a number of new short courses as part of
the Junior Cycle curriculum. One of these
courses was Artistic Performance. AP was
offered to Second Year students who were
interested in immersing themselves in
the Arts. Learning about and through the
Arts is fundamental to an education that
aspires to support the development of the
whole person.
This short course in Artistic Performance
aims to engage students in artistic practices with others, leading to a group performance. So far this year, our Artistic Performance students have performed several
times at Centenary Sessions and several
AP students have gone on to sing solo
with the school choir. One of the highlights
of the year was when both classes of Artistic Performance students participated in a

flash mob of the ‘Thriller’ dance in the General Purpose Area at Halloween. It was a
resounding success and the students thoroughly enjoyed the ‘thrilling’ experience.
So far this year, our Artistic Performance
students have studied music, dance, singing, drama and theatre. Many students
appreciate that this course has improved
their confidence levels and they feel more
comfortable speaking and performing
in public. This skill will benefit them in
cross-curricular oral presentations and later in life. It has provided the opportunity for
students to share their skills and talents.
Some students have even collaborated to
write and compose their own music, a very
admirable achievement.
We look forward to welcoming more creative students to Artistic Performance class
next year.

Student Reviews of Artistic
Performance Short Course
‘Artistic Performance is a very exciting and
innovative class as I have learned how to
speak better when speaking among a crowd.
It has brought much enjoyment to school
life. I would really recommend this class to
all future Second Years’
‘The thing I loved about Artistic Performance
was that it made me push myself to do things
I never thought I would do, like standing on
stage in Centenary Hall and performing. I
also tried acting, singing, dancing, etc. I have
become more confident and less self-aware’
‘I look forward to Artistic Performance class
each week. I learned different acting and
performing techniques. I also learned how
different props come and go during the performance and how much work comes into
making a plot come to life. I also learned
how to be more confident and to be less conscious and self-aware of myself’
‘Great class to boost your confidence and get
away from the books for a bit’
‘Before I came into this class I wasn’t as confident around people as I am now’
‘I would recommend this course because
it’s fun and chill and you learn a lot from it. I
enjoyed learning about theatre skills, movement, performance and standing in front of
a crowd’

Digital Media Literacy
Inion Ni Dheargain

Making and sharing media has become an increasingly important feature of how young people communicate and engage with each other and with the wider
world. For them, posting, linking, sharing and searching are among the ways they participate in their communities and socialise.
The introduction of this short course here in Mercy
Mounthawk has offered students opportunities to
explore and discover the information and knowledge
accessible online, enabling them to pursue their interests, to express themselves online and solve problems
relevant to their lives safely and with confidence.
During the course of the year, students used digital
technology, communication tools and the internet,
safely and effectively to engage in self-directed enquiry. The students gained confidence in their digital
literacy skills, their capacity to know what they were
looking for, what information to ignore or discard, and
how to identify what could be useful or significant,
increased. They began to assess and to discriminate
between the multiple sources of information available
online and to challenge the views they found there.
They also began this year to learn how to create, collaborate and communicate effectively and to understand how and when digital technologies can best be
used to support these processes.

New Junior Cert P.E. Short Course
Ms Stokes

The Physical Education course is a
100 hour short course that builds on
the Junior Cycle Physical Education
Framework. There are four strands,
each one focusing on learning in different physical activity areas: Physical activity for health and wellbeing,
Games, Individual and Team Challenges, and Dance and Gymnastics.
The learning outcomes in this short
course provide a clear focus for student learning. The course aims to
motivate students to learn and participate in physical education, while
also tracking student development
of knowledge, skill and creativity.
By completing a mix of physical
and written activities, the students
gain confidence in performing and
enhance their understanding of various games, athletics, gymnastics
and dance.

The course activities and assessments aim to develop students as
imaginative, confident and competent participants in physical education. The hope is that it will foster a
lifelong commitment to a healthy
lifestyle.
In 2nd year, the core assessment
task is based on Orienteering. The
3rd year assessment task places
an emphasis on aiding students to
track their performance and record
their progress in the area of health
related fitness, with opportunities
throughout for the self-assessment,
peer assessment and teacher assessment of a variety of sport and
movement skills.

The course provides the student with
many opportunities to record and

Full STEAM Ahead
Mr. Nolan
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assess their individual physical progress and to develop their numeracy
and literacy skills.

Junior Certificate Students are taking the STEAM
approach to education, where Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art and Maths work together with Vex
Robotics. 1st year students have completed work with
scratch programming to make interactive games.
They then moved to Micro Bit Hardware to Code them

and use them for pedometers, temperature sensors
and music makers. 2nd year students took on web
development, beginning with HTML, JavaScript and
CSS, to develop a site of their own. Students from the
lunchtime Coding Club are working with scratch coding and solving building and engineering problems
with the VEX robotics robot. All of the Computer Science Students and Digital Media Literacy students
worked on staying safe online for Safety Internet Day
on Tuesday 5th February.

Soroptimist

Public Speaking
Competition 2019

Despite the fact that it was my Leaving Cert
year, I decided to enter and see where it
would take me. I chose the topic of “Women
in Democracy”, a subject that I am very passionate about. Having completed the necessary research, I put pen to paper and wrote
my speech, addressing the importance of
female representation within the democratic
system.
The county final was held in the Gleneagle
Hotel in Killarney on November 21st where,
both Katie Crowe and I, qualified for the
Munster Final.
Onwards and upwards as Katie and I headed
for Clonmel on January 26th, in the company of Miss Thornton, where I was fortunate

enough to be chosen as the Regional Winner
and selected to represent Munster in the All
Ireland Soroptimist Public Speaking Competition.
The final was held in The K Club in Kildare
on March 10th. At this level we were required
to deliver our original speech once again,
but also to speak for two minutes on a topic
of the adjudicators choice, which, of course,
threw fuel on the fire of nerves! Speaking in
front of such a large audience was indeed
intimidating. The overall standard was very
high and I was delighted to finish as runner
up.
For my efforts I received a beautiful selection of jewellery and a certificate to mark the
event. It was indeed a very memorable occasion and one that I will treasure for the rest
of my life. A special word of gratitude to Ms.
Thornton for her dedication, encouragement
and kindness along the way. Ms. Thornton
you have been an inspiration to us all.

SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

Niamh McMahon. 6th Year

At the beginning of the school year Ms.Thornton gave an open invitation to students in
our school to participate in The Soroptimist
public speaking competition. “Soroptimist Ireland” is an organisation that supports women in voicing their opinions and beliefs.

Reading is Power:
Literacy Week 2019
Ms Condon

“Books are the plane, and the train, and the road. They
are the destination, and the journey. They are home.”
Literacy Week ran from April 8th to 12th with a wide range
of activities to showcase the power and pleasure of reading. Our theme “Reading is Power” was linked to our belief that reading can support wellbeing for everyone in our
school community. We wanted to celebrate the stories
and characters that inspire us as readers and to give opportunites for young writers in our school to create their
own stories and poetry.
Many activities took place throughout the week including
a Shakespeare themed table quiz for fifth year students,
a poetry aloud competition to celebrate the power of the
spoken word, first year “Poet Tree” and poster competitions which attracted some very artistic entries, a short
story competition about an exotic island adventure to fire
the imagination and we also ran an intriguing quiz based
on working out the titles of films and novels based on
emojis which drew a lot of interest. Literacy week ended
on Friday with an amazing array of colourful costumes
as both staff and students abandoned their standard uniforms for a literary character dress-up day. It was a memorable sight to have the heroes and villains of the books
we love come to life around the halls and classrooms of
Mounthawk, and we hope it encourages curiousity about
these characters and brings many new readers to our
new library, which was also officially launched during literacy week.
Literacy week was a great success, and we hope it has
ignited interest in many new readers to find new books
to enjoy. The doors of our library are open so please visit and browse, you never know where a book may take
you…The Shire, Narnia, Hogwarts, Panem??
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Getting the low-down
from Lourdes 2018
SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

Donagh McMahon
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Saturday, the 1st of September marked a considerable change in my life… I did not graduate
nor did I pass my driving test. However, I went
to the South of France to a small town, a town
by the name of ‘Lourdes’. I was one of 60
others who assisted the annual Kerry Diocesan
Pilgrimage as volunteers. Retrospectively, it
was one of the most, if not the most difficult
and unique decisions of my life. But boy was
it worth it!
I play football, and along with being captain
of my local Austin Stacks minor team, I have
a great passion and love for the game. Three
weeks prior to take off I was notified that our
upcoming county championship semi-final bash
was to be played during our time in Lourdes.
This was the first time in 20 years that an Austin Stacks minor team had achieved such a feat.
More significantly, this was my dilemma. Do I
stay or do I go? Decisions are hard to make at
the best of times, they become increasingly so
when it’s a choice between where you should
be and where you want to be. I boarded that
plane with a sorry heart and a troubled mind,
but looking back on it, it was one of the greatest decisions of my life.
The events that followed on from the second
we arrived in Lourdes will forever resonate with
me. The atmosphere in Lourdes is special, it’s
indescribable. Here, many months later I am
still struggling to verbalise my emotions. As
previously mentioned not many of us volunteers had great knowledge of one another, but
that was irrelevant. Ten minutes in Lourdes and
I felt as though I had known each and every
single one of the other volunteers for a lifetime. That’s the beauty of Lourdes, everybody
is equal.
The frail pilgrims that we would tend to would
not arrive until the following day. Therefore, we
were given time to become familiar with our
surroundings and more importantly with our
duties for the week ahead. That night was the
greatest night sleep I got during the course of
the entire trip. A mere 6 hours, which wasn’t
bad, had I realised it then!
Next day, the pilgrims arrived. I’m not sure
whether it was ignorance or a lack of understanding on my part but the pilgrims or invalids
(as they are also referred to) were not at all
like what I had imagined. Never in my life had
I seen such a large volume of wheelchairs in
such a small area. They were a lot more challenged that I had imagined, but that did not
matter! They were on their holidays and they
were about to live it up!
We spent time getting to know one another.
For the majority of the pilgrims this had been
just one more of numerous trips to Lourdes. To
be truthful, nothing made them happier than
reminiscing on past adventures from this place.
6 o’clock usually brought a start to daily activities in Lourdes. Daily chores primarily consisted of cleaning the pilgrims’ bedrooms, changing bed linen, assisting them with eating etc.
Throughout the rest of the day we would accompany the pilgrims to various religious ceremonies. During spare time, we would take them
to the shops or take them for a coffee. I think

the most meaningful part about the time that
we spent with the pilgrims each day, was spent
through conversation. It’s true for Patch Adams
when he said; ‘you treat a disease, you win, you
lose. You treat a person, I guarantee you, and
you’ll win no matter what the outcome’. Each
day, simply by talking with the pilgrims notable
improvements were evident in their behaviours.
They become more confident, open and trusting of you which in my opinion was a beautiful
thing.
The highlight of the trip was definitely the party
organised for both the pilgrims and volunteers
on the second to last day. We all congregated
in a large meeting room in the hospital, where
the pilgrims had been staying. A showcase of
Irish music, dance and pop-culture along with
buns, pastries and of course Francis Brennen’s
award winning ‘barmbrack’ complimented the
evening. Undoubtedly, it was an extraordinary event. It seemed that everyone forgot
themselves for a while. We sang we danced,
and we jigged to our hearts content. I learned
something novel that evening. I learned that it
doesn’t matter what you look like on the outside, it’s what’s inside you that counts. It was
humbling to witness the pilgrims smiling and
having such fun. A lot of the time people seem
to dwell too much on the past or fantasise too
much about the future but, realistically the only
thing we can change is the present. Lourdes
taught me that, Lourdes taught me to live in
the present…
The most striking facet about Lourdes is its
attitude towards faith. My outlook on religion has considerably changed since returning
home. Having to attend six Masses daily was
indeed repetitive. Yet, that being said, Lourdes
highlighted the importance of faith to me.
What struck me most was looking at the pilgrims. These men and women have so little,
but because they have faith and because they
see that the grass is green when they rise every morning, they have it all. That really was
something to behold. As Salman Rushdie once
said; ‘The only people who see the whole picture, are the ones who step outside the frame’.
Unfortunately, like all good things, my time
volunteering in Lourdes came to an end. Five
unforgettable, action packed days have taught
me an immeasurable amount. Volunteering in
Lourdes made me realise three things: 1. Health
is a gift that isn’t always guaranteed. 2. We
humans are interdependent on each other. 3.
Sleeping less than 6 hours daily isn’t actually
too bad!
My experience in Lourdes was incredible, the
people I met even more so. The memories I
have will last a lifetime. I am so grateful for
having been afforded this opportunity. To anyone thinking about embarking on such an adventure, DO IT! You might be thinking to yourself ‘when is the right time for me?’ but being
honest there is never a right or a wrong time to
do something magical and great. Don’t wait for
Opportunity, create it for yourself.

Bank of Ireland Junk
Kouture Finalist
We in Mercy Mounthawk were delighted
to have qualified both last year and again
this year for the Regional Finals in Limerick
for the Bank of Ireland "Junk Kouture". The
outfit this year was called "Keeping up with
the Khristmas Kouture" which was made up
of an old lace curtain, some old Christmas
tinsel, old earrings, a Christmas wreath and
an old hula hoop. The students involved
were Ephrata Yosef, Temisan King-Chaninomi and Olamide Obadina with the help
and support of Ms. Mary Barry

European Youth ParliamenT
Mercy Mounthawk wins Euroscola Trip to Strasbourg

Winning this was an opportunity of a life time for the group. The prize for
the competition was a subsidised trip to the European Parliament building in Strasbourg to participate in Euroscola Day. The Euroscola day was
amazing; they had a mock European Parliament, a question and answer
session with the Vice President of the Parliament and the class represented Ireland and the school very well. Out of 560 students, only 35 got to
deliver speeches. Of these, 10 were Mounthawk students and 3 students
made the top table.
They spoke a total of 14 times and had 2 people chairing committees
during the mock parliament. A special thanks goes to Mr. Redican for editing the entire video and for all of his help. Thanks to Ms. Carey and Mr.
Fleming who kindly brought the EYP class to and from Strasbourg in one
piece. It was a trip of a lifetime.

Biye Guo and Eoghan Bradshaw came
in joint first place in the Kerry/ Cork
IMTA Junior Maths Competition. Their
outstanding scores placed them in 6th
place nationally, with 600 students competing in their own branches around the
country. They were only 8 marks out of
a total of 150 shy of first place! As part
of the inaugural STEAM academy in
Mercy Mounthawk, the top 30 achievers in mathematics in 1st year have been
completing interactive maths problems
online on the Google Classrooom app as
well as having mathematical table quizzes each term. Each of them competed
in the qualifying round of the IMTA quiz

last February where six students including Biye and Eoghan met the criteria to
qualify for the final round. The others
to qualify were Cathal Murphy, Ciara
O’ Sullivan, Roisin Rahilly and Orlaith
McKenna. For the final few weeks leading up to the final competition, these six
students met twice a week before school
and during lunch to refine their problem-solving skills. These students will
now continue to work as part of year 2
of the STEAM academy starting in September.

SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

This year the TY EYP class entered the annual Euroscola short video competition. The topic was ‘My EU Campaign,’ highlighting women winning the right to vote. The class came up with the idea of someone delivering a speech to a crowd of
people as they travelled through periods of history where the unity of the EU was being tested. Emily Heaslip was nominated to deliver the speech and the whole thing had to be filmed as part of the presentation.

Mounthawk students represented Luxembourg
at Model Council of Europe in Dublin in March

STEAM

Mercy Mounthawk
hosts CAS John McCrohan, 5th year
The Cycle Against Suicide is a national awareness event that strives to break
down barriers around mental health issues and works to increase awareness
of the supports and treatments that are available to empower those affected. With Mercy Mounthawk having participated in CAS four years previously,
certain students were eager to once again brace the roads with compatriots
from around Ireland and beyond.
A team of 4th and 5th years was assembled to cycle out to the Cycle Against
Suicide convoy and bring them into the school in style. With clear skies opening up for the entry, cyclists were greeted with rousing cheers and colourful
banners, not to mention much needed food!
Entertainment provided by the students of Mercy Mounthawk filled the
sports hall as the choral, YSI and musical groups all contributed to an enjoyable afternoon. The communal spirit of the school was on great display as
students from all year groups played their parts to support this cause both
on and off the road.
Finally the Mounthawk group led the Cycle against Suicide out of Tralee
and on to the next stage of their trip across the country. An insightful day
finished with all those involved feeling fulfilled, enlightened, not to mention
tired!
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Choir 2018/19
SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

Sinéad Muldoon Walsh, Caitríona O Sullivan & Karen O Carroll.
The school choir had a very busy
school year. The mixed-voice
choir, consists of approximately eighty students from 1st year
right through to 6th year. The
choir promotes a supportive and
collaborative atmosphere where
everyone’s contribution is valued.
Over the year, the choir has focused on a varied repertoire from
sacred music to secular and modern music. They have performed
at all school events throughout
the year. The main aim of the
choir is to promote singing, to
provide performance opportunities for our students as well as
giving them experience in teamwork, commitment and working towards achieving a goal.
Our first performance of the year
was in September for our annual Mercy Day Mass. Following on from that, in December,
we recorded a 3-part version of
the old Christmas carol “Do You
Hear What I Hear” arranged by
Mark A. Brymer, for the Lyric FM
Choirs for Christmas programme.
Also in December we celebrated
our annual Christmas Carol Service. The choir, our traditional Instrumentalists and all our soloists
and musicians performed magi-

cally! The night really set the tone
for Christmas. We were delighted
in particular to welcome back
two of our past pupils Christóir
Lynch and Sean Mc Elligott for
the occasion. Both are studying
or have studied music at 3rd level,
and both showed how amazingly talented they are at their craft.
On Friday, 1st March, we travelled to the Redemptorist Church
in Limerick, to take part in the
Post-Primary School Choir Competition. We competed in the
Mixed Voice section and there
was huge competition on the
day. We performed “May the
Road Rise to Meet You” by Lori
True and “The Climb”, by Jessica Alexander and Jon Mabe.
We were absolutely thrilled to
be awarded 2nd place in what
was a very tough competition.
On the 1st of May, the choir and
some wonderfully talented soloists put on a brilliant show for
the Cycle Against Suicide event
hosted in the school. The organisers and patrons who stopped
off to have lunch and pass on
the important message that “It is
okay not to feel ok, and it’s absolutely okay to ask for help” were
so impressed with the reception.

School Choir who came 2nd place in the
Post Primary Schools Choir Competition

On Thursday, the 9th of May,
we travelled to the Knock
Basilica, in Co. Mayo, to
perform at the Mass for the
sixth anniversary of Donal
Walsh. It was an honour to
be asked again to sing for
such an occasion. The Mass
was celebrated by the Papal
Nuncio and there were many
other priests in attendance,
as well as schools from all
over Ireland. The choir performed beautifully. The day
was a celebration of the life
of the Kerry teenager Donal
Walsh, his inspiring words
and the legacy he leaves behind. The Donal Walsh Live
Life Foundation set up by his
family continues to promote

his anti-suicide message. It
was a special day that will
live on in our memories.
We finished off the year with
a performance at our school
Awards Night and our annual Graduation Mass, which
is always the highlight of
the school year. The entire
choir have given considerable time and commitment
to their rehearsals and to
preparation for the many
events we were involved in
throughout the school year.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank you all
for your dedication and wish
you a great summer break.
We look forward to seeing
you all again in September.

Irish Traditional Music Group
Dorcas Oyewande 
The Traditional Irish Music band is an essential part of our school’s heart
and soul.
Being one of the principal members when the group first started in 2016,
it has been amazing to see it grow and flourish into the creative union it is
today.

Certificates for students studying Chinese

It began simply as a few students gathered together to play a few songs at
the inauguration of the newly built Centenary Hall, and for the commemoration of the 1916 Rising taking place that year. Following that we have
played a significant role in the annual Carol Service at St. Brendan’s church,
made visits to local nursing homes at Christmas time, been a source of
musical life during Seachtain na Gaeilge, performed for the incoming first
years at every open day, and featured in many more events throughout
the school year.
Is iad an fhidil, an bainseó, an chláirseach, an fheadóg stáin, an cairdín, an
consairtín, agus an giotár, cuid de na úirlisíceoil éagsúla a seinimid go sciliúil le chéile. Bíonn fáilte roimh dhaltaí ó gach bliain agus gach cumas ceoil.
An aidhm atá againn ná áilleacht agus spraoi ceoiltraidisiúnta na hÉireann
a scaipeadh, agus creidim go bhfuil an sprioc seo á bhaint amach againn.
The Traditional Irish Music band has been one of my favourite experiences
during my time in this school, and one of the things that I will dearly miss.
Ní tír gan teanga, ach go fírinneach níl aon phobal scoile gan ceol.
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TY students - up the walls in Dingle
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Health Promotion
We had a busy Health Promotion
week in early October when our Amber flag for Mental Health Awareness
was unveiled. The week was launched
by Astrid Longhurst who spoke to our
students about the importance of being
positive. She had such a huge impact
on our first and second years that we
asked her to return in December. In the
run up to Christmas, Astrid spoke to all
of our sixth years about minding themselves. With the mock exams getting
closer, each 6th year class group had
the opportunity to attend meditation
workshops with Astrid and were encouraged to accept who they are and
not to over-stress about examinations.
1st year SPHE classes had talks on the
topic of ‘Fitting in’ while all junior classes participated in a quiz on ‘sugar content in food’ and 5th years were encour-

aged to download an app to track their
steps over the week.
Our second Health promotion Week
was launched by Killarney native
paraolympian Jordan Lee, who delivered an inspirational talk to students
about his journey of fitness, determination and ambition despite his disability.
As well as being the First one-handed
basketball player for Ireland, in 2018,
the high jumper won a bronze medal
for Ireland in the Para Athletics European Championships in Berlin.
We linked up with I.T.T.‘s Health and
Leisure department again this year,
whose students did workshops with our
students on stress management and
lifestyle choices, all well received by our
students. Terry’s Butchers in Oakpark
sponsored the boots for a ‘wellies walk’

organised by Ms Tansley.
Michelle Herbert gave talks to students
on the importance of CPR. There was
an Anti-Bullying Talk for Parents organised by Parents Council.
To finish the week, to highlight the ‘fun’
aspect of staying fit, we had a students
v teachers egg and spoon, three legged
and sack relay race at lunchtime and
during last class, Ms Ryan organised all
students to attempt the Cha Cha slide.
Every year, Ms B. O’Shea and her team
come up with novel and enjoyable talks
and activities to promote both mental and physical wellbeing among our
school community and great credit
goes to them again this year for such
positive pursuits.

Spanish Yoga

Staff Vs.Student Basketball Match

Class 1.2 Sports Day winners

Victorious Staff Team during the recent
staff vs. student relay race

Health Promotion Launch in March with Jordan
Lee, bronze medal winner at the European
Paraathletics and noted basketball player.

Thanks to all our supporters of our
very successful Golf Classic
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Sixth Year

London
TRIP 2018

Mary O’Connell
(Head Girl)

“How was London?” a seemingly simple
question that I was faced with countless
times from teachers, peers and family members upon my return from our 6th year trip
to London. How can I honestly be expected
to summarise quite possibly the best trip of
my life in a few mere sentences?
What was the best part about London? Was
it singing (screaming) ABBA’s “Waterloo”
every single time we passed a bus, sign or
building with Waterloo written on it? Was it
playing the role of Macbeth in the Globe’s
Shakespeare workshop? Was it watching
the muggle’s priceless reactions to Harry
Potter Studios? Was it discussing Jack the
Ripper conspiracy theories with qualified
Ripperologists? (yes that is a thing). To answer these questions, we must analyse the
trip in full- its highs and lows, although there
really were no lows.
Our first stop on arrival was to a beautiful rooftop terrace where we had stunning
views of Saint Paul’s cathedral and the city
of London. After this we took part in a similar photo shoot in the beautiful Trafalgar
Square.
The following day we awoke feeling extremely refreshed and after a true English
breakfast of toast and a pain au chocolat
we departed for Shakespeare’s Globe theatre. When we arrived we headed straight
for the gift shop where the first of the excessive spending began. After this we were
greeted by our guide who brought us on the
tour of The Globe. She explained how various productions were performed and how
the groundlings would pay one penny to
stand in the pits during the shows. Then we
took part in an educational workshop where
we focused on the relationship between text
and performance and how language and
form shape meaning. We even acted out
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different scenes from our single text Macbeth. This workshop was really worthwhile
as it allowed us to engage with our text in a
way that is not always possible in the classroom. After a quick lunch we walked to The
Tower of London. As luck would have it we
even met a huge celebrity- Doug The Pug
- the internet’s most famous pug with over
3.6 million instagram followers! Inside The
Tower of London we were able to see many
historical and interesting sights including the
Crown Jewels, the Yeoman Warders standing guards, the White Tower, the Torture
Tower and even a live re-enactment of an
escape attempt. This was followed by dinner
at Planet Hollywood.
One of the highlights of the trip was The
Lion King. To say it was amazing would be
the understatement of the century. There
were gasps, tears, laughs and moments of
silent speechlessness. By the time it was
over we had all experienced an emotional
rollercoaster that we will never forget.
After such an amazing Friday, we started Saturday with a guided tour of the city.
We saw many iconic sights including Buckingham Palace, Big Ben (although it was
completely covered in scaffolding), Trafalgar Square, the Houses of Parliament, and
Westminster Abbey. Following this it was
time for another momentous part of our
trip - our visit to Buckingham Palace State
Rooms. There was something overwhelming in the pure opulence of it all and more
than a few of us were astonished to see the
Irish harp decorating the ceiling of one of the
state rooms. We had two hours to explore
the palace with the help of our trusty audio guides. Next we were given the option
of three museums- The Science Museum,
The Natural History Museum and The Victoria and Albert Museum. On Oxford Street

we were spoiled for choice, we spent hours
shopping for shoes, clothes and everything
in between. After some down time in Pizza
Express we went on a Jack The Ripper Tour,
where we were led down dark streets and
side alley’s describing his crimes in gruesome detail.
Sunday started with a trip to Harry Potter
Studios. Without doubt this was the highlight of the trip for many of us. We spent
A LOT of money in here. From wands to
chocolate frogs, scarves, notebooks, badges and much more, but it was Ms Thornton
who showed us all up by purchasing actual
Gryffindor robes. On the tour, we were ushered into The Great Hall. There were tears
in my eyes. We were shown costumes and
props used in the movies. Midway through
the tour we even had the opportunity to buy
the famous butter beer. At the end of the
tour we were greeted with the actual Hogwarts.
Ms. Thornton kindly played “The Circle of
Life” and “Hakuna Matata” in what surely was a performance by the students and
teachers that would move any crowd to
tears on the trip home. As the bus pulled
into our faithful Mercy Mounthawk we all
felt a tinge -correction A LOT- of sadness
that the trip of a lifetime was over.
A huge thank you must be given to all the
teachers who came with us and made the
trip so enjoyable: Ms. Buckley, Ms. McKenna, Ms. Condon, Mr. Fell, Mr. O’Roarke and,
of course, Ms. Thornton who not only made
this trip possible but also made it the most
enjoyable trip ever with her endless enthusiasm and energy.

Munster Schools
Debating Finalists
This year saw Mercy Mounthawk take part in the Denny
Munster Schools Debating Competition for the first time. This
well-established competition is hosted by UCC Philisoph and
offers students the opportunity to compete at a very high level
against schools from all over the province. Debates include
the opportunity to offer ‘points of information’ during opponents’ speeches and all speakers can expect to be subjected to
some often robust counter-argument.

John McCrohane & Sean
Hennessey - Munster Finalists

It was wonderful then, that in our first year entering, a team of
two speakers made it all the way to the final! Sean Hennessey
and John McCrohan won through several rounds to make it to
the final. On the way, they successfully argued against the use
of violence to further the environmental agenda in one round
and they also opposed the introduction of a law which would
compel bystanders to intervene in violent crimes among other
motions. In the final they debated in favour of a motion on the
appointment of minorities to college professorships but lost
out on the day to a most impressive team from CBC Cork.
The boys were fantastic representatives of the school in every
debate they took part in and certainly set a high benchmark
for future Mounthawk teams in the competition.
We were also very ably represented in earlier rounds by Isobel
Keane and Timothy Grimes. Both performed brilliantly and
added to the presence of the school in the competition. Isobel, in particular, did well progressing to the quarter final stage
only to be undone by a very difficult motion.
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Mr. Pat Fleming

Mr Fleming & his team, who lost on time penalties compete
against the students at the Annual Christmas Debates

Poetry Aloud
Majella Votta is National Winner of Poetry Aloud
Poetry Aloud is an annual poetry speaking competition for
post-primary school students across the island of Ireland.
There were more than 1,700 entries received in 2018. The
final event had 29 students from across the country compete in the junior, intermediate and senior categories. As
the senior category winner, Majella Votta received €300,
and as overall winner she was presented with a further
cash prize and the Seamus Heaney perpetual trophy.
Majella first entered Poetry Aloud in TY, essentially as a
method of ‘forcing myself out of my comfort zone and to
try something new’. She said she took a “fake it ‘till you
make it” approach to her ‘debatable confidence’ in public
speaking. Now, almost two years on, not only have the
nerves acclimatised but it is something she thoroughly enjoys. She recited two poems in the final, one being an extract from Pablo Neruda’s “I’m Explaining a Few Things.”
The other was “The Rain Stick” by Seamus Heaney. Majella was delighted that Heaney’s daughter, Catherine was
one of the judges. Majella says participating in Poetry
Aloud has made her a more confident speaker and has
given her a deeper appreciation for poetry, a gift she is
beyond grateful for and it has opened her eyes to the incredible literary culture that Ireland is home to.
Her teacher, Ms Janette Condon accepted a prize of €300
worth of book tokens for the school library. The competition is organised by the National Library of Ireland (NLI)
and Poetry Ireland, in partnership with UCC.
Ms. J. Condon
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MOUNTHAWK’S LIBRARY REVAMP
Ms E Costelloe
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Albert Einstein once declared, “The only
thing that you absolutely have to know
is the location of the library.” After nearly a year of planning by a dedicated
library committee, Mercy Mounthawk
recently cut the ribbon of its newly renovated school library. Having decided to
rejuvenate what had become a redundant space, students were asked their
opinions about what they wanted their
library to be. They created mood-boards,
offered lists of titles and authors they
would like stocked on the shelves and
even suggested a colour palette for its
walls. Inspired by their enthusiasm, the
committee set about establishing a plan;
they redesigned the layout, updated the
shelves with modern books, and ordered
bespoke contemporary furniture to better
meet the needs of modern-day students.
The result has been transformational:
an inviting library with a spacious open
layout providing greater access to books.
Bespoke furniture has been a key feature
of the design, combining the school’s
signature teal colour with a modern pop
of lime green in bean bags and modular
items of furniture positioned throughout.
The seating plan has been deliberately
designed to be both relaxed and formal in tone, offering students a choice
based on their preference while reading.
Custom-made tables have been specifi-

cally chosen to encourage group work,
creating a flexible space which allows
for debating club, individual study and
reading. Strategic placing of bookshelves
and other furniture gives the space a
more accessible appeal making it an altogether more inviting space. One of the
highlights of the newly renovated library
has been the artistic pieces designed and
created by the Transition Year students.
They feature key characters from wellknown works of literature.
The opening was officiated by poet and
former Mounthawk teacher, Lola Scollard, and attended by staff, students,
members of the Board of Management
and representatives from the Parents’
Council. It took place to coincide with
English Week and the annual Mounthawk character costume day. Indeed,
there was something quite fitting in students dressed as Alice in Wonderland,
Little Red Riding Hood and Harry Potter meandering their way through the
library doors. Without doubt, the Mercy
Mounthawk community will from now
on have no problem in living out Albert
Einstein’s inspirational words as we look
forward to hours of enjoyment in our
newly renovated library.

Rotary Competition
John McCrohan Fifth year was a finalist in the Rotary Club
Leadership competition in November

Students celebrate Christmas Dinner with Ms Carey

Christmas Raffle Cheque Presentation

GEMMA’S
UNIFORMS
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Gemma’s will be in school on
Wednesday 7 August, Thursday 15th August & Friday 16th August
th

From 9.30 am to 5 pm
Uniforms may be ordered or purchased on these dates.

Transition YEAR

“All the world’s a stage and most of
us are desperately unrehearsed”
TY Drama Night is an annual celebration
of a year’s worth of hard work by Drama
students and teachers. This year, in the
days leading up to 11th April, Scottish soldiers, rock n’ roll nuns and 19th Century
aristocrats were seen wandering the halls
of Mercy Mounthawk as feverish last-minute preparations were underway to create
our first in-house production. Talented staff
members Mr. Andreucetti, Mr. Nolan and
TY co-ordinator Mr. Redican, along with
student sound technician Samuel Abubakar coordinated to provide professional-standard lighting, sound and projections
for all six TY Drama shows. The night was a

resounding success.
Preparation for TY Drama Night began
in September 2018 when teachers Ms. A.
Thornton, Ms. C. Ryan, Ms. E. McKenna,
Ms. S. Carey and Ms. D. Buckley first introduced their students to the art of performance. Many TY Drama students got their
first taste of the stage later that term when
Ms. Thornton and Ms. Ryan organised a
‘Thriller’ flash mob in the General Purpose
Area. Shortly after Christmas, auditions
were held for the six shows that would be
produced on TY Drama Night: The Importance of Being Earnest, The Field, Mamma
Mia, Sister Act, Macbeth and All Shook Up.
Rehearsals took place during Drama class
in the winter and spring terms. Ms. Mary
Barry, as always, supplemented shows

with costumes and props from her treasure
trove of miscellaneous Drama stock.
For many students, TY Drama Night is their
first time stepping onto a stage – a daunting prospect no doubt – but trepidation
soon turns to triumph as students tread the
boards and enjoy the clamorous applause
of the audience. Drama Night is a fantastic
opportunity for people to step out of their
comfort zone in a supportive school environment. For some students, it is the highlight of their TY Year. We would like to thank
everyone involved in this year’s production
for making it such a successful show.
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TRANSITION YEAR DRAMA NIGHT

Ms. A. Thornton

TY Tourism wins trip to Nice,
France To represent ireland
on international stage
During Transition Year, students have the opportunity to study
the Tourism Insight Programme which provides an insight into
potential career paths in the Tourism and Hospitality Industry.
The Tourism module also offers students the opportunity to enter the Global Tourism and Travel Partnership Research Award
Competition.
A 2017- 2018 transition year research group carried out extensive research into "Innovation in Irish Tourism" which won the
national competition. The research was supervised by Ms Stella
O Shea.
Two students, Charlotte O Halloran and Sarah Healy, currently
in fifth year travelled to Nice in December 2018 to present their
research to an International Conference where 11 other countries
were represented. International corporate company CEOs from
the tourism and travel sector were also in attendance.
Charlotte and Sarah presented exceptionally and their enthusiasm and pride in representing Mercy Mounthawk and Ireland,
did not go unnoticed on the international stage. The girls also
had the opportunity to visit Nice, Monaco and Monte Carlo
during their stay. It was incredible to visit the Christmas market in Nice under the warm Mediterranean December sunshine.
Friendships between countries such as South Africa, India, Jamaica and Hungary to name but a few, began, and continue
today, following what was a once in a lifetime trip for Charlotte
and Sarah.
The Project which won the National Competition
can be seen here
www.gttp.org/students/research-award/research-award-winners/

Miss Courtney's TY geography class decided to organise a fundraiser for the Kenya Education Project this term. The students were
moved, having learned about the lives of their fellow young people
in Embulbul
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‘NEW YORK’
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Fashion ShoW
Hundreds of spectators gathered in the school gym
for an incredible trip to the themed fashion show ‘New
York’ on Thursday 29th November. The spectacular
night contained multiple acts, including Broadway style
dance, music and song – as well as fantastic artwork on
display beside the catwalk. “Fairytale of New York” was
sung by a group of students, putting everyone into the
Christmas mood.
Proceeds raised on the
night were donated to
the beneficiary charities
of Nano Nagle School Listowel, Muscular Dystrophy Ireland and TY.
Sean Vieux & Patrick Nolan from
Transition Year perform on the night

Young Social
Innovators
Young Social Innovators is Ireland’s largest
social awareness Education Programme. Its
main aim is to get students actively involved
in their own communities to bring about social change. Every year our Transition Year
students engage in this to launch a social innovation in County Kerry.
This year our project is called L.I.F.E.- Live in
Fullness Every Day. Our project is concerned
about the social issue of Suicide and the lack
of suicide prevention available in schools and
local communities. Suicide is still seen as a
taboo subject throughout Ireland. People
do not want to talk about it and as a result
thousands of young people and adults are
suffering in silence. Kerry has one of the
highest rates of suicide per 100,000 people
in Ireland. This is a shocking statistic and
further highlights the need for change. We,
the Young Social Innovators of Mercy Mounthawk, want to launch a positive mental
health campaign to raise awareness about
mental health, specifically targeting suicide
prevention to destroy the ‘taboo’ nature of
this subject. Our BIG IDEA is to launch a

14

suicide prevention campaign through the
creation of our app ‘L.I.F.E.- Live in Fullness
Every day.’ We have carried out the following
actions as part of our project:
1. CREATED AN APP: We have created a Suicide Prevention Web App alongside software
developers from Doctonow in Tralee. L.I.F.E.
is a free web app that aims to improve the
overall wellbeing of young people in County
Kerry. It contains a chat option where young
people can send an instant message that will
be received by a mental health organisation
enabling them to provide professional help
and emotional support. This app will also
send out daily positive messages, motivational videos, tips on how to identify a friend
who is struggling and the details on local
events.
2. SHORT FILM: We have created a short film
for the Donal Walsh Film Competition called
‘It All Works Out.’ This film focuses on building resilience to encourage young people to
realise that there is always someone to help.
We wanted to create a light-hearted film to

inspire students to realise that when you
are faced with challenges you need to take
a step back and ask for help if it becomes
overwhelming. We got through to the final
and are now in with a chance of winning!
3. SCHOOL MURAL: We have created a YSI
Mural promoting positive mental health. This
mural will be hung in the General Purpose
Area.
4. FUNDRAISING: By carrying out a car
wash and bake sale we raised €300 for the
Live Life Campaign.
5. SPEAK OUT: As part of the competition
every YSI group has to perform a short 2
minute speak out to explain their project to
the judges. We went to the Lime Theatre in
Limerick and performed ours in front of all of
the Munster schools. From this performance
we won the ARTISTIC EXPRESSION award
and this has been the highlight of our project
so far.
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Berlin Tour
Michalina Gora, T.Y.

For all those who are keen on exploring
or would like to spend a fabulous time
with friends away from home, Mounthawk’s trip to Berlin is something to
definitely consider. The city’s alluring
architecture, vibrant culture, fantastic food and tangible history are just
some of the things that the trip offers.
While visiting the many monuments
that stand as symbols of division
during times of war such as the Brandenburg Gate, Charlottenburg Palace
and Soviet War Memorial, you’ll find

yourself mesmerized by their stories
and their elegant compositions.
By touring the city and its fascinating museums like Checkpoint Charlie,
Sachsenhausen Memorial, the Reichstag and the Berlin Story Bunker - you
will get to see the bitter past of Berlin
in an intriguing and entertaining way.
And for those who are not too fond of
historical outings, the trip still offers
numerous shopping opportunities in
some of Europe’s famous shopping
districts like the Kudamm, Potsdam-

er Platz and a wonderful panoramic
view of the city from the TV Tower.
Other recreational activities included Laser Tag, Bowling and the Ritter
Sports Chocolate Factory; all which
are beyond enjoyable and full of
laughs and giggles with friends. Above
all else, this short stay was an unforgettable experience; and I’m sure that
you will certainly look back on it with
fondness, as I did.

TY Hike Torc

TY climb Croagh Patrick
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School Self-Evaluation and School Improvement Plans
The school has identified six areas for School Improvement Plans (SIPs). The process focuses on improving the
learning experience of students in the school and at the
turn of each year we can self-evaluate progress and plan
for the next stage. The areas are Attendance, Assessment
and Learning, SEN, Wellbeing, ICT and Literacy.

Attendance
We continued our focus on attendance in
2018/19. Little is achieved in learning if students are not present in school. The attendance strategy for the school was reviewed in September 2018
and re-published on the school website at: www.mercymounthawk.ie/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/POLICYonATTENDANCE2018.19-ratified-21.11.18.pdf
The strategies adopted in the previous year in Senior Cycle were
continued this year. The 5th Year absence rate had dropped from
10.6 % in 2016 /17 to 6.7 % in 2017/18. End of year figures indicate
that for 2018/19, the 5th year rate was 6.8% - holding within the
same range. In 6th year, the absence rate had dropped from 12.7
% in the year 2016/17 to 6.4 % in the year 2017/18. In 2018.19 the
6th year rate was 7.1% - again holding within the same range.
Based on staff consultation in August 2018, the SMART goal for
attendance in 2018/19 was to decrease the absenteeism rate in
2nd year by 1%. An awareness raising strategy was adopted with
the 2nd year parents and students emphasising the importance
of full attendance. A second text was sent to parents of 2nd year
on Friday afternoons to alert to any unauthorised absence over
lunchtime. The 2nd year 2017/18 rate of absenteeism was 7.9%
and this has decreased to 5.7% for the 2018/19 cohort.
We are pleased that the interventions are showing results. The
processing of attendance notes will be moved to the School App
in the coming school year - more information to follow in September.

WELLBEING - capturing the STUDENT VOICE
The main initiative in 2018.19 in relation to WELLBEING was the
restructuring of the Year Teams comprising of a Year Head who
leads the team, an Assistant Year Head focusing on attendance,
a pastoral care person, a special needs co-ordinator and the support of a Deputy Principal. The feedback from the teams has been
very positive on the values of the new structure in supporting student wellbeing in the year groups.
The new course in WELLBEING is underway in Junior Cycle and
as part of this process we set about listening to the STUDENT
VOICE this year. Using the Battelle survey instrument, we focused on the student experience of Wellbeing in the classroom.
This Survey looked at 4 components that contribute to a sense of
wellbeing for students: belonging, engagement, classroom management and hope. The full results of this survey are being processed and will provide a base line for teacher self-evaluation of
classroom practice in relation to wellbeing.
We also conducted focus groups with students from 3rd to 6th
year to evaluate provision in SPHE and RSE and to capture the
students’ perspective on the content and nature of the courses
they had experienced. Students across the four year groups felt
that ‘Substance Use’ and ‘individual identity’ were covered well,
whereas Gender Studies needed more emphasis. Physical Activity and Nutrition were also deemed less well covered by students
across all four year groups.
Based on this feedback, we decided to introduce a new class in
SPHE into 2nd year for 2019/20 to bring provision in WELLBEING
to 378 hours over the Junior Cycle as is required for 2020. This
extra class will have modules on ‘nutrition’, ‘cooking and healthy
eating’, ‘fitness’ and ‘health’ in response to the student feedback.
Other aspects of the students’ feedback will feed into the restructuring of the SPHE course which is ongoing by the SPHE team.
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Assessment and
Learning
In this area, the focus of work is
around developing best practice
in the use of ‘Formative Assessment’ in learning. In 2018.19 we
began the consultation process
with teachers, students and the
Parents’ Council on a new Assessment and Learning Policy by
auditing the existing practices of assessment in the school. For
more info see: http://www.mercymounthawk.ie/parent-information/ This audit will form the base line for the development of the
new policy on assessment - work for 2019/20.
The context for this new policy is the change in assessment
practice in Junior Cycle with the introduction of CBAs. This new
process in Formative Assessment is key to the success of learning in Junior Cycle and a lot of effort has gone into considering
a timetable for CBAs for next year and in developing procedures
for monitoring progress and communicating feedback on CBAs to
students and parents. Information will be communicated to parents through the School App in early September 2019.
In tandem with this process, we have continued teacher CPD
around Formative Instructional Practices (FIP). FIP are the formal and informal ways that teachers and students gather and
respond to evidence of student learning. With these practices,
teachers use tools, strategies and resources to determine what
students know, identify possible gaps in understanding, modify
instruction, and actively engage students in their learning. The
FIP pilot working group of 10 teachers across 4 subjects in 2017/18
expanded to 23 teachers across 12 subjects for the school year
2018/19. The group undertook an online six module course (The
Battelle System) to explore various aspects of Formative Assessment in particular setting out Clear Learning Outcomes (CLOs
as criteria for success in learning). All 23 teachers surveyed their
pupils, at the beginning of the year, using the Student Experience
Survey (see www.thestudentexperience.org for details) and set
a baseline measurement for the pupil’s experience of learning
in the classroom. At the end of the school year pupils were surveyed again and teachers were able to compare the results and
examine what might be changed in their own classroom to aid
students in increasing ownership of their own learning.
The teacher group built a set of templates for CLOs which will
be available to all teachers for use in classes. These Clear Learning Outcomes provide instructions for students on how to master a body of work. They provide a roadmap to success within
a “chunk” of learning. How useful is this? The student feedback
suggests they “really appreciate knowing where the learning is
going over a two-three week period”. They know “exactly what
it takes to progress through the levels and therefore helps them
focus more on what they need to revise to get higher grades“.
The initiative will be rolled out on a whole school basis in 2019/20
in a whole school project supported through the DES sponsored
‘Forbairt’ programme in which the school will participate next
year.

ICT - computing
The digital learning action plan continued apace this year using the ICT
grant. Building on the computer
classes which started in 1st year in
2017, this year (2018/19) saw the successful introduction of the
new Short Courses in ‘Coding’ and ‘Digital Media Literacy’ into
2nd year with 68 students taking coding in 3 class groups and
21 students taking Digital Media Literacy – meaning that 42% of
the 2nd year cohort opted for one or other of these technology
short courses. The intake has grown again for the 2019 second
year class with a total of 118 students opting for the short courses in these subjects. Uptake of Digital Media Literacy has grown

36% of the cohort next year is female which is a positive development in the profile of the cohort.
The second aspect of the ICT plan for 2018/19 focused on the
introduction of Google Chrome Books to provide easier access
to computers in the classroom.

Now that the hardware and software aspect has been significantly addressed in the ICT plan, attention in the coming year
can focus on the methodologies being used in teaching to promote and scaffold good research practice for students in the
classroom and to develop research skills as learning outcomes.

Special Needs
In the area of SEN provision, we progressed with the development of the new
digital version of student learning plans
and they were uploaded to VSWare to
aid more ready access by subject teachers to the recommendations for students with respect to supporting learning in the
general classroom. Feedback from teachers has been positive
regarding the easier accessibility to the information and the
GDPR compliance of the new model.
The ‘Behaviour for Learning’ (BfL) model was introduced to
the school to work with students who engage in challenging
behaviour. The programme was evaluated by the SEN teachers with recommendations for changing the structure for
2018/19 to emphasise a more proactive intervention in 1st year.
This is being timetabled for September 2019.

Sound

DESK
TY learn to
be Sound &
Lighting
Engineers

Literacy
Methodologies focusing on Keywords in the promoting of
literacy are now well embedded in teaching in the school. A
survey of students in the latter part of the year indicated that
81% of students were aware of a focus on Keywords as part
of learning and 81.6% indicating that knowledge of keywords
helps them with learning. 75.7% of students surveyed say that
Keywords are well explained.
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This is seen as a necessary development in supporting learning in the school, particularly in Junior Cycle where research
is now a central component of many CBAs. This initiative has
been very successful with an end of year analysis of bookings
showing that usage was spread over 68 staff members and
showing an average of 53 class period per week using the
chrome books for learning. Throughout the year, staff was introduced through CPD to a range of Apps for use in teaching
such as Kahoot, Google classroom and Google drive.

An evaluation by staff indicated that the introduction of the
‘Keyword Journals’ has not been that successful as they are
not practical to use being often mislaid for one year to the next.
Teachers prefer to use copybooks for ‘Keywords’ as this better
contextualises the words within the learning and homework
material being studied – a more effective methodology. Following this evaluation, we have decided to discontinue the
purchase of Keyword Journals.
Building on the WELLREAD AWARD NATIONAL AWARD
achieved in May 2018, we continued this year to promote
reading in the school. The re-development of the library by the
student and teacher team has been a highlight of the school
year and the real focus of work in promoting literacy in the
school. It has been a boost to have the revamped Library as
a base for the student ‘Book Club’ and ‘Debating Club’ during
lunchtimes.
John O’Roarke & Shane Kissane

This year, Mercy Mounthawk introduced sound engineering as a component for Transition Year. With
state of the art facilities, our students are learning to produce podcasts, radio documentaries and
even run shows through our Behringer X32 Digital
Board. This course is run by Mr Steven Andreucetti,
a renowned sound engineer who has worked with
Aslan in the past, and brings a wealth of expertise
and experience to our students.

uel Abubaker has been the lead engineer for this
year’s productions, ably assisted by Oliwia Miszczak
and Kelly O’Mahony under the watchful eye of Mr
Andreucetti.

The programme aims to introduce students to the
science of sound and lighting so that they can manage productions here in the school. Some of our TY
students have done the sound and lighting for several school events like the carol service, Awards Night,
Centenary Sessions and the graduation Mass. Sam-

Media Makers in TY
Patrick Nolan and Samuel Abubaker have created some nice video footage of a selection of school events throughout
the year. T.Y. Coordinator, Mr Redican has honed their skills as movie makers in Media Studies classes through the year.
The following are a selection for you to peruse at your leisure!
Mercy Mounthawk Transition Year 2018/2019: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Abrf6rKFwYQ
Catholic School week video:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEBmV35h_mE
Cycle against suicide video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=-W_LqKx3rDQ
Sports day video:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=22-nWMjjFDg
All Ireland basketball: www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXMO4S25Jio
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BT Young Scientist
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Two Highly Commended

We had four projects accepted and
two were highly commended at the
BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition at the RDS this year.
In total, 1,131 students from 237
schools all over Ireland presented
550 projects. The following projects
were submitted from Mounthawk:
Natalia Talaga and Temisan
King-Chaninomi
Category: Biological and Ecological
Title of Project: An Investigation
into Whether Graphene Is An Effective Alternative To Plastic
In their project, they investigated
whether graphene is an effective alternative to plastic.
Their project work consisted of
various experiments- chemical
and physical comparisons of both
graphene and plastic in order to
determine if plastic could replace
graphene in the future.

Supervised study
Supervised Study will begin
September 4th 2019
Supervised study is available
to all students from:
Monday to Thursday from
4.00p.m. to 6.00p.m. (€250)
or
from 4.00p.m. to 7.00p.m.(€350)
APPLICATION FORMS ONLINE ONLY IN
AUGUST VIA THE SUPERVISED STUDY
PAGE IN THE ‘PARENT AND PUPILS’
TAB ON SCHOOL WEBSITE.
PAYMENT VIA VSWARE ONLY.

Patrick Nolan, Nicola Moriarty and
Sean Fitzgibbon
Category: Technology
Title of Project: Safety Sensor and
Camera for Bicycles
Their project involved designing and
building a bicycle safety system
that detects vehicles approaching
from behind and alerts the cyclist.
Based on RSA statistics and recommendation, they calculated a
hazardous driving zone. The safety
system has a camera which recognises cars using Tensor Flow, an
object detection software. If a car
enters the hazardous driving zone,
the handlebars vibrate.
Samuel Abubakar
Category: Technology
Title of Project: Hawkbotdirect
Hawkbot is chatbot which is short
for a chat robot and that is an

automated system that emulates human conversations through text chats or
even text to speech or both. HawkDirect
is a navigational app that Samuel created
that allows you to find your way around a
building or in his case a school.
Sean Hennessey and John Mc Crohon Category: Technology
Title of Project: The Posture Pad
Their project was an investigation into the
Technological Solutions to Chronic Posture
Related Ailments.

Senior Science Students in
the top 5% in the country
ISTA Senior science quiz was held
on the 15th of November in IT Tralee.
Three Mounthawk teams took part.
21 teams represented schools from
throughout the county for the Kerry
Group Senior Science Quiz. Tralee’s
top team Mounthawk Lucy O’Sullivan, Michael O’Gara and Tiernan
Brosnan were narrowly beaten by
one point in a tie-breaking round.
They qualified to represent the re-

gion in the finals at Trinity on the
Saturday the 25th November. 50
teams took part in the final representing 20 counties. Almost 1100
leaving Cert students took part in
the regional finals and 150 students
qualified for the National finals.
Mounthawk finished in the top 5%
in the country!

Please complete both the
application form and payment
to secure a place before 30th August.
Further Information is available from stellaoshea@mercymounthawk.ie
Please see the school website for study
prices and policy.
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Ms Enright with Jake O’Carroll, Dara Newsome,
David Hughes and Conor Bradshaw

Senior Science Quiz Tiernan Brosnan,
Lucy O’Sullivan and Michael O’Gara

Athletics TRACK & FIELD
4 Gold and 1 Bronze
at National Finals
Huge congratulations are due to Mercy
Mounthawk’s Track and Field team in
what has been a highly successful year.
The students excelled in several disciplines
and achieved marvellous success across
all competitions, in particular within the
county region winning both titles of Best
Boys and Girls Track and Field Schools in
Kerry. The athletes received a total of 9
medals at the Munster Indoor Games, 89
medals in the County Track & Field Competition, 75 medals in the North Munster
Competition, 30 medals and a girls’ relay
record at Munster level and finally 8 medals at National Athletics Finals in Thurles.
Mervyn Shalemba won 2 Gold medals for
the Inter 100m and 200m. Senior Boys
Relay Team won Gold and Orla O’Reilly
won Bronze in Senior 200m.
This year we also had two athletes represent Ireland at the SIAB’s International
Track and Field Championship in Scotland. Cillian Griffin ran the third leg of the
silver medal winning 4x100m relay, and
placed 4th in the 100m sprint final. Luke
O Carroll placed 4th in the Long Jump,
jumping an impressive 6.85m.

Aaron Malik

Basit Oyebanji & Orla O Reilly

Darragh Courtney

Mervyn Shalemba

Luke O Carroll

Orla O Reilly
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Best Boys & Best Girls
School in Kerry

Ryne Yebanez

Inter Boys

Cross Country

Junior Girls

Oisin Spillane

Best Girls School – Morkham Shield Winners
Mercy Mounthawk’s Cross Country team had great success this academic year. Almost five hundred athletes from Kerry and West Limerick took part in this year’s Kerry Schools Cross Country Championship.
Mounthawk athletes showed great determination and capability on
the day with Mounthawk being presented with the Morkham Shield
for Best Girls School and our boys’ team came in third place for Best
Boys School.
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Basketball
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Under 15 Basketball

By Edward Sheehy

It all started off in October in Mounthawk when we faced
two strong secondary schools in the qualifiers: A.G. from
Cork, who have a very strong team, and Éanna from
Dublin. We played A.G. first and had a comfortable win.
Next we played A.G. We played very well as it was a
blowout game. We then waited for all the other qualifiers
to be played. We would face one of the three teams that
emerged from the qualifiers in the All-Ireland semi-final.
We got drawn against Malahide and the other semi-final was between St. Joseph’s The Bish, and Marian. We
played tremendously against Malahide and won by 10
points in the end. In the other game, The Bish beat Marian by 1.
We knew this game was what we had worked for over the
last two years in the school and that it would be great to
accomplish it. We played the Bish in the final and won by
17 because we played the best basketball we could play
and we won the A All-Ireland.

U15 Boys All Ireland Schools Cup Champions 2019

Mounthawk Boys
Basketball 2018/19
Under 19 Boys
Southwest champions beating
Rathmore in the final
All Ireland School Cup Runners Up
Under 16 Boys
Southwest Champions beating
Rathmore in the final

1st Year Boys Southwest Runners Up

2nd year Southwest Champions

Irish Internationals

U19 Boys Trip to USA Feb 2019

Under 15 Boys
Southwest champions beating
Killarney in the final
All Ireland schools cup champions
beating St. Joseph’s of Galway
in the final
Under 14 Boys
Southwest Runners up
Qualified for the all-Ireland
playoffs in May

Food from our school Garden
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Senior Boys basketball team who spent a week in Boston over midterm playing basketball. A
wonderful experience!

Active Leisure

Our 1st Year Futsal team were
crowned Kerry and Munster
champions in a very successful
year. Futsal is a South American
version of indoor soccer with
emphasis on skill and technique.
Our team won every game in the
Kerry competition, before competing in the Munster campaign.
Again, we were undefeated
and top scorers in the competition and went on to represent
Munster in the All-Ireland Finals.
Huge credit must go to the players who showed phenomenal
determination and skill throughout the competition.

The students organised fundraising events in
the form of teachers versus students events
for the Donal Walsh Foundation, trained as
Athletics leaders thanks to coaches from
the Tralee Harriers and diligently coached in
primary schools in the Tralee area.
Una O' Mahony from Radar Sport kindly
sponsored coaching t- shirts to ensure the students were suitably attired for their coaching
duties. They completed a foundation GAA
Referees Course which included a fitness test
that referees have to pass if they want to referee inter-county matches. Only one person
from the group passed the test, showing how
difficult it is to be a referee outside of the county. This course helped the class greatly as they
learned much more about GAA rules, helping them to play better. They are now also
equipped and trained to referee under-age
games.

the school offering the CPR for Schools Programme to them before they left the school.
Following completion of their own personal
profile of fitness, another group of leaders
conducted the Irish Life Ireland's Fittest School
challenge. This involved visiting all PE classes,
to fitness test students and retest following an
intervention six weeks later.
The Active Leisure leaders ensured the school
notice board was maintained with inspirational messages regarding physical activity or
to highlight the "Best Beepers" from each year
group in the Beep test. Students also assisted other TY groups in the school such as the
school Sports Day and began preparations for
the ‘Mounthawk Mile’ around the hardcourt
and within the school building. Well done for
all your efforts!
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Futsal - Kerry
& Munster
Champions

The Active Leisure group 2018-2019 endeavoured to promote fitness and physical activity
not only in the school, but in the local community, building on the work of the groups from
the previous two years.

The leaders completed a CPR for Schools
Training Programme (set up by the Irish Heart
Foundation.) Chris Egan, Gavin Burrows, Liana Williams and Rachel O’Donnell from the
group then approached 6th year students in

SPIKEBALL
The first year Spikeball team
got through to the All Irelands
after some hard training and
great teamwork. They trained
every Wednesday at lunch and
some Tuesdays before the big
competition.

Junior Camogie

First year girls soccer

Junior girls soccer team

Munster 7's camogie in Mallow
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Senior Boys Hurling

Ladies
Football

1st Year Girls football Team who won the Munster Blitz Cup Final in Mallow defeating Pres. Mitchelstown.

Junior Ladies Football who were sponsored by Lidl

Senior Ladies Football

1st year girls football
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TY students complete GAA Referee course

Whistle Blast workshop

Very early on Saturday morning,
the 25th August, two buses of
students and teachers set off for
Dublin to volunteer at the Papal
Mass in the Phoenix Park on the
Sunday. We stayed at Coláiste
Bríd, Clondalkin and visited the
Phoenix Park on the Saturday
evening to prepare for the main
event on the Sunday. We were
on site by 7 a.m. on Sunday
morning and worked until about
8 p.m. It was the experience of a
lifetime and a memorable occasion that has become a cherished
memory for all of us present.

The Apprentice Chef Semi Final took place in
I.T. Tralee on the 1st of March. We were represented by Ellie Sugrue and Leah Long of
Transition Year.
Leah prepared, cooked and served pan-seared
monkfish on a bed of creamed spinach and
leek, fondant potatoes, carrot and orange puree and beetroot crisps. Ellie prepared, cooked
and served a beetroot chocolate fondant with
hazelnuts with spun sugar, beetroot yogurt,
brown bread ice cream and a citrus brown
bread spoil, and mini meringues.

Ellie Sugrue, winner of Apprentice Chef
with her teacher Ms O’Leary
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World
Meeting of
Families

Ellie wins
Apprentice
Chef Title

Both girls qualified for the final, which was
held in May in I.T.Tralee. Congratulations to
Ellie Sugrue who won the Apprentice Chef
title.

Intercultural Night 2018
Ms Bernie O’Shea

On Thursday, November 15th the students and staff came
together to celebrate multiculturalism at Mercy Mounthawk
in fond memory of our teacher, colleague and friend Martha
Brassil.
One of Martha’s many legacies was celebrating student individuality and identity and to continue this in memory of our
dear friend an Intercultural Night, where students from many
different nationalities shared traditions, foods and cultures
was held.
Students from Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Italy, Ireland, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of Congo, Greece, Russia, Poland, Pakistan,
Japan, Malaysia and the Philippines were very happy and
extremely proud to participate in this event, highlighting their
fondness and respect for Martha at every level.

It proved to be an unforgettable experience where students,
teachers, parents and invited guests learned a tremendous
amount about each other, heightening awareness and acceptance and strengthening the sense of belonging in the school,
which was always Martha’s wish.
The Intercultural Committee were very happy to welcome
some of Martha’s family with her daughter Aisling, who spoke
about Martha and how happy she was to see Martha’s legacy continuing.
It is envisaged that this night will be held ever two years to
continue the work of our dear friend and colleague Martha
Brassil RIP.
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History Week By Ms. Sommers
“History is not a burden on the memory
but an illumination of the soul”.
Once again history was brought to life throughout the corridors of
Mercy Mounthawk, as the History Department ran History week
from 5th to the 9th of November. The week had a very full itinerary
of interesting and exciting events for all the different year groups.
Each day during assembly we learned about different events which
occurred “On This Day” in History. These ranged from The Gunpowder Plot to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, and took in
the Russian revolution in 1917 to the rise of Hitler and Kristallnacht.
Throughout the week we ran a 3D model and poster competition for
all First and Second year History students. This was very successful
and a huge effort was made by all those who entered the competition. The entries were very impressive and ranged from medieval
castles to battlefields. The overall winners of the 3D model competition were Lance Perez, Thomas McGuire and Michael Guerin for
their intricately crafted Samurai artefacts. Lena Daly won the poster
competition for her retro Rock Revolution guitar poster.
Another memorable event was the second ever History Rap Battle.
The number of students entering this year was much higher than
last year, as was the number of spectators who gathered in the library. Again a huge effort was put in by those participating. Their
raps covered many aspects of the Junior Cert History course, and
the performances were top class. In the face of stiff competition, Daisy Novak came out on top of the battle.

Figures from history

The First Years were treated to a movie evening in Centenary Hall.
All gathered to watch “A Knights Tale” and it was a very enjoyable
afternoon. Second Years showed their competitive streak on Thursday evening in the History table quiz. They really gave it their all to
be crowned champions and all took it very seriously – with a lot of
fun thrown into the mix!
New to this years History Week was the introduction of a history-themed “Poetry Aloud” competition. Based on the poetry of the
World War 1 poets, our students put a huge effort into writing and
reciting their own poetry. This was a very successful event and one
that will continue to grow. Judith Waugh won the competition for
her rendition of ‘Dulce Et Decorum Est’ but Keela Hughes won the
Judge’s Prize for her self-composed reflection on Amelia Earhart.
And finally, where would we be in History Week if we didn’t spot
some figures from history wandering around our Mounthawk’s corridors? Where else would you find Martin Luther rubbing shoulders
with Grainuaile and Freddie Mercury?!
A huge thank you to all the members of the History Department
who worked to organise History week and for encouraging their students to take part so enthusiastically. It is only with their hard work
that these events can take place. Also a big thanks to all our students
who took part – some of them out if their comfort zones – to bring
History Week to life and making it such a successful and enjoyable
week in our school.

History Rap Battle

Winners of History Teachers Association Quiz

Winners at
Listowel Food Fair

Santa's Grotto

Christmas Jumper Day in aid
of SDeP Food Appeal
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On the 9th of November a mixture
of second, TY and fifth year Home
Economics students travelled to the
Food Academy as part of the Listowel Food Fair. Students enjoyed a
cookery demonstration, a lecture on
nutrition, Zumba classes and some
food tastings from local producers.
The highlight of the day was the
awards ceremony. Our students’ hard
work on their projects based on the
Bord Bia Quality Mark, most certainly paid off as we had award winners
in both categories. Well done to all
involved.

Caoimhe Doyle Ms. O’Leary and
Caoimhe Dowling, winners at
Listowel Food Fair

Ms. O’Leary, Chloe Hennebery,
Roisin Reidy and Aideen Lynch

Student Council
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Ecology and Recycling
Committee Sean Hennessy
The ecology and recycling committee’s objective is to promote recycling and to maintain a clean and healthy environment in the school.
So far this year, the committee have attended a climate change conference held by ECOUNESO, to learn how to reduce our carbon footprint
in the school. We are in the process of working on our project regarding
plastic free schools for the Young Environmentalist of the Year competition. The committee have been working hard to try gain a green flag
for the school as well. One of the main upcoming projects is to bring in
a new school water bottle which would be available to all students in
an attempt to reduce the school’s plastic waste.

Student Council Eco Leadership Training

Social Integration
and Wellbeing
Mary O’Connell - Head Girl

The Social Integration and Wellbeing Committees are designed to promote the cultural diversity, integration and wellbeing of all students in
our school. In September we organized an ABBA themed Centenary
Sessions where students sang an array of ABBA songs during lunch.
This was a huge success and a wellbeing booster. In October and November, we worked with teachers and other students to organize an
Intercultural Night in our school. This was held in our Centenary hall
where there was food, song, dance and stories from all the different
cultures in our school. In October, the Student Council Committees got
a talk from Astrid Longhurst about positivity and wellbeing. In December, she returned to speak to 6th year students. We also launched the
Amber Flag for positive mental health, which we earned with the Senior Social Innovators at the end of last year. It is our hope to maintain
the Amber Flag this year, by continuing to organize events such as a
Stand-Up to Bullying day. We also held a Christmas Centenary Session to spread some festive cheer.

Students adding their thumbprints as part of Earth Day

Lollipop Day raises funds for Oesaophageal Cancer Research

2nd year trip to Madrid

Sinead Frampton & Ally Guilfoyle - World Martial Arts
Champions in kick- boxing
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5th Year students perfect
their Spanish in Madrid
In February of this year, 5th year students Ellie Mc Elligott, Rachel
Ryan, Erin Griffin and Michael Moynihan went to Madrid, Spain for
a week-long trip where they stayed with Spanish host families and
attended Spanish secondary school making lots of new friends. Our
students were surprised at the long school day and the fact that
teachers corrected their ‘Leaving Cert’ exam. They toured Madrid,
visiting all the cultural and historical attractions as well as Parque
Warner theme park! Overall they had a brilliant trip, experiencing
Spanish culture first hand. Thanks goes to Ms O’Connor for organising this wonderful trip, making memories that they will cherish.

Tapas at Sol Y Sombra

Class 3.1 Bake Sale raised €305 for the Irish Guide Dogs

GERMAN CORNER

Austrian Embassy
Essay Writing
Competition
Our Senior Cycle students took part in
the Austrian Essay Writing Competition. The students had to write an essay
in the German language entitled “1989
– ein Meilenstein in der Geschichte Europas. Wie soll sich Europe 30 Jahre
später weiter entwickeln?” (1989 – A
mile stone in the history of the European Union – How should Europe develop in the next 30 years?). The students
undertook in depth research into many
topics from Brexit to Europe’s refugee
crisis and beyond.

German Club
German Club runs on Thursdays at
lunch time for all students of German.
Students get to experience the German language through games, film,
music and much more. It is a fun and
relaxing environment for students to
develop their language skills as well as
learn more about what German culture has to offer.

Ms.Browne, Diana Meriakri,
Ailish O'Sullivan and Daniel Sheehy

Mairead, Sean and Nour Khidr meet Archbishop Diarmuid Martin and
Maire Griffin, CEIST at the Annual Leadership Conference in Dublin
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German Debating Team
A team of fifth year students, Charlotte O’Halloran, Daniel Sheehy, Ailish
O’Sullivan and Diana Meriakri took
part in the Goethe Institut Debating
Competition earlier this year. The
topic up for debate was “Handys sind
für den Unterricht nötig” which translates as “Mobile phones are necessary for the lesson”. The students put
in countless hours of preparation for
this debate and through this process
they developed their knowledge of the
German language, especially vocabulary and pronunciation as well as a
new insight into the German culture.
The team competed against Coláiste
Choilm of Ballingcollig. The students
themselves said it was a great experience and they were delighted to use
their German language skills outside
of the classroom.

Mounthawk students at Papal
visit in Phoenix Park.

Is mór an onóir dúinn gur tairgeadh trí
scoláireacht ar fiú trí chéad euro an ceann
iad do thriúr de dhaltaí na cúigiú bliana le
dul chomh fada le Coláiste na bhFiann I Rath
Cairn, Co na Mí, an samhradh seo chugainn.
Is iad Angela Dineen, Stephanie Keane agus
Brian Mc Elligott na daltaí buacacha. Ba é
seo an chéad uair againn cur isteach ar a
leithéid de chomórtas agus guímid gach rath
orthu araon agus iad ag tabhairt aghaidh ar
chontae na Mí I gcaitheamh an tsamhraidh.

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Bhí tarrach ar imeachtaí ar siúl sa scoil i mbliana mar pháirt do Sheachtain na Gaeilge
agus atmaisféar fuinniúil le braith ar fud na scoile ó thús deireadh na seachtaine.
Ghlac daltaí ón gcéad bhliain páirt i roinnt imeachtaí éagsúla, ina measc, céilí,
tóraíocht taisce, comórtas t-léine agus comórtas póstaeir. Seo thíos roinnt pictiúirí
don spraoi is an spórt

Póstaer buacach nab liana dearth
ag Kim McTigue

Angela Dineen, Brian Mc Elligott
and Stephanie Keane

Scoláireachtaí
Gaeltachta
Ms. Ní Dhubhda

Ba mhian linn ár mbuíochas a ghabháil le
Coláistí Chorca Dhuibhne arís i mbliana as
ucht sé leath scoláireacht a bhronnadh ar an
scoil. Thug Treasa Ní Mhainín agus Orla ní
tSíthigh cuairt ar an scoil i Mí na Nollag agus
bhronnadar na leath scoláireachtaí ar na
daltaí buacacha. Is iad seo a leanas na daltaí a bheidh ag tabhairt aghaidh ar Chorca
Dhuibhne i gcaitheamh an tsamhraidh atá
le teacht; Thomas Flavin Rang 2.3, Michael
Tansley Rang 1.5, Rachel Mulgrew Rang 1.7,
Lilly-Mai Williamson Rang 1.1, Lauren Smullen
Rang 2.1 agus Ali Cavanagh atá sa cúigiú bliain. Tá súil againn go mbainfidh siad uile idir
thaitneamh agus thairbhe as a dtréimhse thiar.

Ceardlann Drámaíochta ‘Caith Amach’
Bliain 6
Tháinig an grúpa drámaíochta ‘Caith
Amach’ atá faoi stiúir Seán Mac Donnagh
chun na scoile ag tús na bliana le seó
bríomhar agus oideachasúil do lucht na
hArdteiste. Dhírigh an taispeántas ar na
sraith pictiúr atá mar pháirt don scrúdú
cainte sa Ghaeilge. Cuireadh na sraith
pictiúr i láthair i slí suimiúil agus taitneamhach do na daltaí, rud a chabhraigh
go mór leo agus iad ag tabhairt faoin
scrúdú cainte. Mhol lucht na séú bliana
an taispeántas go hard na spéire agus ár
mbuíochas le ‘Caith Amach’ as ucht cuairt
a thabhairt orainn.
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Coláiste
na bhFiann

Buaiteoirí an chomórtas t-léine

Seachtain na Gaeilge - Daltaí na hArdteiste
gnóthach le linn geandáil ghasta

Turas go dtí an Triail
le Maggie Ní Nualláin
Rinneamar staidéar ar an dráma chlúiteach “AnTriail” le Máiréad Ní Ghráda I mbliana mar chuid d’ár gcúrsa Gaeilge. Ní bréag a rá ná go raibh sé ar an gcuid is taitneamhaí d’ár gcúrsa go dtí seo. Tá scéal fíor spéisiúil I gcroílár an dráma, agus mar sin,
nuair a chualamar go rabhamar ag dul chun léiriúchán de chuid Fibín a fheiceáil beo
in amharclann an Bhelltable I gCathair Luimnigh, bhíomar ar bís.
Insíonn An Triail scéal Mháire Ní Chathasaigh, cailín soineanta, soghonta atá ag
fás aníos in Éirinn I lár an chéid seo caite. Meallann an máistir scoile Pádraig Ó
Cathasaigh í lena chaint phlámásach agus éiríonn sí torrach lasmuigh de chuing an
phósadh. Is é príomh théama an dráma ná fimíneacht an tsochaí I gcoitinne I leith na
mná seo I ré a bhí go hiomlán difriúil le saol an lae inniu.
Bhuaileamar bóthar go Cathair Luimnigh ar an gcéad lá de mhí Deireadh Fómhair
in éineacht lenár gceathrar múinteoirí agus sinn ag tnúth go mór leis an léiriúchán
agus caithfear a rá nach raibh díomá orainn. Isteach linn. Osclaíodh na cuirtíní agus
nochtaíodh seit a bhí bunúsach ar chéad fhéachaint ach a bhí cruthaithe go nuálach
is go héifeachtach. Shuíomar siar agus bhaineamar lán ár súl as an sár léiriúchán
a thug an buíon beag d’aisteoirí sár chumasacha. Cuireadh scéal suaite Mháire ina
steillbheatha faoin ár mbráid agus ba léir ó na haigheanna nuair a dúnadh an cuirtín
don uair dheireanach go ndeachaigh a scéal truamhéalach I bhfeidhm go mór ar
dhaoine.

Turas go dtí an Triail

Ba mhian linn ár mbuíochas a ghabháil len ár múinteoirí Ms. Reidy, Ms Ní Dheargain, Ms O’ Keeffe agus Ms. Ní Dhubhda agus leis an scoil as an deis iontach seo a
thabhairt dúinn. Táim cinnte go bhfanfaidh scéal Mháire linn in ár gcroíthe go ceann
I bhfad.
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CAREER GUIDANCE
& COUNSELLING

French
Department

To facilitate 3rd year and 6th year students
settle into their exam year they were provided
with a presentation from Feidhlim O Seasnain
from “Super Generation” on study skills and
motivation.
All sixth year students did the Career Interest
Inventory to help them to identify their vocational interest. This, coupled with their aptitude
test results will help them decide on third level
courses.

This year the French department
welcomed back the French Theatre
for Schools Group, which was entertaining to say the least! The students had
the opportunity to tread the boards in
French, which was thoroughly enjoyed
by all!

Sixth year students have attended the UCC,
Limerick (UL, LIT and Mary I) and ITT open
days. They also attended the Careers Fair organised by the Kerry Branch of The Institute
of Guidance Counsellors. Visiting speakers
from various colleges, representing different
disciplines, have spoken to students since last
September.

In March, many of the 6th year students
of French attended an evening of fun,
food and français at Chez Christophe,
to celebrate their progress throughout
Senior Cycle and in preparation for their
Leaving Cert oral exams.

And now that the exams are over, students
are encouraged to fully utilize their CAO application by applying for both Level 8 and Level
6/7 courses. It is important to remember that
while a student may start a particular course
at Level 6/7 it is possible to progress to higher
levels within all Higher Education Institutions.
Wishing all our Leaving Certs the best of luck in
their exams and future careers.

French Theatre for Schools
Careers Night turnout

MATHS

Maths Week 2018

Maths Week took place across the country from the 13th to 21st of October. It aims to demonstrate that Maths is not confined to a book but
rather that it is all around us and that it affects our everyday lives in so
many ways. During the week, all first year students were given time
to design and complete posters with a maths theme and maths based
quizzes were organised for Senior students, with prizes for the top performing students in each class. Ms Stokes organised a Maths workshop
in Centenary hall, with the help of Transition year students Erin O’ Halloran, Leah Long, Emma Fitzgibbon, Nicola Moriarty and Patrick Nolan.
These students set up a variety of critical thinking and logical games for
2nd and 3rd years to engage in. The week helped promote awareness,
appreciation and understanding of maths, through the huge variety of
events and activities organized.
First Year Maths Quiz winners (pictured below)

Maths Week Poster Winners

Senior Maths Quiz Winners
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Mr. Lyne

Dennys Gercik
James Dowling
Kealan Lynch
Skye Lynch

Lucy Kingston
Carys Curran
Biye Guo

Mounthawk gets Excellence in STEM Award
Diana Meriakri and Jessica Murphy were the Kerry recipients of the Boston Scientific
Medical Devices award in the regional Finals of Scifest in I.T. Tralee. They represented
the region in the All- Ireland Finals with their project “An investigation into the use of
antiprotons in Cancer Therapy” where they received an excellence in STEM Award in
recognition of their success.

Patrick Nolan, Nicola Moriarty
& Sean Fitzgibbon

Sean Vieux & Daire Doyle

Georgia Twomey & Ben O’Reilly

Exotic Surprises and
Fun for Science Week
A wide variety of events took place for Science
week from the 12th to the 18th of November.
S.E.A.I launched the week with a workshop on
energy conversions and sustainability.
34 teams took part in the annual first year
charity Science Quiz sponsored by SFI and Cotters Catering. It took place in Centenary Hall
on the 12th of November. Quizmasters were
Sean Hennessey and Mairead Kearney. Transition years helped to coordinate the event.

Animal roadshow were present on 14th
November for the second years. There
was a perfect balance between learning and fun in the presentation. It introduced the students to a variety of exotic
animals in a safe and entertaining way.
There were close encounters and handling opportunities with lizards, snakes,
owls, tortoises, chinchillas and tarantulas!! Solar system treasure hunt, periodic
games, poster competitions were some of
the other activities that took place.

Winners of the 1st Year Science Quiz

1st place - Mohammed Abdalla, Abinna
Izehi and Michael Tansley

Diana Meriakri and Jessica Murphy were the Kerry recipients
of the Boston Scientific Medical Devices award in the regional
Finals of scifest in IT Tralee. They represented the region in the
All- Ireland Finals

SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

Scifest
NATIONAL
AWARDS

Natalia Talaga & Temisan King

Olympiad

Two students were selected for the Irish Junior Science Olympiad. Kate Waldron and
Patrick Nolan were identified by the State
Examinations Commission based on their
Junior Certificate examination results in
Maths and Science. The IrEUSO took place
in DCU on Saturday the 3rd of November.

Science Olympiad Kate Waldron
& Patrick Nolan

2nd Place - Laura Reilly, Ciara Palmer and
Cara Gannon

3rd place - Deirbhle Cronin,
Rohan Carter O,Flynn and Quintar Ameed

Students engage with Vex robotics building in
conjunction with a Science foundation Ireland funded
initiative, in conjunction with I.T.T.
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Leaving Cert Achievements and
College Scholarship Award Winners 2018

Shane Walsh
– 625 points
Studying Finance in U.C.C.

Eoghan O’Buachalla
- 613 points
Studying Medicine in
U.C.C.

Ciaran O’Reilly
– 590 points
Studying Maths-Science
in U.C.C.

John Holmes
– 589 points
Studying Engineering in
UCD and Scholarship:
Academic high Achievement Award U.C.D.

Philip McCarthy
– 589 points
Studying Commerce in
U.C.D. and Scholarship:
Academic high Achievement Award U.C.D.

Lauryn O’Grady
Scholarship: Academic
high Achievement Award
U.C.D.

Diarmuid O’Connor
Scholarship: Entrance
Exhibition Award, Trinity
College Dublin

National Exam Statistics
Junior Cert 2018
Subject	National ‘A’ Grade
Maths
Music
History
Art
French
Science
Business
Metalwork

6.9%
12.5%
12.5%
15.5%
8.1%
7.2%
7.5%
8.6%

Mounthawk ‘A’ Grade
10.1%
35.3%
19%
41.2%
13.1%
13%
10.1%
18%

Leaving Cert 2018
Subject
Maths
English
Irish
Physics
Geography
Business
Economics
Engineering
Points
Over 600
Over 500

National ‘H1/H2’
5.9%
9.2%
10.9%
9%
11%
15.6%
17.8%
3.8%

10.8%
11.4%
12.7%
30%
22%
26.5%
23.8%
30%

National

Mounthawk

0.4%
10%

1.2%
19%

Parents’
Council
High Quality

Nearly New Uniforms
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Mounthawk ‘H1/H2’

Junior Cert
Achievement
Keela Hughes
Isobel Keane
Kate Waldron
Kieran Collins

10 A Grades
8 A Grades
9 A Grades
8 A grades

Mercy Secondary School Mounthawk Parents’ Council continue to source
previously loved school uniforms. We ask parents and students who may
have uniforms in good condition that they no longer need, to hand in to the
school before June 30th. These uniforms, fully laundered are made available for purchase in August. This service is highly helpful to our students
and parents as they can be purchased at a fraction of the cost of the full
price. Jumpers, ties, pants, skirts, fleeces, blazers and shirts are all accepted
if they are clean and in good repair. The funds raised by the Parents’ Council are used to provide supports for extra-curricular activities in the school.

We commenced our year in September with our AGM, at
which we explained our activities and accounted for monies raised and spent. Principal, John O’Roarke, also delivered a report, addressing the recent changes in curriculum,
the use of new active learning methodologies in junior cycle, literacy and numeracy academic achievements and
aims for the coming year. Elections were held for Parent
Representative positions on the Board of Management.
In October, we organised our Third Annual Career’s Night
for senior-cycle students. This event complements the
work done by the Career Guidance Department by offering
students the chance to learn about the reality of a particular career - the unique skills required, the career challenges,
pay structures and also gives the students the opportunity
to meet specialists living in their own community. Almost
thirty different careers were highlighted and we are very
grateful to the many local people in industry and the professions who give so willingly of their time and expertise to
interact with our young people at this event. We would be
delighted to hear from any parent who would be willing
to talk about their own career at our next careers event in
October 2019 – perhaps this could be your way of offering
your skills and encouraging the work of the Parents Council??
Parents play a very important role in supporting their
young people as they make decisions about third level
education. Recognising this, we invited Catherine O’Connor (author and Education Consultant at Trinity College
Dublin) to deliver a talk to parents on “Cracking the College
Code”. She advised parents to allow and encourage our
children to take personal responsibility for their own lives
and decisions. Students likewise were advised to research
their course ideas in great detail, to openly discuss at home
how it is proposed to pay the costs of college (grants, parttime work, bank of mum & dad??), and to be well-prepared
for the challenges of independent learning and living at
third level.
In November, we invited Stella O’Malley (psychotherapist
and author of ‘Bully-Proof Kids: Practical tools to help kids
grow up confident, resilient and strong’) to speak to parents
and, separately, with our second year students on how to
stand with strength against bullying. Stella encouraged the
students to be ‘upstanders’ rather than bystanders to bullying and to be patient in finding ‘their tribe’ of like-minded
friends. Over one hundred parents attended her evening
talk which indicates the level of concern on this issue. In
March, we availed of further free training by the DCUbased National Anti-Bullying Research Centre. This training was provided to parents and to all junior-cycle students
and was supported by the school and by the National Parents Council to which we are affiliated.
This year, school management invited parents to offer
feedback on the revised Child Safeguarding Policy, and
separately, to take part in a focus group on “Assessment
& Reporting”. This followed changes in the new Junior Certificate and allowed parents to provide input and feedback
on the assessment and reporting process at Mounthawk.

As members of the National Parents Council Post Primary,
we also responded to a variety of national surveys and, in
this way, we made our contribution to the development of
national policy on a number of educational issues.
Parents’ Council activities are funded from voluntary
fund-raising efforts - our bag-pack events in local supermarkets, our family table quiz and from the sale of second
chance uniforms. Sincere thanks to all in our community
who supported us at these events - all funds raised at these
events are re-invested in parent and student initiatives at
the school.

SUMMER BULLETIN 2019

PAREntS’ Council
REPORT MAY 2019

Our primary goal as a Parents Council is to act as a voice
for parents/guardians and, throughout the year, we successfully represented the concerns of parents on a number
of issues which were raised in our meetings. We ran a very
successful Parenting Course for junior-cycle parents (facilitated by our local KETB), we organised travel identity cards
for students, assisted in book rentals and in 6th year photograph sales, and we were visible offering a welcoming cup
of tea to parents at a selection of meetings and events at
Mounthawk. We are a busy and energetic crew!
Unfortunately, as students move on from Mercy Mounthawk to new adventures elsewhere, we lose the involvement of their parents. We would like to acknowledge the
hard work and commitment of those parents who leave
our school community this year and to wish them and
their families joy and success into the future. We would be
delighted to welcome some new faces to our events and
are actively appealing for parents/guardians (in particular
from junior cycle) to participate with us, to join our meetings, to assist at an event, to offer your skills and talents in
any way…. it’s a wonderful way to support your child’s education and to meet and to gain the support of other parents. Our meetings are held on the second Wednesday of
each month and are preceded by light refreshments, where
you can meet our existing members in a relaxed and informal setting. Contact us by email at mmparentscouncil@
gmail.com, visit our page on the school website http://
www.mercymounthawk.ie/parents-council/ or come to
our next meeting (check the school calendar).
Kathleen Holmes
Chairperson - Mercy Mounthawk Parents Council

Upcoming Parents’ Council Events
All are welcome!
Next meeting of the Parents’ Council
11th September 2019
(Room 35)
Parents’ Council AGM
25th September 2019
(Centenary Hall)
Parents’ Council Careers Night for 5th & 6th years
3rd October 2019
(Centenary Hall)
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OUTLINE CALENDAR 2019/2020
T.Y. students return to school
1st year students begin school
3rd and 6th years return (1st years remain at home)
2nd year students return (school for 1st 2nd 3rd 4th and 6th years)
5th year students return (school for 1st2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th years)
LCA 1 return
		

HOLIDAYS
October Mid-Term			
Christmas Holidays			
Spring Mid-Term			
St. Patrick’s Day			
Easter Holidays			
Summer Holidays			

Closing Friday 25th October. Reopens Monday 4th November
School closes Friday 20th December. Reopens Monday 6th January
Closing Friday 14th February. Reopen Monday 24th February
Closed on 17th March
Closing Friday 3rd April. Reopen Monday 20th April
Closing Friday 29th May

IMPORTANT DATES
Wednesday 7th August			
Thursday 15th August			
Thursday 15th & Friday 16th August			
Tuesday 4th September			
Wednesday 10th September			
Thursday 12th – Sunday 15th September		
Thursday 19th September			
Tuesday 24th September			
Wednesday 25th September			
Thursday 3rd October			
Tuesday 8th October			
7th – 11th October			
14th – 18th October			
Tuesday 22nd October			
Thursday 24th October			
4th – 8th November			
11th – 15th November			
12th November				
Saturday 16th November			
Monday 18th November			
Tuesday 26th November			
Thursday 12th December			
16th – 20th December			
Christmas Holidays			
Wednesday 15th January			
Thursday 16th January			
Tuesday 21st January			
27th – 31st January			
Monday 27th January			
Saturday 1st February			
Tuesday 4th February			
Thursday 6th -14th February			
Wednesday 12th February			
Tuesday 3rd March			
16th – 20th March			
23rd - 27th March			
Thursday 2nd April			
Monday 20th – 24th April			
Tuesday 12th May			
Friday 22nd May			
Thursday 21st May			
Week of May 25th 			

Gemma’s Uniforms in school
Second Chance Uniforms 12 – 2 p.m.
Gemma’s Uniforms in school
Talk for parent of students in Transition Year 7.30
Study Skills Talk for parents and students 3rd and 6th years 7.30
Sixth Year Literary tour to London
Talk for parents and students of 1st years 7.30
Mercy Day
AGM of Parents’ Council, 7.30 p.m.
Parents’ Council Careers night for 4th, 5th and 6th years
Talk for parents and students of 2nd and 5th years 7.30
Health Promotion Week
Maths Week
Transition Year Parent-Teacher Meeting 4.15-6.45
TY Fashion Show
History Week
Science Week
School Closed – Staff CPD
Open Day 9.30-2.00
6th year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
3rd year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Carol service in the church of Our Lady and St. Brendan
House Exams 1st, 2nd, 5th years
School closes Friday 20th Dec., 3.40p.m. Reopens Monday 6th Jan.
TY Talk for parents of 3rd year students
1st year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
School closed. Staff - CPD
Catholic Schools Week
2nd year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Admissions Day
Meeting for parents of 1st years re 2nd year subject choices, 7.30 p.m
Mock exams for 3rd and 6th years
5th year Parent-Teacher meeting 4.15-6.45
Senior Options talk for 3rd and 4th years, 7.30pm
Seachtain na Gaeilge
Health Promotion Week
Transition Year Drama Night
Literacy Week
Awards Night
Graduation Mass
Transition Year Awards Night
Block Study for 3rd / 6th years. Summer exams for 1st /2nd /5th years

Provisional Dates for Parent–Teacher Meetings. All meetings are from 4.15p.m. - 6.45p.m.
Tuesday 22nd October			
Transition Year Parent-Teacher Meeting
Monday 18th November			
6th year Parent-Teacher meeting
Tuesday 26th November			
3rd year Parent-Teacher meeting
Thursday 16th January			
1st year Parent-Teacher meeting
Monday 27th January			
2nd year Parent-Teacher meeting
Wednesday 12th February			
5th year Parent-Teacher meeting

Secondary Schools vaccinations for 1st Years
Phase 1. Girls
Wednesday, 2nd October, 2019
Wednesday, 9th October, 2019

Phase 2. Girls
Wednesday, 11 March, 2020
Wednesday, 18 March, 2020

Phase 1 & 2 Boys
Monday, 21st October, 2019
Monday, 30th March, 2020

Mercy Mounthawk Secondary School Mounthawk, Tralee, County Kerry
Phone: 066 7102550 | Fax: 066 7102597 | www.mercymounthawk.ie | Email: admin@mercymounthawk.ie | Twitter: @MounthawkMercy

Design - creativepractice.ie

SCHOOL RE-OPENING DATES
Monday 26th August			
Tuesday 27th August			
Wednesday 28th August			
Thursday 29th August			
Friday 30th August			
Monday September 2nd			

